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sphere beyond which they cannot work. 
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FOREWORD 
to the Urdu Edition 


Praise belongs to Allah and blessings be on his 
Messengers. 


It is my firm belief that the commands of Shari ‘ah 
are known to be true from the texts of Shari'ah itself. 
There is no need to investigate the wisdom behind them in 
order to obey them. If anyone makes knowledge of the 
wisdom a condition for his obedience, he is actually being 
rebellious to the Holy Prophet --; <& an .We may take 
the example of a man who will not obey the commands of 
a king or a government unless he is told why those 
commands were issued: such a man will be termed a rebel 
and proceeded against. Then, how can anyone say the 
same thing for the noble words of the Messenger of Allah 

i dé in 4? We should have no doubt, therefore 
that the commands of Shari'ah must be obeyed simply 
because they are part of Shari'ah. At the same time, there 
is no doubt whatsoever that there are points of wisdom 
and deep significance in those commands. So, though our 
obedience must not be conditional to awareness of the 
wisdom and significance, yet it is sometimes helpful to 
satisfy some inquisitive temperaments to gain insight into 
the wisdom behind these commands. The firmly believing 
worshippers do not need to know the background but 
certain weak minds find that the knowledge is a 
convincing motivation to submission. (In the present 
times, there is an abundance of men with such 
disposition.) It is because of this reason that we find the 
fine points and deep insight in the writings and sayings of 
great scholars like Jmam Ghazali Khattubi. Ibn Abdus 
Salam, and others. Modem education, however, has 
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changed the outlook of people and many of them make it a 
point to investigate the reasons for the commands. 
Although the true’ remedy is to discourage them from 
probing into the wisdom of every command (because 
sometimes this tendency is harmful too) yet it is known 
from the experience that, except for the sincere students, 
the common people do not need the advice. This tendency 
has led some scholars to dwell on this subject and offer 
their explanation to satisfy the curiosity of the common 
people. If they had respected the limits of Shari‘ah, then 
they would have considered their efforts enough and not 
felt 1t necessary to produce a fresh explanation. 


However, most of these efforts showed lack of true 
knowledge or its application and a plethora of baseless 
and perverse imagination and application of personal 
whims. Thus, they trespassed the limits of Shari'ah. | 
have before me such a book; it is replete with worthless 
matter and the writer seems to be bereft of sufficient 
knowledge. It is very harmful to the layman to read such 
books so unless he is provided with a correct alternative 
he cannot be stopped from reading worthless, harmful 
material. With that in view, I saw the need to provide a 
collection of topics free from perverses material for the 
laymen so that those inclined towards knowing the 
background of various commands of Shariah may refer 
to it now and then. If it may not be a source of profit, it 
will surely ward off the disadvantages associated with the 
worthless books. (However, there are some whose nature 
is to think little of the commands of Allah on realizing the 
wisdom behind them, or they began to think of them as 
the essence of the commands so that if there is no wisdom 
behind it, the command is not liable to be obeyed, or they 
take them to be the true aim and lose the importance of the 
commands). We had implied this possibility when we 
said, this tendency is harmful too. So, those who have the 
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above-described nature must not read the collection I have 
presented.) The collection which I have referred is now in 
your hands. I have reproduced much of what was sound in 
to the said book’ and some of the suggested ideas 
prompting the well-known commands are not against the 
principles of Shari’ah and easily digested by common 
sense. But, all these suggested wisdom behind the 
directives are not definite and binding, and not the basis of 
the commands, and not dependable and reliable. They are 
merely symbolic and suggestive. 


Some times before our times Mawlana Shah 
Waliullah has written on this subject his book entitled, 
Hujjat Allah al Baligah and I have heard that it has been 
translated (into Urdu) but it is not suitable reading for the 
common people because it is vague and mystical. Even in 
our times the book Asraroal- Shari'ah is written by an 
Egyptian scholar, /brahim Aafandi, a semior teacher in 
Madrasah al Khadyuyah. \t was printed by Mutba’ al. 
Wa'iz, Egypt in 1328 A.H. Another booklet, Risala 
Humaydiyah was published before that. Both these books 
are in Arabic but the Urdu translation of Humaydiyah was 
published many years ago while Mawlavi Hafiz 
Muhammad Ismail of Khandla and is currently translating 
the other book Asraroal- Shari'ah into Urdu. If you 
consult these books at the same time as reading my book 
you will advance in Knowledge.’ The style of each is 
different from the other so none of them was considered 


' Much of this was adopted from ‘Hujjat Aliah al Baligah, as | found out later 
on referring to it, and some from our worthy predecessors. | praise Allah that 
it turned out so. 

? That you may derive more benefit I have named some other books too. Ai 
intibahat al- Mufidah by myself (the English translation has also been 
published __), a/-‘agal wal Nagal, Maulana Shabbir Ahmed Usmani. 
Mawa’iz Haft Akhter wa‘ar Ruh al- Arwah, Rislah al-Hag, Malatiahzib nine 
articles. 
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independent of the other. ] have mentioned ‘these books 
for this reason and also because my book should not be 
considered as a peerless effort. Even Shah Waliullah has 
said about his “Hujjat Allah al Baligah’, that it is not a 
unique presentation but has its roots in the sayings of the 
Book and Sunnah. He has presented examples of some of 
its sources in the Book and Sunnah. I name my book al 
Masilah al ‘agaliyah lil Ahkam al-Naqaliyah. May Allah 
make-it profitable and may he cause it to ward off doubts 
and suspicion about the commands. 
Ashraf Ali Thanavi 
Thursday 1° Rajab 1334. 
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ABLUTION 


THE INNER MYSTERIES OF ABLUTION: 
There are four stages of taharah (punty). 

1. To remove the visible impurities and filth. 

2. To restrain the parts of the body from disobedisnce to 
Allah and from sins. 

.To cleanse the heart of everything vile and 
contemptuous. 

. To rid oneself of all false deities and worship Allah 
alone. 

Thus, unless a man does not shed away immoral 
and cormupt beliefs from his heart he cannot be said to live 
according to the Hadith: . 

oii Litas obi 5 sei 
{Purity is half of faith.} 


aud 


a 


Faith is connected with the heart so that until the 
heart is purged of evil thoughts, purity is imperfect. These 
are the stations of faith and each station has a stage. He 
who does not pass through the lowest stage cannot reach 
the highest stage. One cannot attain the secret of purity 
unless one purifies one’s heart of everything blameworthy 
and fills it with praiseworthy nature; and a man cannot 
reach this rank unless he rids his body parts of sin and 
disobedience to Allah and accustoms them to worship and 
obedience to Allah. 


He who spends his valuable time in cleaning 
impurities, washing his hands and feet, clothes and 
outward cleanliness, and seeking water but does not pay 
attention to purifying his soul and his hidden side then he 
Is prone to the tempting of the devil and to melancholia 
disease. In fact, apparent purity is stressed upon merely to 
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obtain inner purity. Washing the face, hands and feet is for 
the heart. All our evident words and deeds, actions and 
inaction do influence our heart. Whatever is hidden in our 
unseen is reflected in our visible actions. However, this 
philosophy does not imply that it is not necessary to pay 
heed to the obvious but it means that along with the 
‘outside’ and ‘seen we must pay attention to our inside 
and unseen. 


WHY ARE THERE MANY REASONS & 
OBJECTIVES FOR THE COMMANDS O F ALLAH: 

It is a fact that the medicines created by Allah have 
many uses and curing powers. In the same way, His 
commands have innumerable secrets and reasons behind 
them. He has given hundreds of qualities and peculiarities 
to each of the medicinal herbs, so much so that a single 
medicine is prescribed for many illnesses. So, in 
discussing ablution, not only the wisdom that we point out 
behind every act is truly there but there are also many 
more insights in each act of washing. Our knowledge has 
not encompassed them so far. 


THE FIRST WISDOM IS THAT NEGLIGENCE IS 
AVOIDED: 


We now write in ‘sequence the wisdom behind 
each act of ablution. These are drawn from the Qur’an, 
Ahadith and books of knowledge and presented as a 
summary. A man who performs ablution is inclined to 
give up the apparent sins and the unseen ones and to fight 
negligence. If it was allowed to observe prayer without 
ablution than man would remain ia a negligent state and 
offer prayer in that very state and he would be in a 
condition of worry and worldly activity like an intoxicated 
person. Thus, ablution has been made compulsory that: 
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man may fight negligence and be attentive and aware 
when he prays. 


SECOND WISDOM —-—-—-- HYGIENE: 

It .is known to science of medicine that poisonous 
matter is discharged from the pores of a man’s body and 
remains suspended on his hands, feet. head or face. This 
causes contagious boils and blisters on the body, washing 
the body removes the suspended poisonous matter before 
they grow into boils and blisters. Washing with water 
either cools the poisonous matter before it oozes out or 
washes it away from the body. 


THIRD WISDOM-SECURE’S ALLAH'S LOVE: 

One who purifies himself from the visible and 
unseen impurities with the spirit of obedience to Allah 
becomes the beloved of Allah. Therefore Allah says: ~ 

Sf ell Coy G5 Ca 

Surely Allah loves those who turn to Him in 

repentance, and He loves those who keep 

themselves clean. 
(al-Baqarah, 2:222). 


FOURTH WISDOM-ANGELIC GLOW: 

When the importance of purity is established on 
anyone, he is blessed forever by an angelic brightness and 
the beastly darkness vanishes from him. 


FIFTH WISDOM-INCREASED INTELLIGENCE: 

Purity increases the power of intelligence in man. 
As intelligence is perfected, nearness to Allah is also 
perfected. 
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SIXTH WISDOM-RETURN OF GLOW AND 
HAPPINESS: 


The spiritual light and happiness that stand 
confiscated because of sins and lethargy return to the parts 
of aman’s body when he begins to perform ablution. It is 
this spiritual glow that will shine distinctively on the Day 
of Resurrection on a man’s-body. In this regard, the Holy 
Prophet 

ply ate dt ae has said: . . 

oe NUT pp a ioe a 2g OY gal ol 
(poids he PRE Ob Se BRE ps 
My ummah will be brought forward on the Day of 
Resurrection. in a manner that from the effects of 
“the ablution their hands, feet and faces will glow. 


So, whoso of you can augment his glow let him do 
It. 


The words of another Hadith are: 

2feh GES yt 5, UG 
Adormmments in a believer will reach the places 
where (water of) ablution reaches. 


SEVENTH WISDOM---NEARNESS TO THE 
ANGELS: 


A man attains nearness to the angels because of 
purity. He thus becomes entitled to the honour of being 
presented before Allah. Purity distances the devil from 
man. 
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_ EIGHTH WISDOM- ABLUTION GAINS 
ADMISSION INTO THE SIGNS OF ALLAH: 


Prayer is a great sign of Allah. To gain admittance 
to it, itis necessary to perform ablution. The Messenger of 
Allah ,L) di 2 has said: 


seals Mat ok. 


{Ablution is the key to prayer.} 


NINTH WISDOM-ABLUTION MEANS TO 
PRESENT ONE’S CASE: 


In order to submit their petition and to learn of the 
Royal Commands, the subjects have to present themselves 
before the King. To do this they have to-be careful of the 
etiquettes and respect due before the audience in the great 
court. They also need the tongue and ears to submit and listen. 
In the same way, it is necessary to wash the hands, face.and the 
feet and keep the dress tidy. Thus, when we go to the rulers and 
kings we observe these etiquettes and wash these parts of the 
body that are more prone to gather dust because of their being 
uncovered, 


TENTH WISDOM- STRENGTH AND AWARENESS: 


It is known from experience that washing hands and 
feet and sprinkling water on face and head has a great influence 
on the soul. The main organs gain strength and activity. 
Negligence, sleepiness and extreme unconsciousness are cured 
by this action. Confirmation of this statement may be obtained 
from experienced doctors because they suggest that water 
Should be sprinkled on the related organs of those who faint, 
suffer from diarrhoea or have a vein bled. Allaman Qurayshi 
“has stated in his book” Mujiz , as also other doctors of 
medicine. 


Lab all a5 ey Cp HSA Pas al 


The Wisdom behind ommands of Ista 6 


07) old oS 
“Sorinkling water on hands and feet activates the heat 
of the main parts and strengthens them. It is helpfui to 
those who swoon because of difficulty in digestion 
etc.” 

This is why man has been instructed to tight indolence, 
decay, dejection, laziness and impurity through ablution so that 
he is worthy of standing before Allah, Who is always Awake 
and Alert. He has said: 

AVG oil y 
{Slumber seizes him not, nor sleep}.(al-Baqarah, 2:255). 


Therefore those who are negligent and lazy are not 
worthy of standing before him. This is why it is not allowed to 
observe prayer in a state of intoxication or frenzy. Allah has 
said: 

wR Bhs ia a 
{Draw not near Salah (prayer) while you are intoxicated. } 
(an’Nisa, 4:43). 


An intoxicated person is never allowed to see a ruler or 
a king. So when such is the case with wordly rulers and 
sovereigns, how can a person who is intoxicated and unaware 
be allowed to go to the King of all the kings. An intoxicated 
person its not allowed to offer prayers because he does not know 
what he says with his mouth and what his feels. Allah has said: 


OY ai G falas 
{until you know what you are saying}. 
(al-Baqarah, 2:43). 


Your heart should know what you are saying. It is necessary 
that your heart is.conscious of the words your mouth utters, 
while you recite in your prayer. 
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THE SECRET OF SUPPLICATION AND 
REPENTANCE AFTER PERFORMING 
ABLUTION: 


The washing of seven parts of the body in ablution 
is a hint to dropping seven sins, tuming towards Allah, 
requesting obvious and hidden purity and a self-evident 
supplication. The supplication and repentance thereafter is 
to take in the Mercy of Allah at a very opportune time. 
When the obvious and the seen side of man is purified 
with water then it is a part of his nature that his heart is 
also be purified and cleansed but there none can reach 
except the Hands of Allah. 


It is for this reason- to pet that objective- that 
hands are raised before Allah in prayer. 


heb ¢ 1 Aa oe GaN dis i 
“Q Allah! Cause me to be among the repentant and 
cause me to be among those who are pure.” 


WHY THE SEQUENCE AS IT IS: 


It is disallowed to upset the sequence of ablution 
because man disregards the injunctions of Allah and 
commits sins in this very sequence as is mentioned in the 
nobie Qur’an. So, to wash the parts in ablution in the 
prescribed sequence is a suggestion to cleanse them of 
sins and disobedience of Allah and to repent. For example 
the part through which the man committed sin must be 
washed first to indicate that it is the first to give up the sin 
and to repent. 


Allah commanded that thé face is washed first of 
all and it includes the mouth, nose and eyes. The tongue js 
rinsed first. It is an- indication of repentance by tongue 
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because of all the parts of a mari’s body, the tongue 
overtakes them in disregarding the injunctions of Allah. 
The Holy Prophet 4) oe ais_ J has said: 
sid “3 pT phe 
“Most of the sins of the son of Adam are 
committed by his tongue.” 


[t is the organ that utters words of disbelief, 
backbiting, tale bearing and vulgarity and hundreds of 
unrelated improper words. Then water is snuffed up the 
~ nose and it is blown out. 

It is a suggestion of repentance for smelling the 
forbidden and for mental arrogance. The entire face ts 
washed including the eyes and the forehead. It is an 
indjcation that aJl the sins of the face are given up 
inchiding wrong use of the eye. Then the two hands are 
washed in a suggestion that the sins of the hands are 
abandoned. When a man talks and his eyes see then his 
hands hold and touch. Then the head is wiped but not 
washed because by itself the head does not do anything 
wrong. What happens is done because of the tongue and 
the eyes and because of its neighbourhood with them. So 
the command for the head is between washing and not 
washing it and it is to wipe it. Then the ears are wiped 
because often the sound that goes into the eats is 
involuntary and intentional. Therefore, the command for 
them too is between washing and not washing that is 
simply wiping. The same thing is done with the nape. 


The wiping of the three parts of the senses 
Signifies repentance from the headstrongness, arrogance 
through raising neck high or rebellion, and avoiding to 
listen to the truth. The other reason for wiping these parts 
is that if they had to be washed then it would have been 
very troublesome and much difficult. It would have been 
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much of an inconvenience to wash the head five times 
everyday although Allah has said: 
ae “3 onde Elam 3 ail a lL 
{ Allah will not be place against you any 
impediment.} (Al- Ma’idah, 5:6) 


Then the feet are washed because the eyes see, the 
tongue talks, the hands move in motion and the ears hear 
and, last of all, the feet walk. 


They are washed the last as they are the last to 
commit disobedience. Their repentance is, therefore, the 
last. The washing of the parts of the body represents the 
three stages of repentance; sorry for the sin, giving it up 
and resolve not to do it ever again. 


PURITY MINOR AND MAJOR: 


The aim of obtaining purity is to secure inner light and 
happiness and easiness and to remove the evil thoughts. 
Confusion and worry may be washed away. Thus, the 
spirit of purification is inner light, happiness of the heart 
and the contentment. 


THE WISDOM BEHIND SETTING FRESH WATER 
TO WIPE THE HEAD AND EARS: 


The use of fresh water in ablution to wipe head and 
ears is a sign to renew repentance for (the sins committed by 
man through) the wiped portions of the body. 
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THE SECRET BEHIND GAINING PURITY WITH 
EARTH AND WATER: 

The use of earth and water for gaining purity is in 
accordance with nature and sound intelligence. 


|. Allah has caused water and earth to be compatible 

to each other so that both are suitable for 

purification. This is because Allah created 

Sayyidina Aadam pt a and his children from 

these things. It means that earth and water are 

parents of our forefathers and their children. 

Allah has caused every living thing to be 

dependent on water and earth. It is from these very 

things that the children of Aadam, xi we animals, 
birds and beast receive strength oecause both earth 
and water are common and universally available. 

. Allah loves anyone to soil his mouth with earth. 
Since the ties between the two things are naturally 
confirmed and strong, so it is reasonable in the 
view of Shari'ah to combine them. 


ae 


hod 


SECRET BEHIND DRINKING THE WATER 
REMAINING UNUSED AFTER ABLUTION: 


The secret of drinking the water unused after the ablution 
is signifies that the man seeks forgiveness of Allah for his 
hidden sins in the same way as he seeks it for the sins 
committed through the visible organs of his body by 
washing them with water. When he drinks water, he seems 
to say “My Lord! Just as you have purified my visible 
body so also purify my unseen and hidden body and soul.” 
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THE REASON FOR SPECIFYING SEVEN PARTS 
OF THE BODY IN ABLUTION: 


1. If we study the built of man, we will find that he has 
seven parts in his body that influence his character. 
Every injunction and law depends on them. They are 
of dual nature and dual in power and strength. They 
are: the tongue, eyes, ears, brain and head including 
the nose, head, feet and the private parts (seven in 
all). These are the very organs round which moral 
rules and social laws are framed. They are dual- 
natured in that it is through them that man disobeys 
Allah and paves for himself seven paths to Hell. And 
it is through them that man obeys Allah and follows 
His commands thereby entitling himself to seven 
Heavens against his virtuous deeds, and yet another as 
a reward and blessing from Allah. It is the way with 
the Gracious that He gives more than his due through 
His pleasure and mercy. 


2 The washing of the seven parts in ablution is symbolic 

of repentance from seven types of wrongdoing. Take the 
verse of the Qur’an 

el aly Sant Cav a ol 

Surely Allah loves those who tur to Him in 

repentance, and He loves those who keep 

theinselves clean. 

(al. Bagarah, 2:222) 


This verse calls upon everyone who punfies 
himself towards inner purification (of thoughts), nearness 
to- Allah and abandoning sins. The washing of seven parts 
in the ablution is representative of cleansing them of seven 
kinds of sins and of giving up evil so that man is saved 


trom the road to Hell and becomes worthy of entry into 
Paradise. lt is to this fact that the Holy prophet 1,4 2. 
points out when he says - 
Pe hea er Sane 2 ee ; . re fe - 3 ove eye “ 
pl Sp pt ely aaah Lag IOI OF 6S 
AfCe YI4) phi po (label a Sp (leon 
= Ub Ul ey UN alt Url 
“There is not one of you who performs ablution 
perfectly and says afterwards: O Allah! Cause me 
to be among those who repent to You and cause 
me lo be of those who purify themselves, that the 
doors of Paradise are not opened for him, all eight 


of them (He is told:) Enter from whichever door 
you like!” 


This Hadith points out to us that performance of 
ablution is meant, among other things, to seek repentance 
and to clean t he heart too. The cleaning of the seven parts 
of the body is because these very parts lead to the pits of 
Hell or to higher ranks in Paradise. 


a Ebel we bo eet 


a? élpn Sy 4 bi 27 


It is these seven organs that are a mean to end the 
filthy and unreasonable demands of a man’s base self. 


Aedlvugi YG 
f etl uP Cin as 


or) 


Allah has created man in such a way that whatever he 
sees with his eyes, hears with his ears, smells with his 
hose, tastes with his tongues or touches with his 
hands, it reflects on his heart. It reacts with a thought 
that influences his character. In comparison to what 


the heart pours out, it receives more from the outside 
by way of influence on tt. Rather, we say that 
whatever the heart pours out is exactly the influence it 
receives from the outside world. Thus, the washing of 
the seven organs is very helpful in cleaning the heart. 
I. influences deep into the heart because just as 
washing the visible organs make them active, pleasant 
and glowing so too it brings the same resuit to heart. 


THE SECRET. OF WASHING EACH ORGAN 
THRICE: 


} To wash each organ thrice is symbolic of three sides 
of repentance as follows: 

(a) To come out of the sinful condition. 

(b) Torepent and. 

(c) To resolve to give up the idea of sin for all times. 


2 The washing up of each organ three times is ealled for 
because to wash it less than three times does not effect 
the soul perfactly. To wash it more then three times is 
extravagance. Ifa limit had not been fixed then a 
doubting person would spend all day washing himself 
letting the time of prayers slip by. This is seen in the 
question a companion put to the prophet ,Ly le st Le 
“Can there be wastage in performing ablution?” The 
Prophet (1-41 1. said, 


je flies Jb os Sy pa 
Surely there can be wastage even though you are 
sitting on the edge of'a running river. 


Sometimes it may happen though that one does not 
waste water by applying it again and again to an organ yet 
he does waste his time. To waste time is a great form of 
waslage. 
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THE WISDOM OF USING SIWAK: 


I. As it is, to clean teeth and keep them bright is a 
great thing. However, it is also very nice that one 
should make himself presentable before he goes to 
someone great. It includes adorning one’s 
appearance and brushing the teeth. If the listener 
sees the speaker’s teeth yellow and unclean he is 
naturally repulsed. 

Then, who could be more important than the King of 

kings 

for Whom one prepares himself? This is because 

Clea Reena ween Ti) 
“Allah is Beautiful and loves beauty.” 


lf that is so then how can He tolerate ugly teeth and a 
bad smelling mouth. Therefore, just as a worshipper 
takes care to clean his body, before offering prayer 
the greatest of the symbol of Islam so too he must 
clean his teeth and mouth. This js why the siwak is 
used before standing up for the prayers. Whatever is 
done in preparing oneself for the greatest symbol of 
Islam, prayer, gets the doer the benefits of personal 
hygiene and also reward in the Hereafter 


2. If a person does not use the srwak for many days 
together, the residue of food in the mouth and the 
teeth collects there in a stinky form emitting a bad 
odour from the mouth. When this man enters the 
mosque he causes other worshippers and ‘the 
angels of Allah great inconvenience. This behavior 
is detestable in the sight of Allah and the people. 


THE SECRET IN COMMENCING WITH THE NAME 
OF ALLAH: 


Since purification for prayer is done at the 
command of Allah, it follows that it should commence 
with the name of Allah and with similar intention. This 
will fetch a reward. 


cAdh JuEN Gi 


“Surely deeds depend on intentions.” 


If ablution is performed as a habit, in routine 
unmindful manner and there is no thought of Allah or 
obedience to Him as a motivating factor then there is no 
reward for it. That is why it should commence with 
Bismillah (in the name of Allah) so that the mind becomes 
attentive to the prayer, to Allah and obedience to Him. 
The worshipper comes out of the darkness of negligence. 
This is brought out in the saying of the messenger of Allah 


rhey ale St Le 
ied (LYS HE 6 SA ely 
“He has not performed ablution who does not 
begin with the name of Allah.” 
(Ibn Majah) 


WHEN FACE, HANDS & FEET ARE WASHED 
THRICE WHY IS WIPING OF HEAD & EARS NOT 
DONE THRICE: 


In fact, the wiping of head and ears was done 
thrice like the three time washing of the other organs in 
ablution. However in order to relieve the worshippers of 
difficulty, they were excused of doing it more than once. 
wera Musnad Imam a'zam, Mujtabai' Press pp219 & 
280) 


The head and ears are not washed thrice because 
washing would cause inconvenience. Then, if the wiping 
were required to be done three times that would have not 
mitigated the inconvenience because the passing of hands 
thrice would have left those areas moist. 


In very cold places, the head and ears are very 
carefully protected from cold. If these areas had to be 
washed five times every day, it would have been 
disastrous for the worshippers. This is why it is required to 
_wipe each of them once at the time of every ablution. 


WHY BEGIN WASHING WITH THE RIGHT 
ORGAN AND USE THE LEFT HAND IN THE 
TOILET AND TO BLOW THE NOSE: 


!. Every right organ is washed before the left in ablution 
because the right has precedence over the left and the 


* 
er 


fh 


He who is given to justice and moderation gives 
everything its due. He reserves the right hand to eat 
and‘drink and for the pure things but the left hand to 
remove filth. A Hadith reported in Jbn Majah says: 


«ooh, 2 ; et A *. eT ie 4 8a 
PAST ow OS olla ale atl Lo a S55, 0 Use os 


“Vas a ae a ' 4 a 
PDH ala 5's ori I abn 3 sy 
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It is narrated by “Sayyidah ‘Ayshah” ws + (>, that 
the messenger of Allah pt, + 4 i» loved to start 
from the right hand side in purification as he 
purified himself, and comb his hair as he combed, 
and wear shoes as he wore shoes (from the right 
hand side).” “on Majah H.no.401, Chapter XLII 
p225-6, English translation). 


The exegete Hindi has pointed out to these very 
merits for the preferences. 


When it is confirmed that the effect of the man’s deed 
_right or wrong—is reflected on his heart then it is 
clear that if right thing is done in a wrong way then it 
will give a bad reflection on the heart. It is thus that if 
the right hand is used to wash away filth and blow the 
nose and the left to eat and drink — without a valid 
excuse —then it will cause melancholy and depression 
in the person. 
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THE SECRET IN WASHING HANDS AND ARMS 
TO THE ELBOW: 


The washing of hands and arms up to the 
elbows-strengthens and purifies the. blood and 
the heart and liver. This is known to 
experienced medical practitioners this and it is 
most effective if all the veins of this limb are 
included in washing whether these veins run to 
the heart and liver directly or indirectly. The 
veins that go to the heart and liver have their 
beginnings in the fingers, palm, wmst and 
elbows. This is why the arms are washed upto - 
the elbows — all the veins are then included in 
washing. The heart and liver are envigorated 
by washing the hands and the arms and the 
face. Water effects these organs through the 
veins inside the body. This is why the Qur’san 
sys wk eked 


{and your hands upto the elbows.} (al- Ma’idah, 5:6) 


I 


When the. heart, liver or skin diseases are to be cured 
and the blood purified, the surgeons suggest that a 
vein next to the elbow should be punctured. This vein 
is known variously as akhal henry izaam, nahrul- 
badan (the ulnar or radialartery). At this point, this 
vein is prominent and raised. In addition to the heart 
and liver it influences the whole body. Thus, the 
washing of hands up to the elbows is to lit the effect 
of water reach deep inside through the nahr al-badan. 


Ablution calls for the washing surroundings of the 
limb, so 
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hands are washed upto the elbows because anything 
less will not leave a mark on man and the part lesser 
than elbow is an incomplete limb. 


WISDOM IN CLEANING THE NOSE: 


| All people prefer to get rid of the mucus from the 
nose. If the nose is not cleaned from inside, the rheum 
that accumulated have has a bad effect on the brain 
which is ruinous sometimes. The Arabs used the word 
‘nose’ in the sense of honour and rank and when they 
pray for someone to be humiliated they supplicate +! 


“ii 31 May Allah cause his nose to be dirtied.” 


It means that may Allah lower him from an 
honourable station to a base one. To wash the nose, 
therefore, is to abandon pride and naughtiness and to be 
humble before Allah. (Futukat Makiyah). 


THE SECRET IN WASHING THE FEET UPTO THE 

ANKLES: 

|: The secret of washing the feet upto the ankles lies in 
including all the veins that begins at the toes or ankles and 
travel to the brain. Washing them cools the heat of the 
brain, The Qur’an says: 


go J pinky 
{and (wash) your feet upto the ankles}(al-Maidah, 5:6). 
2. Feet are uncovered upto the ankles usually. 
They are prone to dust and harmful particles. 
Therefore, they are washed upto the ankles. 


3. Washing less than the ankles is washing incomplete feet. 
So the whole feet is washed and its effect is in entirety. 


THE SECRET IN WASHING FEET WITHOUT 
SOCKS AND IN WIPING SOCKS: 


When socks are not wom, the feet are washed 
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because uncovered feet will have dust on them and will be 
“unclear. We have seen before that surroundings limbs are 
washed too because poisonous matter from inside the 
body oozes out and sticks to the outer portion of the limbs. 
They may cause dangerous diseases of the skin. Washing 
with water cools down the heat of this matter or removes 
it from the body. If the uncovered limbs are not washed 
the dust on them clog the pores so that the poisonous 
matter makes it way inside again and causes pain and 
harm. Thus it is not necessary to wash the feet that do not 
have socks on them as we have said above. But, one is not 
allowed to have socks on always so that poisonous matter 
from inside may not accumulate outside but be removed 
as ‘seen in (2) above. These two benefits would never have 
been derived if socks were worn perpetually or if feet 
were simply wiped over instead of being washed. This is 
why the maximum time allowed for socks is not more 
than three days and nights. Rather, a resident who has the 
socks on has to remove them after a day night and traveler after 
every three days and nights, and they have to wash their feet 
after this period. Further, though the mere wiping signifies to 
repentance yet washing tnvigorates the brain, clean the skin and 
opens the pores. In short, if the feet were only to be wiped then 
the important aims would not have been achieved. 


GENERAL VIEW ON PURIFICATION: 


Islam teaches us to rid ourselves of indecent habits 
and evil superstition. These things corrupt the man in the 
same way man becomes impure through filth and unclean 
matter. Therefore, Islam has commanded that man obtain 
purity from all these things. It is implicit in this 
purification that man refrain from sensual ideas, camal 
desires and egoism. By associating with other people, he 
develops a sense of fraternity and equality whether he is 
higher in status or lower. Also implicit in purification is 
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giving the rights of the other people. In purifying the body 
we find an indication to the inner cleansing about which 
we write something of the minor and major purification. 


PURIFYING THE HANDS: 

According to the saying of the Holy Prophet 4 

r+, sepurification is a part of faith. Thus, it 1s necessary 
for a believer to understand the purpose and aim of 
purification and behave in a manner that fulfills this 
obligation. He must keep his hands free from holding and 
taking anything that is unlawful and forbidden or involves 
vielation of the commands of Allah. He must not beat anyone 
_ unnecessarily, or snatch something from someone or raise his 
hands to harm someone. This is brought out in Hadith: 
oly at oA a ea en 
“A Muslim is one from whose tongue and hands 
other Muslims are safe.” 


PURIFYING THE MOUTH: 


When he puts water in the mouth to clean it, he 
must visualise that he is purifying it from the swallowing 
of forbidden things or speaking what is forbidden. In other 
words, he must prepare his mouth to refrain from speaking 
forbidden things and eating or drinking the forbidden lest 
his mouth be defiled with impurity and become worthy of 
being cursed. He must be prepared to eat and drink and 
speak such thing as to qualify him to get reward from 
Allah and to attain praise from the higher ranks. 


PURIFICATION OF THE NOSE: 


When he snuffs water in the nose to clean it then he must 
be desirous of smeiling the fragrance of good and bad things. 
He must shun the odour of evil and mischief. He must 
concentrate on keeping himself pure of egoism and false sense 
of honousr when he cleans his nose because these are 
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characteristics through which man sees himself higher and 
superior to fellow human beings and he disobeys his Creator. 


PURIFYING THE FACE: 

When washing the face, the worshipper should 
dissociate himself from everyone other than Allah He 
must place his hopes.in none but Allah and turn towards 
him alone. He must cease to do everything that is done to 
please anyone besides Allah. He must place modesty on 
his face and not lift the curtain of shyness from it through 
shamelessness before Allah and the people. He must not 
sacrifice his honour for anyone other than Allah. 


PURIFICATION OF THE NECK: 


When he wipes his neck let him concentrate on freeing 
himself of greed and sexual desires. He should resolve to obey 
Allah and not to cut anyone’s neck. He thus frees his neck from 
such areas as restrict him from disobedience to Allah. 


WASHING THE BACK: 


He must bank on Allah when he washes his back 
and determine not to backbite any truthful, just person. 


WASHING THE CHEST: 


When he washes his chest he must relieve his heart 
of bearing malice for anyone of Allah’s creation and of 
cheating them. 
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WASHING THE STOMACH: 


As he washes his stomach, he must be mindful of 
protecting it from eating or drinking forbidden food and 
even what is doubtful. He must keep them pure of such 
impurities. 


WASHING PRIVATE PARTS: 


He must resolve to stay away from everything that 
is forbidden when he washes his private paris. He must 
refrain from standing and sitting for such things. 


WASHING THE FEET: 


As he washes his feet he must ask himself to give 
up greed and sexual desires and not to walk towards 
achieving these things or towards anything that is ruinous 
lo his religious life or harmful to the creatures of Allah. 
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TAYAMMUM (DRY ABLUTION): 


WHY IT IS A SUBSTITUTE FOR ABLUTION AND 
BATH 


| It is the practice of Allah that He makes easy 
whatever is difficult for His slaves. The best way to 
make anything easy is to abrogate that which is 
difficult and replace it with something else. The 
slaves of Allah are then at peace with the 
replacement. That what they took care of very 
attentively, they give up suddenly yet are not placed in 
anxiety on that account because they have a substitute 
instead. They will not have to give up purification 
because Allah has replaced ablution and ritual bath 
with Tayammum, which is a form of purification. 


TA YAMMUM IS THE SAME WHETHER IT 
REPLACES ABLUTION OR BATH, WHY?: 


Allamah Ibn Qayyim says about this subject: 
cab Ny aM ee aie Ls Sd Ltt pact US Lly 
SISSY Ske oe eb Ost ps bi Gud ve Ort 
co! jtday pach dary rill ally Cot ly AN pe US 
cele SIU I GF Ft itt ety dt le ti Lali 
Jott Gy ale Jody  uSy tg ayy tay Sb 


A person who is polluted (junbee) and one who 
is without ablution will both perform Tayammum 
in the samie manner. The wisdom behind it is that 
latter ts required to wipe his hand and face and is 
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excused from wiping his head and feet so the 
former (that is, the polluted person) is also 
excused from wiping his body but is required to 
only his hand and face. It is because it 1s very 
difficult to wipe the entire body and is against the 
spirit of Tayammum that in itself 1s a special 
concession. Besides, the wiping of sand on the 
whole body of the best of Allah’s creation ts 
bracketing him with the beasts who roll their 
bodies in sand. Whatever Shari'ah has ruled us in 
such that nothing could surpass it in beauty and 
justice. 


WHY SAND FOR TAYAMMUM: 


Allama bn Qayyum has answered some questions 
on why sand is used for Tayammum in his book A’laam 
al-mugt'een al rabul’alameen We present here a 
summary of the translation of the answers. 

Question: In a way, Tayammum is against common 
sense because sand is itself dirty and it cannot clean 
impurity or dirt and it cannot purify body or clothes. 
Answer: (1) Allah has created everything in this universe 
with earth and water. We are kneaded basically 
with these two things which are a part of our 
disposition; and our growth, Strength and nutrition 
depend on them. We observe this in our lives. 
When that is so, then it is reasonable that Allah has 
also made it a means to obtaining purity and 
cleanliness, and a help in our worship. Earth is that 
basic material from which human beings and other 
creature were created. Water is the basis of life for 
everything. So, these are the two essential things 
from which everything is created. Earth and water 
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are 1wo things from which Allah has kneaded this 
universe. So, when our origin, strength and growth 
is from earth and water, these are the two things 
that Allah has reserved for physical and spiritual 
purily. 

(2) Water is used often out of habit to remove filth and 
impurity. But when it cannot be used because of 
sickness or unavailability then its associate, earth, 
is preferred over any other thing. 

(3) Earth is selected for Tayammum (dry ablution) 
because no where scarce or unavailable. Such a 
thing is capable of removing people’s difficulties. 

(4) To soil the mouth and face with earth symbolises 
humility and lowering oneself in one’s own 
esteem. This disposition is much liked by Allah. In 
the use of earth for Tayammum, humility and 
humbleness is very obvious. Humility is like 
seeking forgiveness and this is why it is preferred 
not to protect one’s face from dust when one is 
prostrating oneself. 


PHE REASON WHY ONLY TWO PARTS OF THE 


BODY ARE SELECTED IN 74 YAMMUM AND 
FEET AND HEAD ARE EXEMPTED: 


— 22 eee ames ee ee 


Only two parts of the body are selected to be wiped 
in Tayammum at the exclusion of head and face. The head 
is excluded because it is Makruh (disliked) to put dust on 
the head. It ts not required to rub the hands on the feet 
because they are by themselves soiled. Only that thing is 
required to be done which is not found beforehand, so that 
one is cautioned in doing it. /bn Qayyim Jawzi gives out 
this reason for the selection of two parts of the body at the 
exclusion of others. 
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oy OU SH, lal) asst ale ab ow pee GG atT Lily 
cthall ue Jad Ley bbs boy Se OL de Ot ll 
By Je tg Old Je ON, Hh 
Leb LS Jay ob palit ¢ pad po oor lh Oa 5 


seal) Lgatily ad olatall Col se ya 


(Much of what is said in the foregoing Arabic is found in 
the English portion prior to it). 


(2) 


The other point is that Tayammum, is reserved for 
only those two parts of the body that are washed 
and the two parts that are wiped in ablution that are 
overlooked which is reasonable because the feet 
are wiped when the socks are wom and the head is 
wiped in any case. So, when it suffices to wipe in 
Tayammum two organs that are washed in ablution, 
it is reasonable to overlook those two organs that 
are wiped in ablution. If these two had also been 
included in Tayammum then the wisdom in 
fayammum in making the difficulty easy becomes 
questionable, and that is not in line with the ways 
of Allah. 
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GHUSL (RITUAL BATH): 


WHY ARE MENSTRUATING WOMEN AND 
POLLUTED PEOPLE DISALLOWED ENTRY INTO 
MOSQUE 

Mosque is a place to offer prayer and remember 
Allah. It is a sign or symbol of Allah and a representative 
of Ka’bah. So it is not allowed to enter it in an impure 
stale. } 

wo ih 8 SAS FES pe 
And whosoever respects the (sanctity) of emblems 
of Allah, that is surely from the piety of hearts. 
(al-Hajj, 22:32) 


WHY DO THE ANGELS OF MERCY STAY AWAY 
FROM THE PLACE WHERE LIES A DOG, A 
POLLUTED PERSON OR A PICTURE: 
The Holy Prophet ---, Je a1, has said: 

CY US Vy Gyo GF BH BY 
“The angles do not enter a house in which there is a 
picture or a dog or a polluted person.” 


It means that the angels detest these things. The 
characteristics of the angels include sacredness, and 
dislike for the apparent and implicit impurities like idol 
worship and things leading to it. Their qualities are in 
opposition to the base things named above. Two opposing 
things cannot stay together. 
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WHY A PERSON HAS TO TAKE A BATH ON 
CONVERTING TO ISLAM: 


When someone embraced Islam, the Holy Prophet 
p-ys ata» asked him to have a bath. To another person 


he said, “Cast away the sign of disbelief from you.” That 
is, shave off your head. The secret that he may realize 
plainly that he is coming out of something evil. It should 
be obvious to him that just as he washes his outward body; 
he must wash inside from all spurious and evil beliefs. 


BATH IS OBLIGATORY AFTER MENSTRUATION 
& THE REASON FOR IT: 


Jn the Qur'an, Allah has described the blood of 
nenstruation as an injury, that is unclean. When a body is 
repeatedly soiled with something unclean, it becomes 
impure. The fine body organs weaken because of that. 
When a bath is taken, apparent and unseen cleanliness is 
oblained and these body organs are freshened with the 
previous strength. 

It is about this uncleanness that Allah has said in 
the Qur’an: 


Nel AWE pint y Cae 
So keep aloof from women during menstruation, 
and go not near them (for intercourse) till they are 
clean. (al-Baqarah, 2:222). 
It means that a husband must not have sex with her 
until she is free from the menses and has had a bath, 
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WHY IS NOT ALLOWED TO A POLLUTED 
PERSON AND A MENSTRUATING WOMAN TO 
RECITE THE QUR’AN AND TO OFFER PRAYERS: 


Sexual defilement or pollution (janabah) and 
menstruation are both incompatible with nearness to Allah 
and both conditions are impure. To offer prayer and recite 
the Qur’an are stages of conversation with Allah and a 
man can only attain that honour if he is free from all kinds 
of impurity because Allah is pure and he detest impurity. 


THE REASON HAVING A BATH BECOMES 
OBLIGATORY WHEN SEMEN IS DISCHARGED 
BUT NOT ON PASSING URINE AND FAECES: 


1. It is among the good things, a blessing and a wisdom 
of Shari'ah of Islam and a blessing of Allah that 
while it becomes obligatory to have a bath if semen is 
discharged, the same does not happen on passing 
urine and faeces. The reason is that semen is 
discharged is from the whole body and this is why 
Allah has called it sufaalah. The Qur’an has said: 


ope PAL 3, ONES i, 
And certainly We created man of an extract of 
clay. (al-Mu’minun, 23:12). 


The word sulaalah is the sperm from a genitals of a 
man; what is drawn from the slub (lions) of the man 
and from the tara’ib (413) of the woman: or the 


water drawn from the book.! It is sperm that is the 


' Lanes p1397. 
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essence of the whole body; it circulates the whole 
body till it comes down from the back and spits out 
from the sexual organ. When it spits out the body is 
fatigued. In comparison the urine and excretion are 
only the waste-matter of food and drink that are 
collected in the bladder and stomach. So, the coming 
out of the sperm causes very much weakness fo the 
body in comparison with the coming out of urine and 
faeces. Use of water removes the weakness {and 
restores strength). 

2. -Sexual intercourse results in the heaviness of body, 
laziness, unawareness and weakness. When it is 
followed by a bath, it invigorates the heart and brings 
back to it strength, activity pleasantness, and comforts 
the body. Sayyadina Abu Zarre: 4 >, has said that a 
bath after sexual intercourse gives a feeling of a 
mountain being removed from him. It is something 
that every sound natured man knows. 

3. Sexual intercourse distances one from the pure souls, 
that is the angels but as he has a bath that distance is 
removed. It is leamt from many Companions that 
when a man sleeps, his soul rises towards the sky. ff it 
is pure, it is asked to prostrate but if it is not pure then 
it is not allowed to prostrate. This is why the Holy 


a = 


Prophet ,1, a 31. has said that when a polluted 
man prepares to sleep let him perform ablution before 
he sleeps. 

4. After a person has had a sexual intercourse, he feels 
dejected and sad. He finds himself hard of breath. 
When he has a bath and mbs his body during the bath, 
wears new clothes and applies fragrance, the bad 
feelings are removed and he begins to feel lively and 


ee 
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Lah 


happy, instead. The first condition is known as hadath 
(impurity) and the second taharah (purification). 


Experienced doctors confirm that a bath after sexual 
intercourse returns to the body its fost strength. The 
body is extremely beneficial and useful for the spirit 
and if anyone continues to remain in janabah (impure 
state sexual defilement) and does not have a bath then 
it is very harmful to the body and soul. Intelligence 
and natural instinct testify to this fact. Further, if the 
Holy Prophet ) w+ 4: 1. had made it obligatory to 
have a bath every time after passing urine and stool 
then it would have been very troublesome to people 
who would have been put to much worship and 
inconvenience. That would have been contrary to 
wisdom and the merciful attribute of Allah. 


Sexual intercourse gives enjoyment. This condition 
causes one to neglect remembrance of Allah and that 
loss can be made up through having a purifying bath. 


When semen is discharged all the pores of the body 
open up. Sometimes the perspiration comes out of 
that bringing out with it filthy matter. This filthy 
matter accumulates at the pores and if it is not washed 
away, may result in dangerous diseases. 
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DEFILEMENTS THAT RENDER ABLUTION AND 
TA YAMMUM INVALID. 


THE REASON TO PERFORM ABLUTION AFTER 
NATURAL EVACUATIONS OF THE BODY 
BREAKING AIR: 


When a person breaks air or passes urine or stool, 
he gets an internal feeling of impurity and weakness and a 
distancing from the angels. He is surrounded by devils and 
Jinns. It is for this reason that the Messenger of Allah 
pa se a4. has commanded that a person makes this 


supplication after ordinary natural evacuations of the body 


weay tall iy ed, sy ist “i 
“O Allah! I seek Your protection from impurities, 
the male and the female jinns and the devils.” and 
“ue “I seek your forgiveness.” 


It is after this that ablution is necessary. A fresh 
ablulion removes the impurity the feelings of dryness and 
weakness, it restores nearness to the angels and distances 
the devils and jinns. 


THE WISDOM IN NOT TURNING TOWARDS OR 
AGAINST KA’BAH WHEN PASSING URINE OR 
STOOL AND HAVING SEX: 


!. The Ka‘bah is a symbol of Allah. To respect it is to 
respect Allah and to be neglectful in respecting it in 
anyway is being neglectful in showing respect to 
Allah. This is why the pilgrimage of the Ka’bah is 
obligatory and we are commanded to respect it. We 
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must not circumambulate it while we are not clean 
and purified. We must face it in the prayer. When 
answering the call of nature or having sexual 
intercourse, we must not have our face towards it or 
our backs against it because it reflects disrespect to it. 
He who is disrespectful wilfully becomes hard- 
hearted and his condition has an effect on those 
associated with him and his relatives. 
wtih i oe EO Sao pe 45 

And whosoever respects the (sanctity) of emblems 

of Allah, that is surely from the piety of the 

hearts.(al-Hajj, 22:32) 

The Holy Prophet ,t-, 41 1. has said : 

BES Vy alta LAS 55 anh Sf 

“When you go to excrete, do not turn your face 

towards the giblah and do not tum your back 

towards it either.” 

(2) There is wisdom too, that the showing of respect to 
Allah is an inner prompting, so there should be an 
outward gesture matching the inner feeling of inner 
respect to Allah. Then to face the giblah is to respect 
it and'is part of remembering Allah and the feeling of 
respect for it is because of respect of Allah. Therefore, 
the condition of a person that is exactly opposite of 
his condition in prayer—relieving himself or having 
sexual intercourse—requires of him that he neither 
face the giblah nor let his back be towards it when ke 
is in that condition. This is being disrespectful. 


WHY IS ABLUTION INVALIDATED BECAUSE OF 
SLEEP: 


The Holy Prophet ued. has said: 


alalin ce pel ponds IU all oly GLa! 

“The eyes of the buttocks are the sleeping eyes. 

When a person lies down his joints loosen and 
there is much likelihood of his breaking air etc.” 


THE REASON FOR HAVING TO MAKE THE 
SUPPLICATION ON ENTERING INTO & 
EMERGING FROM THE TOILET: 


It is mustahabb (recommended) when going to the 
toilet, to make this supplication: 
ells eth cy Sit 
“IT seek the protection of Allah from the male and 
female jinns.” 


[t is so because the devils are gathered there and 
they collect there because they like impurity. 

On emerging from the toilet it is mustahab to make 
this supplication; “I seek Your forgiveness (O Allah)” 


This is because, when one is there in the toilet, one 
is dissociated with remembrance of Allah and is among 
the devils. It is reasonable that a person seek forgiveness 
for the omission. 


WHY ISTINGA IS DONE WITH THREE PEBBLES 
AND WHY NOT WITH DUNG AND BONES: 


Sayyadina Abu Huray-rah «3 .>, has said: 
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sal gd aN fee SUI LE Ley ale ait Lo al J pay JU 

SM ply Lay pd ya bya HS Lat pl 13) Kade 

cea fpr J chs ol hy tye, oe Ay ghee! 
“The Messenger of Allah Lv, 4. said, I am to 
you just like a father to his son for I give you 
instruction. When you go to relieve yourself do not 
face or tum your back to giblah. And he 
commanded three stones be used, he forbade the 
use of dung and decayed bones, and he forbade 
that a man should cleanse himself with his nght 


hand.” 
(lbn Majah, Darimi). 


We have seen already the reason we are forbidden 


to sit in line with gidlah and to use the right hand. We 
should now write about the rest of the Hadith. 


L. 


We are asked to use three stones for istinga 
(aberration) because it is necessary to fix a limit to 
obtain cleanliness. If that were not so, unconfident, 
doubtful people would spend all the day in cleaning 
themselves. In spite of this limit, ‘we find some 
Suspicious people using stones upon stones and 
several vessels of water to cleanse themselves. And, 
less than three stones do not cleanse perfectly but 
three are enough to cleanse. More than three stones 
would waste time and cause more uncertainty and 
doubt in the mind. We are forbidden to use dung and 
bones because often harmful animals like snakes, 
scorpion etc lie on them or there are worms with some 
kind of thors in them. So, the Holy Prophet 4 ai 


r--, through. mercy and compassion disallowed his 


Ummah to use these things fot istinga. This is so that 
no harmful animal bite anyone who is using them for 
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istinga. Often vermin and harmful animals like 
snakes, centipedes etc are both in these things and 
they find their nourishment in them. Such animals 
hide themselves in holes in the dung and bones 
because animal often haunt places where they find 
their nourishment. This is why these things are not 
allowed for istinga. 

2. To use dung and bones for istinga is likely to cause 
serious diseases because they contain poisonous insects 
and evil stinking odour. There may not be any insect in 

‘them sometimes but they are harmful anyway. The 
Holy Prophet ,, ws a 2. has disallowed his Ummah 
the use of these harmful things simply out of 
compassion and mercy, There is yet another reason in 
the case of bones. 

oP! se pS et 23 at That 1s an additional reason. 


THE SECRET IN ABLUTION BEING NULLIFIED 
BECAUSE OF LAUGHTER, VOMIT AND NOSE 
BLEEDING: 


Moving blood and abundant vomit soil the body 
and. render the soul impure. To laugh in prayer is a crime 
that must be punished. If our teacher of Shari'ah has said 
that ablution must be refreshed when these things 
happened then we must not be surprised. Laughter is a 
crime because to laugh in prayer suggests psychological 
impurity that should be corrected by making a fresh 
ablution. 
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WHY IS IT DISALLOWED TO OFFER PRAYERS 
WHEN ONE HAS TO ANSWER NATURE’S CALL: 


1. A person can only feel the effects of ablution when 
the soul is free from other tasks. This can only happen 
when one is not disturbed and restless and there is no 
internal urge to empty the bowels. The Holy Prophet 
has said: 

vl Y! tes PS ps dot clue 
“Let not one of you stand up for prayer while he 
has the urge to relieve himself.” 


In saying these words, The Holy Prophet let us 
know that if anyone is occupied in some way that is also 
like hadath (an impurity) because he cannot concentrate 
on prayer. He is occupied in fighting the urge to relieve 
himself. 


2. Withholding urine or stool causes dullness of heart, a 
disturbed condition and absence of mind. Lack of presence 
of mind and disturbed condition renders prayer imperfect. 
So, we are commanded to remove the causes of this 
situation that leads to an imperfect prayer. 

Hakim Muhammad Tunisi writes in his book Kin as- 
Sihah : 


Bes pyle ce eS poe hb i wl 3 J ne ot 

Joe OE OLS be nd UE Ae y sLedty Jol Lis 

PUN dil po yy ls opat Vy dale pot Las 

talpall lia Ml oy oS” by islet ws Sop, We-Tsi| ae) 
“It is very harmful to restrain urine in the bladder 


for a long time. It can lead to a dangerous disease 
of urine and kidney stone. It is necessary that a 
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man must urinate the moment he gets the urge, he 
must not restrain it under any circumstances. 
Someone has said about it that when digestion ts 
accomplished the urge to relieve must not be 
suppressed even if you are between fighting 
swords.” 
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WIPING OVER SOCKS 


SECRETS OF WIPING SOCKS: 


The parts of the body that are washed in ablution 
are those that are rapidly soiled and dirtied. But the feet 
are hidden when socks are worn over them. Besides, the 
Arabs were much used to wearing socks and it was very 
inconvenient to remove them for every prayer. Hence they 
were exempted from washing the feet when they had the 
socks on but were required to wipe over the socks instead 
of washing the feet. 


THE REASON WHY SOLES ARE NOT WIPED: 


If soles had to be wiped that would have been very 
difficult because they are placed on the ground while 
walking and therefore attract dirt on them and the socks 
would be soiled in the soles. Only the upper portion is 
required to be wiped. 


THE WISDOM IN LIMITING THE DURATION TO 
A DAY AND NIGHT FOR THE RESIDENT AND 
THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS FOR THE 
TRAVELLER: 


Although things are made easy for the 
worshippers, a check is also applied so that they do not 
enjoy absolute authority in abandoning the form of 
worship. The Holy Prophet .-, 41. has done the same 
thing with the permission to wipe over the socks, He has 
limited the duration of validity of wiping over the socks to 
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a day and a night for the resident and three days and three 
nights for the traveler. The period of one day and one 
night is such that it can be handled and arranged. In many 
cases where responsibility is to be fixed, this duration is 
limited. The same applies to the limit of three days and 
three nights. These limits have been fixed for the resident 
and a traveler considering their good and plight. The next 
check applied is that the socks should be wom on washing 
the feet during ablution so that worshipper has that in 
mind whenever he wipes over the socks. This is because 
the feet are less effected with dust and dirt when the socks 
are on. Thus, when he wipes his fingers over the socks, the 
worshipper recalls in his mind the washing before he had 
put on the socks. 
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ABOL'T WATER 


Question: 
This is a question whether it is sensible to draw water 
through buckets from a well to purify it. Some learned 
men object to this part of Islamic junsprudence. 
Jae 13h 52 gan ea Yr op LE ID Gy gl sil Coll oy 
SUAS pent AUS ope tll Ota hel bey promt Sly gl 
ERE SU pW ul Wal ogee Ob Sell Ge oder be 
a JE hy SN Aba oe YS Rebel pana Nall danas 
jist Vy pain oe 9 S| cay & oy lSchi 
It is surprising that if something impure falls into 
a well a few buckets full of water are drawn from 
it. When a bucket is put into the well, it also 
becomes impure, and when the water in the 
bucket falls on the walls of the well, the well also 
becomes impure. This goes on. unti] the whole 
bucket is drawn that the walls get impure with 
the water. When the last bucket is drawn up the 
impurity from the bottom is drawn with it to the 
surface of the well. Some of those who remark 
say that they have not seen a more intelligent 


Answer: 

The wisdom in drawing water from the bucket is obvious. 
The water in the well is made to circulate by immersing 
and drawing the bucket. When water moves (and is not 
stagnant), the impurities are expelled. 
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EVEN WHEN THERE IS IMPURITY, RUNNING 
WATER IS PURE: 

When impurity drops in stagnant water, often its 
colour, smell and taste change. Even if no change takes 
place, the impurity makes its effect fel because of scarcity 
of water. However, in the case of running water, the 
particles do not remain there because of the movement. 
The particles of impurity are expelled with the running of 
water. 


WHY SCARCE WATER MAY BE IMPURE- THE 
WISDOM IN LIMITING SCARCE AND 
ABUNDANT WATER: 


Water is needed all over the world by everyone. 
The very fact that is plentiful shows that all animals 
require it. It is obvious that all living things evolve round 
it and their very lives depend on it. Thus, such a great use 
of water makes it necessary that human beings know have 
contact with beasts and impurities making water harmful 
for them. They may then keep themselves safe from the 
effects of such water. They may be allowed use of water 
that is in excess of the limit that is harmful. Thus, if 
similar rules were applied to a little water or to abundant 
water, people would have suffered much and their lives 
would have become difficult to live. 


Therefore, the definition of scarce and abundant 
water was made known so that rules may be applied to 


each conceming impurities in tham. People would not 
suffer unnecessarily in this way. 
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WHY WATER IS DEFINED: 


Just as it Is necessary to know the limit of impurity 
that falls into scarce or abundant water and what makes it 
impure or not, so too it is necessary to define the limit of 
water. How much is scarce and how much abundant. This 
will remove doubt. The denomination of ten is the base 
because it Is the beginning of higher numbers. This 
number is the starting point of abundance of water. When 
this sort of abundance is pure water, the scarce impurity is 
not reliable, if odour taste or colour does not alter the 
water. This is why when water covers an area 10 yards by 
10 yards iittle impurity is disregarded. Rather it is said to 
be pure because it is 10 by 10, 100 square yards. 


WHY IS THE LEFT OVER OF RAT AND CAT 
CONSIDERED PURE: 


If Shari'ah had said that the left over of these 
animals was impure then the people would have faced 
considerable difficulty. These animals move about day and 
night in the houses of men and over their eatables and 
drinks. The Messenger of Allah .., + 411. has pointed out 
to this fact in reference to the cat: 

calla Sele cil gM oe UY ny cod Li 

“They are not impure. They intermingle with you 

and are of the male or female. 


WHY A DIFFERENT RULING ON THE LEFT - 
OVER OF A DOG: 


|. The dog is a cursed animal. The angels detest it 
because it bears a great resemblance to the devil. It is 
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an angry animal by instinct that drools. It keeps itself 
very dirty. lt hurts people and it seems to follow 
devilish tracts. There is a Hadith that tells us that if 
anyone befriends a dog, he suffers a loss of two qirat’ 
(1/2 dirham) reward. 

2. The dog, when it eats anything and its mouth becomes 
soiled with it, it does not clean its mouth as against 
the cat that licks its mouth clean. 


THE WISDOM IN CLEANING A VESSEL SEVEN 
TIMES WHEN A DOG PUTS ITS MOUTH INTO IT 
OR DRINKS WATER FROM IT: 


eUY! 3 ISN iy 13 olay ade Bl de Sr Jy JU 


“When a dog licks the vessel, wash it seven 
times and scarp it with earth the eighth time.” 


The saliva of a dog is very poisonous and leaves its 
effect very strongly and equally on a vessel and any other 
‘thing. If anyone eats the left over of a dog, or eats or 
drinks in the vessel that a dog has licked then he will 
surely get the beastly traits and bad manners of a dog. 
Therefore, the Holy Prophet pling ole 1 te has directed that 
the vesse] from which a dog has eaten or drunk should be 
thoroughly washed. The figure of seven is used to imply 
many times. The washing upto seven times also recalls 
that the Prophet had known that trace of filth are waslied 
away through the washing with noor nabawi (light of 


1. But sometimes a great weight like the mountain uhad. 
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prophethood). The eighth washing with earth removes 
traces of poison that may have crept into crevices through 
salt particles in earth. 


THE WISDOM IN FIXING THE TIMES FOR 


“WORSHIP: 


It is known to man that changes in time. and 
conditions reflect on the body. In the same way 
changes in time also bring in him spiritual changes. 
Just as the effect of changes in time is seen on his 
body so too there is effect on his spiritual side. 


Some rounds of changes in time and conditions are a 
daily feature; these are the time of the five prayers. 
Some rounds are seen weekly; these are Friday 
prayers. Yet other rounds of changes are annual as the 
month of Ramadan and the two Eids. 


The deeds of people are presented before Allah on 
Mondays and Thursdays. This is revealed in the 
Ahadith of Holy Prophet. 

chy ole a1 te The Qur’an was revealed in the month of 
Ramadan. These things signify excellence of certain 
moments and human states. 


Just as we use at appointed times, the medicines and 
diet created by Allah as a precautionary measures to 
preserve the body, so too some commands of Allah 
are followed to appointed times to protect the spiritual 
life. 
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4. 


It is necessary to fix the time of prayer. In this way, 
the people are conscious of the time and they are all 
gathered on one point. It does not happen that each 
follows his whims. It happens that each man presents 
his own opinion even if he is at a disadvantage in so 
doing if an affair is not determined before hand. 


If time would not determined then everyone would 
suffice himself of minimum prayer and fasting: That 
would be of no use and disadvantagous. With the 
determination of time, it is possible to take to task one 
who does not observe the times but finds excuses to 
neglect them. 

It is the expediency of the wisdom of Allah that He 
commanded man to observe prayer at a limited period 
of time and to be punctual about the observance. In 
this way, his waiting for the prayer to be offered, to be 
prepared for it, and after having offered it to have its 
light and colour remain over him —~ all this would be 
like his being in the act of prayer continuously. in 
time of thoughtlessness, let him be occupied in the 
remembrance of Allah and let his heart become 
attached to obedience to Him. In this affair the 
Muslim is like the horse tied down from the front and 
back; he jumps once or twice and then submits 
himself and is not allow negligence itom observing 
prayer and darkness of sin that sets in his heart. 


The determination of the five times prayer signifies 
the punctuality and strict observance of the important 
affairs at the right time: 

Ae sdh Jae pt sl 


“Do not postpone today’s task to tomorrow.” 
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WHY IS THE TIME OF THE FIVE TIMES 
PRAYERS DETERMINED: 


In order to understand the reality and philosophy of 
limes of five prayers, Allah has described the peculiarity 
of these five times. Thus he has said: 


Cod yo petal U4 OFLU Ub Bt ob 
Sed Lge e F So ae See wee r, 
Oy pele on 3 Ley ayy lye 
“So glorified be Allah when you enter the evening 
and when you enter the moming. And His is all 
praise in the heavens and the earth and (glorify 


Him) in the afternoon, and when you enter in the 
declining of the sun.” (Ar-Rum, 30:17-18) 


The text of the Qur’an makes it very clear that 
preat changes take place at these times on the earth 
offering an opportunity to refresh glorification and praise 
of Allah. These changes have an influence on man’s soul 
as well as on his body. In short, what are five prayers? 
They are the replica of your different conditions. The 
necessary phases of your life are five changes that come 
on you as a natural condition. They are discussed here. 


THE REASON FOR ZUHR PRAYER: 


1. The first time you are informed that you will face a 
calamity—say, a warrant on your name from the 
courts—it is the first thing that interfered with your 
peace and happiness. This state resembles the time of 
zawal (declining of the sun; hence an approach to the 
end) because it points to the decline of your 
happiness. The Zuhr prayer is determined against this 
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time and its time commences with the decline of the 
sun. It implies remembrance of the One who has in 
His power and tuming to Him. The messenger of 
Allah said about the hour of zawal that at this time the 
doors of the heavens are opened. “Therefore, I prefer 
that a deed of mine ascend towards heaven at this 
time.” Besides, it is the demand of this changing 
phase that one turn one’s attention towards Allah. The 
effects of this change that are observed on a man’s 
body are described in the books of medicine. For 
instance, it is found in Mujrah al Qaloob sharah 
gqanunchah : 
Wiha 4 SI al gh ay aed ga aS” Sj tes gy 
wth Oh Sit & glally SLI oy 

“The sleep in the afternoon that is known as 

haylulah grows the sickness of forgetfulness. It is 

sO called because it impedes the slee ping man from 

prayer.” 


Hence, it is wise to be occupied in obedience rather 
than sleep to protect oneself from this alteration of phase. 


WISDOM IN OFFERING THE ZUHR ONCE THE 
HEAT HAS COOLED DOWN - 


The'Holy Prophet 1, ae di ul» has said: 
“When the heat is severe, postpone the zuhr prayer 


till it is cooler, for the violent heat comes from the 
. bubbling over of hell.” 
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This shows that Allah does manifest to us in this 
world the conditions of Hell and paradise in a reasonable 
inanner. 


THE REASON FOR THE ASR PRAYER: | 


(2} The next change come over when you are drawn nearer 
lo trus and tribulation. For example, you receive a warrant 
and 1s arrested and brought before the ruler; you are much 
lrightened and restless. This state of affairs resembles the 
sun whose light has faded and one can look at it directly. 
The time of sunset is very near. One must realize from it 
that no matter how perfect one may be, decline is 
imminent. Keeping this spiritual condition in view, the 
-l'sr prayer is fixed for this time so that one may pay 
attention to the Owner of this time of decline and seek His 
Mercy. Besides, it is such a time that there is no way to 
make up for negligence at this hour. Negligence at this 
hour causes a very bad effect on one’s physique. 
Muhammad Arzant Hakim has said, “Sleep at the time of 
sr gives rise to many diseases and sometimes he is 
ruined who sleeps at this hour.’ So, the demand of this 
time is that instead of sleeping one may busy oneself in 
worship. 


THE REASON FOR THE MAGHRIB PRAYER: 


(3) The third change comes over when all hopes for 
release from the calamity vanish. For example, you are 
given a charge sheeted and witnesses testify against you 
and you are completely preplexed and much wormed; you 


a 
' Arabic word is ¥ iu 
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consider yourself as a prisoner. It is similar to the time 
when the sun sets and all the hopes for the daylight are 
given up. Against this background the Maghrib prayer is 
fixed so that it may compensate the high hopes one 
entertains. 


THE REASON FOR THE ISHA PRAYER: 
(4) The fourth change is when you are surrounded by 
calamity. Continuing from the example above, the 
witnesses have deposed against you, the verdict is read out 
and you are sentenced and handed over to a constable. 
This condition resembles night fall and total darkness. In 
these spiritual circumstances the ‘/sha prayer is observed 
So that you preserve yourself from the calamity. Night and 
darkness symbolizes the difficulties and problems and day 
and light represent comfort and salvation. An Arab poet 
has described this natural symbolization in this way: 
039 Call sory Lay oboe cat AL LU ote I 
oy gat > pall OG led Whe aS Ob NN cae? SS 

Do you see that after the dark night spreads it 

heralds the morning light. Thus, if you are wise, do 

not give up hope for time passes through different 

phases, 


THE REASON FOR THE F4JR PRAYER: 


After you have spent a lot of time in this darkness, 
the Mercy of Allah finally showers itself on you. It 
relieves from the darkness following which it is dawn and 
the same light manifests itself with the day. In this 
condition of light, the Fajr prayer is observed. 

Allah has appointed five prayers for-you in relation 
to the five changes over ybu. You can fathom thereby that 
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these five time prayers are particularly for your own 
benefit. Thus, if you wish to preserve yourself from these 
calamities, do not neglect the five prayers, they are the 
check over the five changes within you and in your 
spiritual life and a relief from the impeding calamities. 
You do not know what the new day will bring for you. 
Belore it gets further, turn to your Lord so that it may be a 
day of good and blessings for you. It is an hour when 
negligence on the part of man will cause him tremendous 
spiritual loss and sleep at these hours harms the body very 
much. The author of Mufrah al Qaloob writes: 
“The sieep at dawn (known in Arabic as 
Bahaylulah) harms the sleeping person very much. 
Especially if the stomach is empty it will cause 
much harm.” 


THE SECRET BEHIND FIXING THE TIMES OF 
COMMNENCEMENT & END OF PRAYER: 


If people were asked to offer their prayer at a 
particular time, not before that and not after that but at a 
specified time just long enough to finish the prayer then 
that would have much inconvenience. To help them the 
duration has been extended somewhat. The times of prayer 
are fixed within a range, the commencement and the final 
time: these are the limits. 


WISDOM BEHIND PUNCTUALITY: 


The sense of punctuality prompts a man to 
discharge his obligation at the appointed time and he is 
restless until he has done his duty. His spiritual sense gets 


The Wisdom behind the Commands of islam 


him to do it whether he likes it or not. A pious Muslim, 
just as he hears the call for prayer (azan), prepares himself 
immediately for his prayers. One who is regular at prayers 
is like one who is perpetually occupied in prayers. After he 
offers one prayer he is worried about the next one. 
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AZAN 


WISDOM BEHIND AZAN: 


The congregational prayer is a necessary affair. It 
is difficult for people to gather at one place at an 
appointed time without being reminded. It is also the 
demand of wisdom that the azan may not only be a 
reminder and a call but it may also be one of the signs of 
Islam. The words may be called out for the people, and 
symbols may be a means of respect for the religion. 
People’s answer to the call may show that they have 
submitted to the religion of Allah. Thus, it is made up of 
mentioning of Allah, the testimonials and the call to 
prayer with the words ;,Lai Je > which is the purpose of 


the azan. 


WHY PLACE THE FINGERS IN THE EARS WHEN 
CALLING OUT THE AZAN: 


Ibn Majah has related this Hadith: 
canal Je SI YD pl play ale di ho Bt Jy, at 
1 ya} ab I al JU ail 
The messenger of Allah ,Ly ale a1 lo directed 


Bilal « & ,»,that he should place his two fingers in his two 


ears when calling out the azan. He said that doing this 
would make his voice louder. 
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THE WISDOM IN CALLING OUT AZAN IN NEW 
BORN BABY’S EAR: 

The azan is called out in the new born’s ear as a 
first thing because whatever he hears first casts a lasting 
impression on his mind and forms a part of his nature. 
Therefore, the Prophet .L; < 4) commanded that the 
first sound called out in a new born’s ear should be the 
confirmation of Tawheed (Unity of Allah) . and 
Messengership (of Muhammad 1.) 4 The voice at 
the time of birth casts a lasting impression. 
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PECULIARITY OF AS-SALAH (PRAYER): 


THE REASON THE KA’BAH IS FACED IN THE 
PRAYER: 


LJ 


For ages together, it has been the custom among 
peoples that when they eulogize the king or a ruler 
when they stand before him. Then they praise him and 
glorify him. The same thing in prayer is a mode of 
worship. The spirit of worship is humility and 
concentration and it cannot be achieved without peace 
and shunning other thoughts. Further, unless a 
worshipper pays attention a specified aim he cannot 
get peace. That is why a specific direction is faced in 
prayer. 


The apparent and the visible sides has a relation with 
the hidden and unseen. It is such that if one adopts 
single mindedness in his open life, his inner self is 
also on a single path. This is why it is necessary to 
face the Oiblah in prayer. 


It is necessary that there should be a single direction, 
Oiblah, for everyone so that they are all visibly on 
unanimity. Then, when they are all united or receiving 
the invisible blessings of worship, it will grow in their 
hearts tremendous giow. It may be compared to 
lightening several candles in a house, which together 
create a great illumination. This is why Friday prayers 
and the congregational prayers bring together people 
of one locality. And tn Eids and on Fridays people of 
one town are together and during Hajj people of 
different countries of the world assemble at one place. 
It the source of emanating light of worship 
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prominently. Beside, it is not possible to assemble all 
the people of the world at one place so the direction 
of that place is substituted for it and prayers are 
offered in that direction. 

It is very clear and obvious to an intelligent person 
that of the several modes of worship in vogue in the 
world, the Messenger determined for his Ummah, his 
method of worship and brought them all on one 
direction towards which they turned in worship. The 
house of Allah at Makkah was erected by the great 
proponent of Unity of Allah, and then a Prophet from 
his descendants continued that mission in later days. 
When Muslims stand in prayer and tum towards the 
Ka’bah these facts pass before their eyes. The efforts 
of Prophet in propagating Islam are recalled! 

It is obvious if anyone goes to a place, he has the 
occupier in mind. Whatever etiquettes he follows 
there are for the owner of the place. It is like anyone 
bowing down before a throne in salute, the throne is 
not the object of respect but the king or prince who 
sits on the throne. Thus by the house of Allah, the 
house is not the aim but the owner of it, Allah. 


THE SECRET IN KEEPING THE PLACE AND THE 
CLOTHES CLEAN FOR PRAYER: 


l, 


In the presence of kings, the subjects are mindful 
too of cleanliness, purity of place and clothes. To 
get admittance to their presence, the subjects take 
care of the place and their own garments, which 
must be cleaned and tidy. So, just as our worldly 
masters prefer clean clothes and tidy place, the 
Creator of all, the Ruler of the rulers, the King of 
all kings likes purity, cleanliness of dress and place 


The Wisdom behind the Commands of tslam 91 


and purity and sincerity of heart. He is Pure and 
loves the pure. He hates every kind of ugliness and 
dirt and detests these things. The kings too enjoy 
their royalty through His blessings and mercy so 
they too value purity and cleanliness through His 
teachings and it is according to the true instinct. 
Allah is Pure and this ts His attribute, so He loves 
purity and cleanliness to the highest extent. Thus it 
iS imperative that a worshipper while he prays 
have the place pure and his garments pure. These 
are necessary conditions of prayer. This is why He 
has said: 
PSU Nas UG 
And your garments do purnfy, and defilement does 


shun. 
(al-Muddaththir 74:4-5). 


2. Impurity and uncleanness go with the devil. 
Therefore, in standing before Allah, we must 
dissociate with everything that is devilish otherwise 
there will-be lack of concentration. 
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THE SECRET IN FIXING THE MOVEMENTS IN 
PRAYER AND IN THE CONDITIONS: 


If worship was not prescribed according to prescise 
forms and conditions, then everyone would adopt an 
unintelligent mode withouts uniformity. The commands of 
Allah are observed properly only when they have a 
prescribed time factor, essentials or paris or a set of 
conditions. The worshipper must be humble at heart for 
Allah, focus his attention to Allah in respect and owe for 
Him ; these are unseen things. He must also display 
something outwardly to discipline himself. The Messenger 
of Allah has disciplined it into two things: to say Allahu 
Akber (Allah is the Greatest) by the tongue because it is 
natural to a man when anything is set in his heart his 
tongue and all his organs act in accordance with it. The 
Messenger of Allah phey oe dt 1. has said: 


AIS AE clo Come 131 dedae eal ool Loe 0 ol 
“There is a piece of flesh in the body of man. 
When that is sound, entire body is sound.” 


Thus, the tongue and other parts of the body 
reflects the condition of the heart in their actions. The 
condition of the heart is disciplined in this way. This is 
why the obvious and visible essentials and conditions are 
molded in accordance with the invisible movements, 
conditions, and rules. 


REALITY OF PRAYER: 


], When anyone beseeches his Lord to relieve him of an 
affliction or bless him with a favour then it is proper 
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that he adopts an approach of respect towards Him 
and use words of respect. This will display his 
pleading attitude. The prayer of /stisqa (for rain) is 
masnun for this very reason that it displays a very 
beseeching attitude. There are really three basic 
matters in prayer (1) To show humility of heart in the 
face of Allah’s Majesy and Glory. (2) To express the 
greatness of Allah one’s own humbleness and tongue. 
And (3) Keeping in view the submissiveness, one 
must display full respect with one’s limbs. 


A poet has said: 
Lot] pavall y gh, cS rip se clon oSiatil 
“Your blessings have made a surrender to You 
three things —-my hand, tongue and the hidden 
heart.” 


The respectful approach also includes ‘standing 
before Allah and make supplications to Him. More 
. appropriate than standing before Him is to relinquish 
oneself into submission. It is universally known that 
holding the neck high is a sign of arrogance while bowing 
down and lowering the head are the signs of 
submissiveness. Allah has said: 


_..to which their necks would remain bowed in 
humility. 
(As-Su’ara, 26:4) 


Even more appropriate is to rub one’s head on the 
ground, the head being the chief of all the limbs of a 
man’s body. It is the focus of the senses of a man. These 
are three manners of showing respect and are known to all] 
men. Their kings and governors are shown respect in one 
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of these manners. The best mode is the one in which all 
the three manners are combined together, progressing 
from the minor way of showing respect to the major so 
that there may be a gradual deepening in humility. This is 
more beneficial than the straightway higher manner of 
humility or than a turn from the higher manner to a lower 
manner. Ritual manner has this excellent mode, the 
attitudes of nearness are found in its sequence. 


WHY FOLD THE HANDS BELOW THE NAVAL 
OR ABOVE IT OR ON THE CHEST: 


Folding the hands below the navel is to seek 
chastity and to cover that part of the body which is known 
as sair. To fold them on the navel is to symbolize the 
lawful food and drink and to fold them on the chest is to 
be steadfast on the wuth and to pray for opening up of the 
heart. 


THE REASON SPACE SHOULD NOT BE LEFT 
BETWEEN WORSHIPPERS IN 
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYERS: 

Shah Waliullah uw jinx, has said that experience 
shows that sitting close together in groups and 
remembering Allah helps concentrate deeply. It produces 
savour in the exercise and banishes all risk. If sitting close 
together is neglected, these benefits are lost and all the devils 
are able to interfere to the extent the benefits are lost. 


WISDOM IN STANDING RESPECTFULLY IN 
PRAYER: 

All the limbs are gathered together —contracted —in 
prayer in submission of one’s soul respectfully before 
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Allah. It is like the condition of the subjects when they 
stand awe-stricken before the kings. The feet are drawn 
closer, the standing is respectful and the eyes are lowered 
and not allowed to wander about. It is expected of those 
who believe in Allah that they stand respectfully and it 
comes naturally to them. It is the polite to bow down in 
obedience, and it is a perfect sign of devotion to prostrate. 


THE SECRET IN RAISING BOTH HANDS IN THE 
TAKBIR TAHRIMAH (FIRST TAKBIR): 


The raising of the hands to the ears symbolizes the 
worshipper’s confirmation that he owns nothing. 
“Everything belongs to You, O Allah! You alone are the 
owner of everything. I am empty- handed, needy and one 
aspirant to Your favours. I stand before You as such.” It 
also signifies that the worshipper concedes that he has no 
strength or power while Allah has all strength and power 
and he beseeches Allah to help him in this pious effort. 
Ibn Arabi has said: : 


SY AU MSY Ot cee Gt May a3 
“He should raise both his hands before Allah 


conceding that power and might belong to Him 
and he himself has no power and strength.” 


Thus, when a worshipper says Allahu Akbar and 
raises two hands in submission, he absolves himself of all 
save Allah and present himself before Him. 


WHY SHOULD A WOMAN NOT RAISE HER 
HANDS ABOVE HER SHOULDERS: 


In a woman’s raising her hands above her 
Shoulders only is an indication that her rank is lower than 
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man’s. It is also in conformity worth the veil that she is 
required to observe. 


WHY STAND RESPECTFULLY IN PRAYER: 

Standing respectfully in prayer is to signify a 
petitioning attitude by a helpless, desperate and humble 
worshipper. Prayer is a divinely symbol. It represents 
wholehearted worship and resembles an appealing posture 
before the King of kings. He is praised before the 
supplication is made to him in the words ¢u.al) (Guide us!). 
Such postures are gone through in prayer as one adopts 
when making a petition to the kings. The limbs are 
contracted and thoughts are not allowed to divert one’s 
attention. The whole body stands respectfully. This mode 
of standing jis suitable according to the natural 
expectations too, 


WHY IS IT DISALLOWED TO LOOK HERE AND 
THERE AND TO TALK TO ANYBODY IN 
PRAYER: 


The Messenger of Allah L., us i 1. has said: 
cic I gle yay dal le ads Sha it dy 
ate 2 Fl adh 154 
“Allah continues to tum favourably towards the 
slave while he is engaged in prayer as long as he 


does not look this and that side. But, if he does so, 
Ailah tums away from him.” 


Jt means that Allah removes His merciful gaze 
from the slave if he diverts his attention. As long as a 
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slave is devoted to Allah attentively, the door of 
forgiveness is opened for him by Allah. The moment the 
slave is inattentive he not only deprives himself of this 
blessing but he makes himself liable to Allah's 
punishment. When a man is in the court of a worldly king, 
he does not look here and there and talk to anyone else or 
do anything unreasonable. How can then he expect to be 
forgiven these acts in the court of the King of kings? The 
holy Prophet .-; 1 51 1. has said: 
agrtss am MOU att ie 1G 6 plall Sh Sol pd 1, 
“When one of you gets up to pray he must not 


remove pebbles, for Mercy is facing him.” 
A similar connotation is derived from another Hadith: 


AS OWS oe tet Ud peas Y aghall ade ot 
OT al del by Selly reel & Ul 
“Nothing is correct in conversation during prayer. 


Prayer is tasbik (glorification), takbir (saying that 
Allah is Great) and recitation of the Qur’an. 


WHY IS THANA IS RECITED IN THE PRAYER: 


1. Itis like the salutation of the court. 


2. It is instinctive to man that when he approaches a 
great and glorious ruler to make a petition for his 
needs, he begins with the praise of that ruler. He 
recounts his majesty and glory concedes his own 
baseness and pitiable condition. Then he presents his 
petition. We are taught the same approach in prayer so 
that man may recognize the Greatness of Allah and 
his own helplessness and he may realize that he is 
standing before the Almighty. 
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THE SECRET IN RECITING THE TA’AWOOZ: 


The Ta'awooz is recited in prayer after the thana 
because.A lah has said: 
oe ae ae Sow eth TS 
pomp! OMe ol LG OLB lS IU 
So when you- recite the Qur’an, seek refuge in 
Allah from the accused Satan. (an-Nahl, 16:98) 


Because the surah Al-Fatihah is a part of the 
Qur'an, it is necessary to recite the ta ‘awooz before it. 


WHY TASMIYAH BEFORE AL-FATIHAH: 


The secret in reciting the tasmiyah before Al- 
fatihah lies in the fact that Allah has placed blessings in it 
for His slaves who may get these blessings through it 
before they recite the Qur’an. 


THE SECRET IN RECITING AL-FATIHAH: 


It is necessary to recite Al-Fatihah in the Qur'an 
because it is a comprehensive supplication. Allah has 
revealed it to teach it His salves that they should praise 
and glorify Him in that manner. They should seek His help 
in that way and confirm that they worship Him alone. 
They should seek the path that is perfectly right and seek 
to be saved from the path of those on whom has been his 
wrath and who have gone astray. The best supplicatjon is 
that which is comprehensive. Surah Al-Fatihah begins 
with the praise of Allah and recalls His attributes as 
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Nourisher and Sustainer of all His creation, His mercy on 
all of them generally and specially and His Sovereignty 
and Power to punish and reward. After that His guidance 
is sought. 


THE SECRET IN RECITING ANOTHER SURAH 
WITH SURAH AL-FATIHAH: 


The Surah Al-Fatihah is a petition and another 
surah is the answer to that petition being the secret to 
success of mankind. The petition il) b1,a! tual {Guide us 
lo the straight path} is followed by the recital of the next 
surah which says : 

jell cb oi Ys cs 
This is the book (of Allah), there is no doubt, 
guidance for the God-fearing... (al-Baqarah, 2:2) 


This tells us that the petition is answered and the 
petitioner’s hopes are fulfilled. it is now his responsibility 
to be grateful for this favour and to be respectful. The 
wisdom is explicit in the bowing and prostration postures 
which are gone through when favours are received. The 
worshipper’s petition to Allah to guide him may be 
considered as a patient’s plea to the doctor for medicine. 
His disease is unworthy deeds and beliefs and he seeks 
release from that. So, Allah tells him, “Take the words of 
my Qur’an as medicine for your disease. Recite something 
from it. This medicine is enough for such common 
maladies as moral depravity, idolatry, ostentatious 
behaviour, pride, jealousy and malice. 

In the recitation of the Qur’an you will find your 
medicine.” That is why the worshipper recites something 
from the Qur’an apart from Al-Fatihah., Al-Fatihah is like 
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the patient describing the condition to the doctor and the 
other surah is like the medicine prescribed by the doctor 
to the patient who accepts it gratefully. 


THE REALITY IN BOWING AND PROSTRATION: 


Lad 


If we look at it carefully, Ruku and Sajdah (bowing 
and prostration) are the two conditions that the slave 
of Allah must adopt on receiving the glad tidings of 
granting of his prayer as we have seen earlier. 


When the message of the King of kings, the Qur’an is 
recited then it is impertative that the worshipper 
should bow and prostrate in compliance. When the 
subjects receive an order from the ruler and it is read 
over to them then they display their willingness to 
obey. Thus, the ruku and sujud are the expressions of 
obedience to Allah’s commands that are read over to 
them. 


Once a person realizes the Majesty of Allah and sees 


_ his own nothingness in relation to that, the state of 


thought that should pass over him physically is 
reflected in bowing. This is known in Islamic 
terminology as ruku. Then the realization of His 
unlimited exalted station and one’s own low station 
creates in the heart a condition that is reflected in 
lowering the head and the face on the ground —the two 
organs being the chief limbs of one’s own body. The 
nose is rubbed on the dust of His House. The Islamic 
terminology for this is sajdah. 


The worshipper has to stand in the presence of Allah 
in prayer. The standing posture-is part of the manners 
of the slave and it is the first posture of the prayer. 
Ruku is the second posture showing that the salve is 
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prepared to bow down his neck in obedience to the 
command of Allah. Sajdah is the third posture and it 
displays perfect manners and perfect humility, which 
is the purpose of worship. These postures serves as a 
reminder and the inner forms are realized through 
them. 


THE REASON FOR TWO PROSTRATION IN 
PRAYER: 


The first prostration reminds oneself that he was 
born of that very dust. The second prostration reminds him 
that he will return to that very dust. 


THE WISDOM IN RECITING SURAH AL- 
FATIHAH IN EVERY RAKA’AH OF PRAYER: 


It is the peculiarity of man that he does not accept 
advice of an admonisher on the first admonition. In the 
same way the rust on his heart does not clear on the first 
remembrance of Allah. Even in everyday life when 
anything is rusted, it will not speak on the first application 
of the burnisher. In the same way the surah Al-Fatihah is a 
burnisher for many diseases —very serious one's too —and 
that is why it Is recited many times in a single prayer. 


THE WISDOM IN ASSEMBLAGE IN FIVE DAILY 
PRAYERS, FRIDAY, EIDS AND HAJJ: 


The gathering together of the people of a locality 
every day five times and then standing shoulder to 
shoulder; feet next to each other before One Real Divinity 
IS a great sign of national unity. Then, every seventh day 
on Friday, people of small townships and settlements 
assemble in a big Jami Masjid, neat and tidy. A religious 
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scholar delivers the sermon after praising Allah. Again, on 
Eid day, twice every year, people from flung areas 
assemble in a large ground and display to the world the 
light of Islam as a large congregation of the great guide. 
Once in a lifetime, scattered people of different countries 
collect together in the land where the light of unity shone 
for the first time. They sing the praises of the Lord of the 
lords, Deity of everything. In this way different groups 
look at the Bay:Allah every year and refresh their faith 
with renewed determination. It is highly ignorant to 
suppose that this thing can be achieved on seeing such 
places of remembrance and symbols and to accuse the 
believers in the unity of Allah -that Muslims are -of 
worshipping creatures of Allah. Anyone who accuses them 
in this manner must realize that if the Qur’an had allowed 
it then what better place to indulge in idol worship could 
be had than the grave of the Breat guide, Muhammad 
Mustafa, .L, 2 41 + Allah did not allow his grave to be 
located at Makkah so that the Ka ‘hah may free of every 
kind of imagination and fantasy leading people to attribute 
to him supernatural qualities. 


WHY IS QAWMAH NECESSARY IN PRAYER: 


In going down to prostrate a worshipper has to 
bow down and this bowing is not the same as the bowing 
posture (Rwku) but it is a mean to go down to sajdah 
(prostration). This is the third posture different frdm ruku 
and sajdah so that ruku and sajdah, and sajdah and ruku 
may be distinguished as separate modes of worship. The 
intention for each of them may be made separately. The 
third posture is gawmah (standing momentarily). 
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At these hours they have Jess thought on mind and are not 
much worried either. Therefore the recital at these hours is 
more effective on the hearts which are not bunkered with 
thoughts and worries. The ears are more receptive because 
they do not have to hear other things. Anything spoken at 
night is passed on directly to the heart. By the ears; it is 
then well received and effective. This effect is confirmed 
by the Qur’an toa: 

“Surely the rising by the night (for worshi p) is the 

most potent (way) of subduing the self and making 

the speech most upright. (al-Muzammil, 73:6). 


It is also confirmed by the experience that a sweet 
voice. the singing of the birds and the beat of drums is 
well received by the hearts in the night than during day 
lime. Thus, an audible recital is adopted at hours when it 
is more effective, 


In the same way. an inaudible recital of the Qur’an 
at the hour of ZuAr and Asr is not without reason. There is 
a lot of noise in the markets and at the homes during 
daytime. Hearts are occupied in many tasks and there is 
commotion everywhere so that it is difficult to pay 
attention to anything well. That is why the recital at these 
hours is silent or inaudible. It is this very thing that Allah 
has referred in the Qur’an when he says: 


Surely there is for you by day a prolonged 
occupation. 
(al-Muzammil, 73:7) 


One cannot concentrate well during this time but at 
night the heart is synchronized with the tongue and the 
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tongue with the ear. This is why it is Sunnah to recite a 
longer passage of Qur’an in the Fajr prayer compared to 
recital in other prayers. The Holy Prophet .,u i: _.oused 


to recite from sixty to a hundred verses in the Fajr prayers. 
Sayyidina Abu Bakr « 5: ,;, recited the surah al-Bagarah 
in the Fajr prayers. Sayyidina Umar bin al-Khattab recited 
surah aun-Namil, Hud, Al-Isra or Yunus. The heart is restful 
after waking up from sleep and it is wise that the first 
words conveyed to the heart through the Words of Allah 
in which there is good and blessings for man. At this hour 
those words cast a deep impression on the heart without 
any interruption and make a home there. 


WHY AUDIBLE RECITAL ON FRIDAY AND EID 
PRAYERS: 


When a day time prayer is also a means of 
propagation of Islam, teaching sermonizing and exhorting 
then the recital in such prayer is audible. Examples are 
Friday, two Eids and /stisqa (prayer for rain). According 
to some scholars an audible recital is resorted to even in 
the Kusuf prayer (Kusuf is solar eclipse; Kusuf is lunar 
eclipse). To resort to an audible recital at these hours is 
helpful in collecting the people together. It is also an 
opportunity to deliver sermon to the people and an audible 
recital is most suitable on these occasions. There is a large 
gathering of people at these times and these people will 
not have such an opportunity again very soon. The 
propagation of Islam and teaching is among the great aims 
of the Messengership. Allamah Ibn Qayyim says about it: 


tell Bo ella Al BIT ae pom hp lee AUG Fp she ISI 


BF Ally pet dee ett Ob Gy Sy LEY, del, 
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thay pace at OS A’ op ab earl Gilly 9 paill Jad 
Whe J dolin pbisl oo ya Le pllanlt aol 


In short, it is decreed that the recital at such 
Opportunities must be audible so that people may ponder 
Over the Qur’an. They may know the greatness of the 
Qur'an, too. 


WHY IS THE SERMON DELIVERED ON FRIDAY 
& EIDS ETC. 


A sermon is also delivered on Friday, the two ids 
and at time of prayers of Kusuf and Istisga Thus those 
people who do not know may learn. They may be told 
about Islam and exhorted to obey its teachings, and they 
May become aware, and learned. Those who are already 
aware and leamed but lack practice may be warned. 


WHY IS TASHAHHUD RECITED AFTER EVERY 
TWO RAKAAT: 


In its original form, prayer consisted of two 
raka‘at (units) only. The other untts are to supplement 
them. Therefore, tashahhud is recited after every two 
raka at. In this way, the original is distinguished from the 
branch and because of that the first two raka‘at have a 
surah, recited with surah AtF ‘Jatihah, as a wajib obli patory 
act). No surah, is recited besides AL-Fatihah in the last 
two. 
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THE SECRET IN JALSAH: 


The two prostrations can only be distinguished if 
there is a third posture separating them. Therefore. the 
posture of ja/sah (sitting down for a while) is appointed 
between them. Unless executed calmly, both gmvmah and 
julsah would be like fooling around; therefore, it 1s 
required that the worshipper should go through them 
calmly and composedly. 


THE WISDOM IN CALLING OUT THE TAKBIR 
WHILE BOWING DOWN AND PROSTRATING: 


1. The secret in calling out the takbir everytime the 
worshipper bows down or gets up —from the posture 
to posture —is that the soul remembers the Majesty 
and the Greatness of Allah. Its attention is drawn to 
its own base nature and indigence. 


2.. The other wisdom is that the worshipper in a 
congregation hear the axbir called out and know that 
the Imam is moving from one posture to another. 


THE REASON FOR SILENT RECITAL IN ZUHR 
AND ASR BUT AUDIBLE RECITAL IN FAJR, 
MAGHRIB AND ISHA PRAYERS: 


There is much wisdom in prayer at the times of 
Zuhr and ‘Asr, and an audible recital in the Fajr, Maghrib 
and Isha prayers. At the hours of Fajr, Maghrib and Isha 
people are normally unoccupied, not given to speaking 
and not moving about much. They are quiet and resting. 
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WHY ARE SALUTATIONS OFFERED IN PRAYER: 


As the worshipper finishes compliance with the 
commands of Allah, he is given permission to sit before 
him. He is asked what gift he has brought before Allah. He 
sits on his left foot folded towards the right and the right 
erect over its toes and says: “O Allah, only You are worthy 
of salutations, prayers and every good thing, the heartfelt 
devolions and bodily worship, as well as monetary efforts. 
So, all my possessions and body, are before You to obey 
You.” 


THE SECRET IN CONVEYING SALUTATION ON 
THE PROPHET IN TASHAHHUD: 


During prayer, Salutations are sent, too, to the 
Prophet,1, 4 ,i-. In this way, the worshipper 
remembers him, too, in his heart and confirms his 
Messengership valuing the blessings of Islam and the 
Prophet's -L, «tc 5. preachings. In gratitude, salutations 
are sent to him: 

dil Sty fp Poe 

“He who is not grateful to men, how can he be 

grateful to Allah.” 

In conveying salutations, some of the rights of the 
Prophet -; 51 1. will be given. 


THE WISDOM IN CONVEYING SALUTATIONS 
ON THE GENERAL BODY OF MUSLIMS & THE 
RIGHTEOUS: 


In prayer, salutation is conveyed on a larger body: 
cealt sialic He Uke pe 


“Peace be in us and on the nghteous slaves of 
Allah.” 


The Holy prophet has said, “When these words are 
on the lips of a worshipper then the salutation is conveyed 
lo every pious worshipper whether he is in the heavens or 
on earth.” 

The scope of the salutation over a large body 
fulfils the right of compassion over the creatures. 


WISDOM IN INDICATING WITH THE INDEX 
FINGER: 


Shah Waliullah has said that the secret lies in 
raising the index finger to indicate the unity of Allah. This 
synchronizes words with deeds and the meaning of 
Oneness of Allah is shown before the eye. 


THE WISDOM IN SHUNNING UNDESIRABLE 
POSTURES IN PRAYER: 


The movements in prayers correspond to 
distinguished postures and sound habits which are 
preferred by intelligent men. However, it is not allowed to 
imitate postures that imitate animals and unintelligerit 
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beings, for instance, pecking like a hen, sitting like a dog, 
lying down like a fox, sitting like a camel, spreading 
hands on the ground like beasts. Such styles, as smack of 
arrogant people or of those who are punished must be avoided 
too; for instance, to stand up with hands on the back. 


WHY INVOCATE BLESSINGS & MAKE 
SUPPLICATION AFTE TASHAHHUD: 


The Prophet 1, w i: a. has said that the 
worshipper must take a supplication of his choice after the 
lashahhud because that is the time to finish prayer. When 
he is offering prayer, the mercy of Allah encompasses him 
and a supplication in that condition is answered. The 
etiqquetes of making the supplication include (1) to praise 
and glorify Allah (2) to invoke blessings on the Holy 
Prophet 1-5 «te dit 16 so that the supplication is granted (3) 
to supplicate Allah for oneself, one’s parents and seeks 
His forgiveness, guidance etc. Then the worshipper may 
end his prayer —by turning his face to the right and left 
SayINg:a1 in,, Se pt “Peace be on you and the mercy of 
Allah.” 


THE REASON PRAYER ENDS WITH 
SALUTATION: 


In offering salutation to the right and left is an 
indication by the worshipper that during that time he was 
engaged in prayer he had gone outside this world: he had 
abandoned all but Allah and had gone to His presence. 
Since he has come back, he follows nonnal custom and 
Salutes everyone as an incoming man does. 


re atl as 2h, PY Ue 


A at oe Oi ats sty 
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THE REASON SUNNAH PRAYERS ARE OFFERED 
BEFORE AND AFTER THE FARD: 


The truth is that worldly occupations hinder people 
trom remembering Allah. Therefore, it is necessary to use 
something before the fard to remove the negligence. In 
that way, one will began the fard while he is free from all 
worldly occupations and his heart is at ease. This is the 
wisdom behind the Sunnah before the fard. Sometimes, a 
man goes through his prayers in such a way that he does 
not pay attention to the etiquettes so does not reap full 
benefit of the prayers. Hence, it is necessary that even after 
the fard some prayers must be offered to seize the purpose 
and make up for the deficiency in fard. The Sunnah is 
helpful in this regard. 


THE SECRET BEHIND NOT RECITING SURAH 
BESIDES AL-FATIHAH IN THE LAST TWO 
RAKA’AT OF FOUR RAKAAT PRAYERS: 

In fact, originaly prayers were made up of two 
rak'kat only. Then, Allah ordained that two raka’at be 
added to the fard of Zuhr, Asr and Isha and one to the fard 
of Maghrib to maintain its odd figure. It is normal practice 
that when something is added to an original, the addition 
is similar to, yet distinguished from the original in some 
way and slightly inferior. Thus if, in a four raka’at prayer, 
it was required that another surah be recited after surah 
Al-Fatihah in the final two raka’at too then these would 
have been at par with the first two. But the two units were 
added to make up any shortcoming in the original first two. 


WHY ARE.ROWS STRAIGHTENED & 
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYERS OFFERED: 


The aim of the congregation and the extra reward 
in joining it is to grow a sense of unity in the people. The 
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stress 1s too much on forging unity that the feet should be 
kept so closer together in a straight line. They may appear 
like one man so that the behavior of one man influences 
the other and there exists no distinction of self and 
selfishness. 


THE REALITY OF SALUTATION IN PRAYER: 


It is the right of Allah alone that He should be 
worshipped. No one should be associated with Him in 
worship. Allah is independent that anyone should be 
associated with Him. This is the essence of ctiwt (All 
salutations belong to Allah. The next words are: 

AS fy Sy Co le (SEI 

“Peace be on you, O Prophet, and the mercy of 
Allah and His favours! It is a fact that love grows: in the 
heart for one’s benefactor and teacher. It is obvious that 
the Messenger of Allah 1, 41. has shown us many 
favours and through then we have known Allah, believed 
in Him and leat His commands and what He has 
prohibited, and how to please Him. It is through His 
favours that we leamt the best ways of worship, the azan 
and the prayers. We have learnt from Him to progress to 
the highest spiritual levels. It is His favours that taught us 
the deep meaning of 41 «sy {There is no God except 
Allah}. His favours have brought Godliness in our lives. 
In short, there are countless favours of the Prophet ae ai 1. 
‘+s On us and we are so much obliged that it was possible 
that we could have made the some mistake that other 
people have made in regarding to their Prophets as gods or 
associates of God. Instead of using the favours of their 
prophets as a means to Godliness and recognizing God 
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they took their Prophets as deities. Those who told them 
of the unity of Allah were themselves taken as partners of 
Allah. They forgot their teachings that were pure and true 
and instead, worshiped these innocent teachers. However, 
Allah has mercy on this Ummah and favoured them so that 
the phrase J,-)) «42 4s (Muhammad is His slave and 
Messenger) was appended to 4 ¥I at ¥ forever and 
Muslims were protected from polytheism. For this very 
fine reason, even the grave of the Prophet -L-, 4 4! J» was 
located at Madinah, not Makkah. If the Prophet =! 1+ 
were buried at Makkah may someone would be inclined 
to worshipping him, or the enemies of Islam might have 
created difficulties. But, he is buried at Madinah. Those 
who have face the Ka’bah in the prayer and are on the 
north in Makkah facing the south have their backs towards 
Madinah and the grave of the Holy Prophet 1-5 a 3 
This is one way the grave of Holy Prophet -; 1 3 + will 
not be worshiped till the Day of Resurrection, and 
Muslims will be safe from joining partners with Allah. In 


benefactor. The ranks of Prophet 4, ws a1 i» keep 
progressing through this supplication which every Muslim 
~ makes for him in his prayer. oz) d)am)5..3) Wat Uhle A. 
He is thankful and loving and feels that the Prophet 4 4 
i ae was before him. That is why he uses the second 
person tense “Peace be on you, O Prophet 1-5 = yj and 
the mercy of Allah and His favours!” Then, after the 
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Prophet L, Je 411. the makes the supplication for the true 
servants of Islam, the companions 4 4\",+, the awliya 
Allah (friends of Allah) and their religious preachers, who 
have been and will be till the day of Resurrection for their 
kind help. After the Messenger of Allah -L, + 4: 1 these 
people have been much favourable to the Ummah; hence 
the supplication ts made for them: 
spelCall i ote Jey ale ACI 
Peace be on us and on the righteous slaves of 
Allah. 


THE WISDOM IN INVOCATING BLESSINGS ON 
THE PROPHET AFTER TASHAHHUD: 


potlal le cele LS tes J! dey tee le Joo mg 
JT de yiae de Sob tll at ee il est! J! dey 
Lf dm il pal pl ST ley patlal de oS LS dae 


O Allah! Shower blessing on Muhammad and on 
the family of Muhammad as You did shower 
blessings on Ibrahim and on the family of Ibrahim. 
Surely, You are Praiseworthy, Glorious. 

These words that we repeat in prayer are called 
‘durood’ in Urdu and salah in Arabic. This is an 
‘invocation of blessings on the Prophet 1, ws 31. . If we 
are true slaves and worshippers of Allah, and respect Him 
sincerely, loving His creatures and showing mercy on 
them, and we take advantage of knowledge and belief then 
all this is a part of blessing and favours of the Holy 
Prophet -) ae di i on us. If he did not love us and feel 


for us, how could we have received the Qur’an? If he had 
not been merciful and attentive to us and had not made an 
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effort or undergone hardships, how would we have known 
this religion? Then fet us remember that we are quick to 
love even those who favours us in little ways then why 
should Muslims not feel a deep love for the Messenger of 
Allah ,L, e 31. who has been very kind to the Ummah? 
Thus, it is that love that is manifest in the invocation of 
blessings on him. 


THE WISDOM IN HAVING AN IMAM & THE 
CONGREGATION: 


When it is determined to manifest an affair then it 
is given a practical shape and it is shown. Allah has 
preferred that everything in this world would be 
moderately disposed. Moderation is only possible when 
there is unity and unanimous link. Allah has shown unity 
and agreement in the form of congregation and jeadership 
in prayer. Look at the solar system. Allah has created the 
heavenly bodies and appointed the sun as their leader. All 
other heavenly bodies are subordinate to it. All the 
subsidiary bodies the satellites, are subservient. It is the 
same with the congregational prayer. It calls the children 
of Adam ot a to be united in the apparent sense and in 
the unseen thoughts too. It is the blessings of unity that 
has caused the world to stay together. There is always a 
need for an /mam in the world of creatures. How then can 
we suggest that Allah may not have appointed a spiritual 
Imam for the spiritual world on whom the chain would 
end gradually, step by step? They are the Prophets and 
Messengers and their Khulafa (vicegerents), The 
teadership (imamat) signifies this very link and unity and 
its chain ends with Sayyadina Muhammad the Messenger 
of Allah, ,t-; a 4... It is seen among his successors in the 


leaders (Imams) of prayer. If anyone goes contrary to that 
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and does not subscribe to the Importance of 
congregational prayer then he forsakes moderation and’ 
abandons the natural law and religious tenets to become a 
rebel. 


WHY WAS PRAYER NOT MADE ONE TIME 
AFFAIR: 


Question: Why prayer is compulsory five times a day, 
not just once? 


Answer: In the same way as the body needs 
nourishment at regular intervals to keep it fit and strong, 
so too the souls needs spiritual food regularly to keep it 
healthy, pure and strong. It is surprising that the question 
askes why the prayers are not offered Just once -why it is 
not a onetime affair? We remind him that to keep his body 
fit and strong he eats food many times each day. The soul 
is the finest and most delicate part of his existence, so — 
when enough care is taken of the body, what is wrong if 
only five times are set aside for nourishment of the sou}? 


Allah has made it compulsory on Muslims to 
gather together five times daily in obedience and, having 
purified themselves, to recall his Greatness and Majesty. 
There will-not a city or a settlement or a township where 
the five daily prayers are not observed. However, if all the 
inhabitants of the city or town were required to gather 
logether at one place five times every day then it would 
have been an inconvenience that they could not have 
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tolerated. Therefore, they all are required to assemble for 
prayers only once a week on Fridays. In the same way, 
villagers are required to assemble for the Eid prayers but 
because this would be a large gathering the Eid prayer is 
held outside the city in an open space. Yet, Muslims from 
all over the world remain deprived of meeting with each 
other. To get them together a large place was required 
where Muslims of different places could assemble in a 
fraternal atmosphere. Since, it is not possible that all 
categories, the rich and the poor, make it there, so only 
those who are able to undertake the journey are required to 
go there. 


THE SECRET IN MAKING THE SUPPLICATION 
AFTER PRAYER: 


The Ahadith tells us of some words and 
supplications of the Holy Prophet ,1-, us 4! i+ that he used 
to repeat after he had finished prayers. It is like taking 
leave from the court of a king and one does not go away 
quietly without words of farewell and salutation. There are 
proper etiquettes to take leave of a king’s court and a man 
does recall his petition. Thus, the Messenger of Allah 4: 2. 
-,t made this supplication after he had offered his fard 
prayer: . 

fC con's Uy (SE ats (Cl 
SMG Sad Y ODay 5 OSG 

“Q Allah! You are peace. And peace emanates 

from You and peace returns to You. You are 

blessed and Exalted, O Owner of Majesty and 

Nobility.” 
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There are other supplications too that the Prophet 
pie sie at i» made after prayer. 


THE SECRET IN SUTRAH! IN PRAYER: 


The secret lies in the fact that prayer is a symbol of 
Allah and it is wajib to respect it. Prayer may be compared 
to the condition of the slave who stands quietly and 
respectfully before his master to serve him. Therefore, it is 
also part of respect that no one may pass in front of 
anyone engaged in prayer because it is very bad manners 
to pass between a master and his slaves, who is standing 
before him. The Holy Prophet has said: 


aL oy te ary porls LEG 3 alt 3 6G BI Sua ol 
“When one of you stands up for the prayers, he 


confides with his Lord Who is between him and 
the Qiblah.” 


Besides, if anyone passes im front of one who is 
praying, he is distracted. Therefore, he is on the right if he 
disallows the man to pass before him. It{s for these two 
reasons that the use of the sutrah is allowed. To pass 
beyond the surah protects from both these two 
disadvantages. This is what the Messenger of Allah 41,1. 
eL-y ule has said: 


Aap pe Jee any te pS aol aby 13 
WS shy ge of dle Vy pra 


' this something placed before one engaged in prayer so that other 
may pass by beyond that thing and not between it and the worshipper. 
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“When one of you places in front of him 
something such as the pack of the saddle, he 
should pray without caring who passes on the other 
side of it.” 


The implication is that to disallow passage outright 
is fraught with inconveniences and difficulties so the 
Prophet --, we 4: J. directed that the worshipper place the 
sutra in front of him when he engages in prayer. This may 
uive the impression that the place of prayer is separate 
trom the other place and because of this separation the one 
who passes by may be as ifone who passes at a distance. 


WHY MAY PRAYER NOT BE OFFERED IN 
SHRINE: 


The reason one is not allowed to offer prayers in a 
shrine is that people may make it a practice to worship the 
graves of awliya or the scholars buried there. 


This is a very clear form of associating with Allah. 
Or, these people may come to feel that when they offer 
prayer in a shrine they attain nearness to Allah and this is a 
hidden form of associating with Allah. The Messenger of 
Allah .L, a a1. has said: 
ldorline prclasl y y3 Updates Letty > sgt Bt al 
“May Allah curse the Jews and the Christians who 


have taken up the graves of their Prophets as places 
of prostration.” 
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THE REASON PRAYERS IS DISALLOWED AT 
SUNRISE, SUNSET AND POINT OF DECLINING 
OF THE SUN: 


The reason for it is that the idolaters used to 
worships the sun at these phases of life. They prostrated 
themselves before it. Allah has disallowed doing anything 
that resembles their deeds. It is necessary that the form of 
worship that is the most supreme kind of worship should 
distinguish between the people of Islam and ‘the 
disbelievers in terms of hours of worship. 


WHY IS PRAYER DISALLOWED IN PUBLIC 
BATHS: 


The reason prayer is disallowed in public Baths is 
that people uncover themselves and move about 
continuously there. Because of these things it is difficult to 
concentrate and a man cannot beseech his Lord with 
presence of mind at that place. 


THE REASON IT IS NOT ALLOWED TO OFFER 
PRAYER AT CAMEL BARNS: 


We are disallowed to offer praying where camels 
are tied down because the camel is a great hoarse animal; 
it does not release anyone that it seizes and it is given to 
annoy people unnecessarily. It is the characteristic of this 
animal that it rebels. Under these circumstances, one 
cannot devote oneself to prayer at places where camels are 
bound down. The Holy Prophet .L, ue i: 1. has said: 


bY hls hai Vy pall ele J Iybe 
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“Pray in sheepfolds but not where camels rest 
’ . “qs : re 
because they are created with devilish behavior. 


WHY IS PRAYER NOT ALLOWED IN 
SLAUGHTER HOUSES?: 


The reason why,one must not pray in a slaughter 
house is that it is an impure place. There is blood and 
dung of animals at these places. It is necessary that prayer 
be offered -in a clean and pure atmosphere and 
decomposition takes place there. 


WHY IS PRAYER DISALLOWED ON A 
THOROUGH FARE: 


The first reason prayer is not allowed on a 
thoroughfare is that the worshipper will be distracted 
constantly by people moving about. Then the passers by 
themselves will be inconvenienced or they will not mind 
passing before the worshipper. Besides, animals also go by 
the road. These are the reasons one is disallowed to 
engage in prayers on the thoroughfare. Rather it is 
praying there: 

ade dit Le Bh J pe D ace Boo) thd! oy pe ye 
idly BI co ab ighalh YS iF Y ohly Qe JB ples 


Ge sallimety pV ghey platy ayy ably, 
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Sayyidina Umer bin al-Khattab has teported that 
the Messenger of Allah said that there were seven places 
where prayer is forbidden: on the roof of the house of 
Allah (BaytAllah) (a mark of respect), the graveyard (to 
guard against suspicion and polytheism), a dunghill 
(because of impurity), the slaughterhouse (for impurity 
and decay) a bath (because of nudity), resting places of 
camels and in the middle of thoroughfares (because of 
interference). 


THE WIDOM IN CONCESSIONS IN CERTAIN 
CASES: 


Man sometimes faces difficulties etc. If they are 
not given any consideration whatsoever then there will be 
a great hardship to the people. So, some concessions are 
allowed for the convenience of the worshipper. Allah has 
said: 

Fah SAE Ys TS oe 
Allah desires ease for you, and He desires not 
hardship for you. (al-Baqarah, 2:185) 


If, on the other hand, the concession is extended to 
exemption, then a person becomes accustomed to neglect 
that particular duty. A person is trained in the same 
manner as a rough animal is trained, by repeated practice. 
Those people who are used to training their souls or who 
teach children or animals know very well that in regularity 
lies attachment. Break of regular practice makes it difficult 
to bring oneself back again to the work and trying to do 
that is like a burden of oneself. One has to make fresh 
efforts for that. So there are two matters conceming it: (1) 
If one misses the time when an act of worship should have 
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been done then that should be redeemed. And (2) Some 
concessions are also in order for certain deeds, for 
Instance, in darkness, etc it is enough to determine the 
Qiblah by trying to ascertain it, and if anyone does not 
have enough garments he is allowed to pray without 
covering the required portion of his body and if he does 
not find water he may forgo ablution but make do with dry 
ablution (tayyamum). Even so much that if anyone cannot 
recite the Holy Qur’an, he is allowed to replace the recital 
with mere remembrance of Allah. If anyone is not able to 
Stand up in prayer, he may pray sitting down or lying 
down. If anyone cannot bow down or prostrate, his prayer 
will be valid if he merely bows his head a little. However, 
it 18 necessary that with the concession something else is 
done that keeps reminding of the original and stands out 
itself as a substitute. 


WHY IS A COMFORTABLE TRAVELLER 
ALLOWED POSTPONEMENT OF FASTING & 
CURTAILEMENT OF PRAYER: 


There is wisdom in.Allah’s permission to a traveler 
-even if he is comfortable -to postpone fasting and to 
shorten his daily prayers but not allowing the same 
concessions to a resident -even though he may be finding 
it difficult. There is no doubt that a traveler is privileged 
with these concessions. He may postpone fasting and may 
Shorten prayers; a resident may neither postpone nor 
shorten prayer. However, a resident who is handicapped 
with ilness is allowed ‘only to postpone fasting. This is 
based on the perfect wisdom of the teacher of Islam, 
Sayyidina Muhammad ,., i: 1. because a journey is in 
itself a piece of punishment. It entails difficulties, effort 
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and pain. Ifa traveler is among those people who are well- 
off, even then in terms of his status he surely puts on some 
effort and is in some difficulty. So, it is nearly a mercy and 
raison d'etre of Allah that He has spared him a portion of 
prayer and let only one portion suffice him in prayer. It is 
the same philosophy that He- has allowed the traveler 
option to postpone compulsory fasting which he may 
redeem at the conclusion of his journey, that is when he 
assumes residency. It is just like the concession to the sick 
and to the menstruating woman. In this way the purpose of 
this worship is not altogether lost because of the journey. 
As for the difficulties and problems faced by the resident 
they are not worthy of concession. Thus, if the concession 
to postpone fasting and shorten the prayer were allowed to 
a hardworking labourer or an industrious person then very 
significant forms of worship would have been lost. [f 
some people were required to fast and other were given 
the concession then there would not have been a. proper 
dependence on its observation. Besides, there is no such 
distinction that tells us when the concession may be 
availed and when not and ‘how it may be observed with 
proper discipline. In contrast, inconvenience and difficulty 
associated with travel so the lightening of the worship is 
reasonable. But, a sick or a handicapped residerit is 
allowed to postpone fasting and to offer prayers sitting 
down or lying down and the shortening of the prayers is 
not allowed to him. Besides, mere tiredness is not a 
dependable excuse because all the effort of this world and 
the Hereafter produce tiredness and require effort. As for 
him who does not put in an effort and undergo trouble, he 
does not find comfort and rélief. Only comfort and relief 
make one value effort and difficulty. In every profession 
that calls for the toil and hardwork, like farming or 
biacksmithing there is difficulty and inconvenience. 
Eaming is not possible in this world without effort and 
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hardwork. Professionals and hardworking people are 
occupied in their work and are not allowed to postpone 
fasting or shorten prayer. If they were given concessions, 
there would be much confusion. The concession is not 
granted in general labour and hardwork in daily life but it 
is allowed in specialized circumstances. In short, every 
effort and difficulty does not qualify for the privilege 
because there are many kind of efforts and hardships and 
if all of them were recognized (for the concession) then 
the commands of Allah would stand neglected. 


THE REASON FOR POSTPONED FASTING BUT 
EXEMPTION FROM PRAYERS TO A 
MANSTRUATING WOMAN: 


Ibn Qayyum ws dru-, has said: 
ole Pe ob aylall Oy RIL de pall tel Ly 
OT U att ob oth 2 Lal Gules y YeaSoy dy 2! 
Le ppbasll > LI Lee og Oly Lyle ai ¢ pty d dol Li ke 
23D iyball inde Ub ang fad! (ll Ble ys Yak 
7 Py SLY BU ppl GE py JT lay So pales 
com Ub Sed pal alt ald Ys ban gl pl 3 aot, 
Oppel ple Gag tales ale Cibo gki SMe 
day ab dA, pl ye Od Goll pyall dnlie fant gb 
Gayl By y ae ty aSaot, 


The obligation on a menstruating woman to fast 
but exemption allowed to her from prayer are 
among the beauties of Islam and its philosophies 
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and concessions. The reason is that the 
menstruating is a form of worship so the act of 
worship itself is not allowed during this period. 
The woman’s praying in her clean days is enough 
for her prayers during her days of menstruation 
because prayers are repeated again and again, 
every day. On the other hand, fasting is not an 
everyday affair but there is only one month in a 
year when fasting is compulsory and if the fasting 
on the menstruating days are exempted then their 
excellence cannot be compensated and the wisdom 
behind. the fasting is lost to the woman. Therefore, 
it is wajib (obligatory) on the woman to redeem the 
fast in her clean days so that she continues to 
receive the benefits of fasting that Allah has 
allowed His slaves to enjoy —merely through His 
Mercy and Favour. 


THE REASON PRAYER IS OFFERED ON THE 
ECLIPSE OF THE SUN AND THE MOON: 


The lunar and the solar eclipse are reminders or 
omens of calamities and difficulties. It is the demand of 
the Mercy of Allah and His wisdom that people know at 
the time of eclipses how they may ward off the calamities 
the eclipses bring and remove the evils. Allah has taught 
these things through His Messenger -L, ue 31 1. It is with 
Allah that He wards off calamity and misfortune when 
anyone makes a supplication. When supplication and 
calamity are found together then, by the Grace of Allah, it 
is prayer (supplication) alone that overcomes calamity, the 
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supplication being on those-lips that turn to Allah. It is 
affirmed in the books of Hadith, the Sahih’ Muslim and 
Bukhari, that the Holy Prophet ,L., we 41 said, “The sun 
and the moon are two signs of the sign of Allah. They are 
not eclipsed to presage aify one’s birth or death but they 
are two signs of Allah. It is with these two that Allah 
wams His slaves. So, when you see them, hurry to occupy 
yourself in prayer.” This Hadith points out that both these 
signs are to warn the sinners who may feel afraid because 
of their sins and evil deeds and fear the impending 
punishment against their misdeeds. This is why the 
Messenger of Allah ,1, u 4) .- has said about the eclipse 
that the people should do many pious deeds at the time of 
eclipse and may hasten towards piety. He said that they 
must engage in prayer sincerely and make supplications. 
They must praise Allah, remember Him, stand in prayer 
bow down, prostrate and seek Allah’s forgiveness and 
repent to Allah, give charity, free slaves and express 
humility. These deeds would serve as a shield for him 
against the punishment. It is a reminder of accidents and 
misfortunes and a warning. It is for this reason that those 
who are gifted with deep knowledge find some uneasiness 
coming into their hearts voluntanly. At such times there is 
a manifestation of light on earth which the people are 
gifted with knowledge realize and it is very reasonable 
that they gain nearmess to Allah. Thus, we see in the 
Hadith reported by Nomaan Bin Bashir about the eclipse 
that the Holy Prophet said: 


1A) goto alles oye tty ait LF 1a 
“When Allah manifests His light on any of His 
creation that creation bows down. before Him.” 


Further the infidels used to prostrate themselves 
before the sun and the moon. Therefore, it is necessary for 
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the Muslims when they see clearly anything that is not 
worthy of adoration they must submit before Allah and 
beseech Him humbly and prostrate before Him. Allah has 
said: 
crtilos (SAND iytmty pai Vy AU pan 
Prostrate not yourselves unto the sun nor to the 
moon; but prostrate yourselves to Allah Who 
created them. 
(Fussilat, 41:3). 
This prostration is a symbol of religion and a 
potent reply to the rejections, 


Question: If it is said that the eclipses occurs naturally 
on the movements of the stars and have no bearing on the 
punishment or reward to human beings, (then what is 
answer). 

Answer: The questioner affirms that an eclipse is 
result in the movement of the stars (cause) and we have 
said that the wisdom behind it is a caution. Thus, there is 
ho contradiction between the two. 


THE WISDOM IN CASTING THE SHEET UPSIDE 
DOWN IN PRAYER 


The implication of tuming the sheet upside down 
or the coat inside out in the istisga prayer is the seeking 
of change of weather and conditions from draught to 
abundant rain and famine to plenty. In the prayer of 
istisqa, the people tum over a new leaf from pride and 
arrogance, and haughtiness and ingratitude to repentance 
and humility and attitude of poverty and want. This is 
implied by reversing of the sheet or coat. The expression 
through behavior is more reliable than the expression 
through words, The display also implies a supplication for 
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salvation from evil deeds and manners and a desire of do 
good deeds and hare good manners Ibn Arabi has said: 
bf tlle JULY! 56 di yFaalla, SF ppl OS op 
“© you who offer the istisga prayer during famine 
and reverse your sheet, change your deeds and 
adopt good deeds that in may become the beloved 
of the Truth.” 


WHY IS AZAN NOT CALLED OUT FOR EID 
PRAYERS: 


On the ‘Eid day, there are many who announce and 
proclaim the Eid Prayer the takbir, tahmid and tahlil' are 
proper on this day. These recitals are to wake up the 
unaware. So, the Commands for azan and igamah are 
waved this day because both azan and igamah are called 
to announce and inform the unaware (Futuhat Makkiyah). 


WHY CALL OUT MORE TAKBIR IN THE EID 
PRAYER: 


On the day of Eid, People are inclined to be joyful 
and over indulging in that their eat more and occupy 
themselves in play and wasteful activities. They are thus 
likely to forget the majesty and grandeur of Allah. So ir 
order to caution them, more fakbir are added to the Kid 
prayers implying these by “O Allah” all greatness and 


_ majesty belong to you and all of us are nothing. (Futuhat 
Makkiyah). 


' Tokbir, tahmid, taflil, respectively: saying Allahu Akber, (Allah is 
great), praising Allah and reciting the Kalimah, La ilaha illallah 
(There is no god but Allah.) 
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THE WISDOM BEHIND RAISING HANDS TO THE 
EARS IN THE EID PRAYERS: 


In the ‘Eid prayers, the hands are raised upto the 
ear to signify the submission, “Allah, in the face of Your 
Greatness Grandeur and Majesty we surrender our 
greatness and grandeur. Only you are the Owner of all 
greatness and highness ” 


THE SIGNIFCANCE OF THE QUR’AN AS A 
SYMBOL OF ALLAH: 


The fact of the Qur’an as a symbol of Allah ts like 
the Kings dispatching proclamations to their subjects. So, 
in obedience to the Kings, the royal proclamations are 
respected, Before the Qur’an was revealed, there were 
Sahifah and other writings :of different people who though 
religious used to read them too and respect them but they 
were adulterated. There was need to learn the real sciences 
and to accept them. But that was impossible to achieve 
without a Book that they might read, respect and know as 
a symbol of Allah. These factors prompted the demand for 
the Mercy of Allah to manifest itself in a Book revealed by 
Allah, the Lord of the worlds. Respect whenever must be 
shown to that Book in such a manner that whenever it is 
recited, everyone should keep quiet and listen to it 
attentively. They should comply with its dictates promptly 
and prostrate themselves whenever it speaks out on the 
subject of prostration. When it calls upon its readers to 
glorify Allah, they must do that. 
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THE REASON THE MESSENGER OF ALLAH 4 
ale 
IS A SIGN OF ALLAH: 


The Messenger of Allah .-, ve 41 yw» is also a 
symbol of Allah because he is a messenger and he like that 
ambassador of King. who is sent to the subjects he 
conveys to them the commands and prohibitions of King . 
When the ambassador is respected, it signifies the respect 
of the one who has sent him. Thus, the respect of the 
messenger in seen in obeying his commands and in 
invocating blessings on him and one should lower his 
voice when he talks to him. 1 le ot be 


THE SECRET IN BEING FORGIVEN THROUGH 
PRAYER 

Prayer-has two advantages for the worshipper; it 
purifies the soul and it makes it humble before Allah. The 
result is that the soul purifies and it able to journey to the 
angelic world. It is a peculiarity of the soul that once it 
takes over an attribute then the other attribute that is 
opposite to the one it has adopted is removed from it, and 
it seems that the soul never had in it the opposite attribute. 
Thus, if anyone performs a perfect ablution, and observes 
prayer at its right time in a very correct manner-careful of 
every detail including bowing and prostration, the words 
humbly recited, and all postures perfectly observed then 
surely he has made it to the glorious ocean of the mercy of 
Allah. When that is so, Allah obliterates his sins. It is 
about this condition that the Holy prophet ,L-, ue 31. has 


said: 
69 on cl Hl po JS Ad Jae Set oly LALO 
ULI UG abt goat EN a glial Je ANS JY 11 54 
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“If there were a river at the door of one of you in 
which he washed five times daily, would any of his 
filthiness remain? His Companions said "No!" He 
added, "That is like the five times of prayer by 
which Allah obliterates sins.” 


WHY DOES THE IMAM SIT DOWN 
MOMEMTARILY WHEN HE DELIVERS THE 
SERMON: 


The Holy Prophet .., 5: 4. made it his practice 
lo rest a while (sit down) between the two Friday sermons 
and while the azan is called out. He did this that the 
desired object may be achieved in full and the sermonizer 
{ Xhatib) get a little respite and the listeners may renew 
their interest, 


THE REASON FOR REPEATING TASHAHHUD IN 
EVERY SERMON: 


The Masnun method of delivering the sermon is to 
commence with Praise of Allah, invocate blessings on the 
Prophet ,L-, we 31.1. and testify that Allah is One and that 
Muhammad L, w& 41 1. is His Messenger. Then, the 
dividing words (and to proceed) are spoken before people 
are given counsel, asked to observe fagwa (God fearing 
attitude), cautioned about the punishment in this world 
and the hereafter, some verses of the Qur’an are recited for 
them and supplications are made for the Muslims. The 
background in this is that this method of advice highlights 
the grandeur of Allah, His messenger and the Qur’an. 
Because the sermon is a symbol of religion, these things 
are a necessary part of it as of the azan. A Hadith tells us: 


LELIN ISIS gh bgta ged ccd Uglaot 5° 
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“The sermon that does not have the tashahhud 
(testifying words) is like the hand without stem. 


THE SECRET IN STANDING WITH AWE IN 
PRAYER: 

It is imperative that the worshipper adopt an 
attitude under concentration that grows terrible fear as 
though he is being arrested in a serious case that might get 
him a sentence of death-by hanging. He must stand before 
Allah in such a state, knowing that He is the real Judge. 


THE REACITY OF SUPPLICATION 

Although all the good or bad things that happen in 
the world are determined beforehand by Allah, yet He has 
appointed means to achieve them and no intelligent person 
does doubt their veracity. For example, to take medicine 
or not to take it leaving things to fate is like making a 
supplication or not making it. But, can anyone claim that 
the science of medicine is absolutely worthless and the 
Real Doctor has not put cure in medicine. Then, once we 
know that Allah is Able to give cure through medicine, as 
indeed there are some medicines that are used as tonics 
and are very effective, how can we deny that there is no 
answer to prayer (supplication) of the pious, righteous 
men of Allah ? How can we say that supplications are 
ineffective? If anyone lacks experience on the 
effectiveness of medicines and subscribe to the 
effectiveness of supplications then he is like one who uses 
state medicine. for same time and finding it ineffective, 
concludes that all medicines are worthless. 


Question: It seen as though some supplications do 
not get an answer. 
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Answer: We assert that it is the same thing with 
medicine, Here medicines shut the door to‘death or is it 
possible that they lose their power and effectiveness? So, 
in. spite of that, will anyone deny their curing power? It is 
true that everything is decreed by fate. But, fate has not 
invalidated the sciences or made an item worthless and 
neither has it made the means and causes unreliable. If we 
think over it, the spiritual and physical causes are not 
unlinked to fate. For instance, if the fate of a sick man 
favours him, then the means of cure are compatible and 
‘helpful. His body responds to treatment. The medicine hits 
the target and cures him. The same rule applies to 
supplications. The causes and conditions of acceptance of 
the supplication are found where it is destined that it will 
be granted. 


are! 
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FUNERAL PRAYER 


WHY IS PRAYER OFFERED OVER THE DEAD: 


When a group of people take someone i.e. a greal 
ruler and speak for him, requesting the ruler to forgive the 
man; beseeching him and imploring him, they-will finally 
get his mistakes pardoned. This is the secret behind the 
funeral prayer. In other words, the funeral prayer is offered 
so that a group of believers join together to intercede for 
the dead and that is instrumental in getting: the mercy of 
Allah on him. The Holy Prophet -, 5 1. has said: 


Dory O push jlo de 2 pd oy ole oe L 
4 il gad Wiles bu oS LY 
“If a Muslim dies and forty men who associate 


nothing with Aliah stand over his bier, Allah will 
accept them as intercessors for him.” 


When the soul leaves the body, it rétains its 
common sense and perception and the thoughts and 
knowledge that it had when it was alive. Then there is a 
sprinkling of other knowledge on it from the heavenly 
world. This brings punishment on some and reward on 
others. Thus, when the souls of pious people make it to the 
sacred world and supplicate Allah beseechingly for the 
dead, then, by the command of Allah, these things are of 
advantage to the dead person. 


THE WISDOM IN CONDOLENCE: 


The family members of the dead are sorrowful at 
the death of one of their members. From the worldly point 
of view too, it helps mitigate their pain if condolence is 
extended to them and friends and relatives accompany the 
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funeral and help in the ‘butial of the dead and feed them a 
day and a night. 


From the religious view, they must be given ‘the 
tidings of great reward in the Hereafter so that they do not 
have worry on their minds continuously but are able to 
devote themselves to Allah. They must be dissuaded from 
tearing their clothes, yelling or doing anything that 
augments their sorrow and worry. At such times their 
condition is like that of a patient and friends and relatives 
must try to cure their sickness, not do anything that 
increases their malady. 


THE SECRET IN FARD KIFA YAH: 


It is with some faraid’ that if some people of a 
place discharge it, then the rest are absolved of the duty. 
The reasons for that is that if everyone were to attend to 
that duty, there would be a total confusion in the economic 
arrangement and their plans would go haywire. So, it is 
enough for an individual in every family or group to attend 
to such obligations. This procedure is adopted to visit the 
sick, to offer the funeral prayer and to do some other 
things. In this the sick and dead are not abandoned, and 
the purpose is also served if some people attend to it. 
(Such obligations are known as fard kifayah). 


THE SECRET IN FUNERAL PRAYER & SADAQAH 
BEING BENEFICIAL TO THE DEAD MAN: 

No one can deny that intercession and payment of 
damages is helpful in this world to get remission for the 


' oI. of s which is an absolute obligation. 
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criminals. In the same way supplication, funeral prayer 
and sadagah (monetary charity) is beneficial to the sinful 
dead person. The Holy Qur’an is replete with these truths 
and the messenger of Allah UL, 4.1. has said: 


pall opel fey JES” US Jor Ob BLA QS pI dil oI 

SR pS GAR Slab Ly ado yatd y ame CU) aay | pat gli 
“Allah has commanded you to give sadagah. Its 
example is like the example of a man who is taken 
captive by his enemies. They tie his hands round 
his neck intending to thrash him. So he offers to 


ransom himself from them by paying a little or 
more, and thus ransoms himself from them.” 


The mghteous children of the dead and the 
continuing charities (sadagah jariyah) are helpful in 
warding off chastisement from the dead man and in raising 
his ranks; these affairs are related to a person gaining 
nearness to Allah. 


WHY MUST A WOMAN MOURN RELATIVES 
FOR THREE DAYS BUT HER HUSBAND FOR 
FOUR MONTHS TEN DAYS. 


A woman is not allowed to moum her parents or 
other relatives more than three days but its wajib 
(obligatory) for her to mourn her husband for four months 
and ten days. Shari’ah has its reasons for ruling in this 
manner and there is a philosophy for that. To mourn a 
dead is to respect the misfortune through death. The 
people of pre-islamic era were much involved in ignorant 
practices at times of death. They tore off their clothes, beat 
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their cheeks, pulled their hair and made a lot of noise. 
They shut a widow in a dark, narrow room all alone; she 
was not permitted to touch anything fragrant or wear clean 
garments, apply hair oil or have a bath. They indulged in 
other similar repulsive practices that invited the wrath of 
Allah. In Islam, Allah showed mercy and disallowed all 
these ignorant practices. He asked the Muslims to bear the 
tragedy patiently praise Allah and recover themselves by 
resorting to istirja’ that is saying : 
OTporl, ail, Such 


“We belong to Allah and we are to retum to Him.” 


This attitude is very beneficial to the bereaved in 
this world and in the next. It is natural for man to be 
sorrowful on a death and to mourn it, so Allah has allowed 
him to be mournful for a time because not only does He 
know the state of the mind of the bereaved but He is also 
Kind and Merciful. The days of mourning are three days 
after death during which the bereaved is allowed to recall 
his loss. It is like the muhajir, who is-allowed three days 
stay at Makkah after performing Hajj if anyone mourns 
more than three days then that brings much mischief with 
it so it is disallowed to mourn anyone for more than three 
days. 

In view of a woman's weak constitution, the three 
days are very little for mourning if one is separated from 
the beloved, it causes much pain. So, women are allowed 
same concession to make it easy for them to get over their 
grief . If the soul gets some of its desires then contentment 
comes to it somewhat easily and it can do without what 
remains to be received. We will delve on the philosophy 
of the mourning period of four months and then days for 
the husband when we discuss the Nikah (marmiage). 
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THE WISDOM IN A MUSLIM BURYING THE 
DEAD IN DUST & NOT BURNING THE BODY 


(1) 


(2) 


In burying the body, the dead person's secrets are 
concealed while the lining are not put to 
inconvenience. If the corpse is put into water, or 
left in the open air, then the nose and eyes are 
inconvenience at their own. The rotten bad smell 
will inconvenience the nose and eyes and it will 
not be able to stand the sight of the decaying body 
creating a feeling of nausea. If the body is burnt, 
though the smell and nausea will be short-lived yet 
only those who put the body to torch and those 
who live around might describe what happens and 
how it feels to look at it. Besides, the air might be 
polluted and water may be contaminated by the air 
blowing ashes into it. These things might give rise 
to diseases. By the disintegration of the body adds 
to the problems. In contrast, burial of the body 
avoids pollution and contamination and does not 
create any probiem with the disintegration of the 
body, the limbs find their destination and the dust, 
water, air and fire are not disturbed in any way. 


The heat of the fire damages the productive ability 
of the land while the burial of the corpses 
envigorates the land. Damage to vegetation and 
productivity of the land is self obvious. However, 
the increased ability of the land through burial of 
corpses takes place gradually after internal 
processes in the earth and several changes in the 
soil. If the body of man develops and nourishes 
with grain and fruit-then apart from the fact that 
the nourishment helps growth of the body-the body 
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(4) 


itself serves as manure for the soil. Our food too 
get their taste, colour and smell by the working of 
the fertile earth. In short, the seeds or manure or 
fertility of the earth produced these things from the 
land with great working and after burial of the 
body those very things return to the soil collected 
together at one place. So, if the soil is fertile in a 
graveyard or round about it, then it is not unrelated. 
Human excretion which is from food that is from 
fertile land, increases the fertility of the land, so, 
body of man which 1s much more than his 
excretion may not have a greater vitality for the 
soil? One whose execration is food for the soil 
would himself be very productive for it. In short, 
the heat of fire burns down vitality and the body of 
man increase the vitality of the soil. Perhaps this is 
why there is no greenery at the cremation grounds 
of the Hindus while the graveyard of Muslims are 
green everywhere. 


Besides, if a far-thinking, well-wishing father goes 
on a journey, he leaves behind his son, the heir- 
apparent with his kind mother and not with her co- 
wife. If that is, so then it is reasonable to entrust 
the earthly body to earth not to the fire. In short, 
the soul is the guardian over the earthly body 
looking after it. The found earth is like the kind 
mother to it, his birth out of it is witness to this 
statement so when the soul travels out to the higher 
heavenly world at the time of death and the earthly 
body is handed over to fire and not buried in earth 
it is like entrusting its sori to the co-wife of the 
boy's mother, not to the mother herself. 

If someone has flight of pigeons and a pigeon 

belonging to someone else joins this flight or if 
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(5) 


he has a flock of sheep to which another's sheep 
admits itself, then he must apportion the right of 
others and give them away. If he does that then 
the others do not have the right to confiscate his 
pigeons or sheep and kill them. Accordingly, the 
earthly body must be buried in the earth 
separating thereby water, fire and air from it and 
letting them go their way; or the main body of air, 
water, and fire may attract their kind to 
themselves. It is to say that the natural movement 
of dust (earth) water, air and fire to their 
individual destination is of too types-they move 
by themselves as most of the Greek scientists had 
asserted or they are drawn by a pull from the 
main body as the British scientists used to say. 
Anyway, it is reasonable that a body must be 
entrusted to earth, not the fire because this body 
is dust from head to foot. However it seems form 
its moisture, gas and heat that some portions of 
water, air and fire have mixed into him. He has 
not stolen them. When the body is buried in 
earth, it will open it up and separate the foreign 
parts which will return to their parent bodies, or 
will be disolved in them. If the body is entrusted 
to fire then it will destroy everything. | 

Mutual Jove among relatives is natural, but if we 
look at it, all children of Adam 4 are 


mutually related as against other species. They 
are all bom of a common father and mother, as a 
result they are careful of each other. Not only 
they look after each other in life but even in death 
they do not tend to separate from the body. That 
is why, they weep at the time of separation and 
express sorrow when they lift the bier. Then, if 
they do not let the body remain with them for 
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some reason is it the demand of love that they 
should set it to torch and tum it to ashes? 
No! Lovers cannot do it. Yes, they may wash it, 
clothe it with new garments and place it to a side. 
But, only true lovers can value it; wild natures 
cannot understand this love. Those in-experienced 
in love cannot know these things. 


THE WISDOM IN GIVING THE CORPSE A BATH: 

The dead body is given a bath bearing in 
mind the bath of the living.“ When he was alive he used to 
have a bath like that. There is no other better way to bath a 
body and give it respect then to mix the leaves of bir tree 
(zizyphus jujube) in the water for bath. A sick body often 
becomes dirty and gives a bad smell. When bathing the 
body, the right side must be bathed before the left, each 
right limb preceding the left because the dead man's bath 
is symbolic of a living one's and the superiority of the 
right-sided organs may be known. 


THE WISDOM IN USING CAMPHOR: 


(1)  Camphor is applied to the dead body because its 
. application delays decay. 

(2) Harmful animals stay away from the body if 
camphor is applied to it. 

(3) The insects that originate in earth stay away from 
the body in the grave. However, the insects, 
snakes, scorpions etc that are created in the grave 
to punish the dead for his bad deeds do not scare 
away from anything or run away. No Power on 
earth can stand against them «bal; wut) except 


sadagah and supplication. Camphor is applied on 
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(4) 


the seven portions of the dead man's body which 
were used in prostration. They are: his forehead, 
both knees, both feet, and both hands. These seven 
parts of the body are chosen because when he was 
alive he used to prostrate them on the ground so 
they are given added nobility. 


The whole body is fashioned on these parts. So, 
application of camphor on these parts signifies the 
whole body. 


WHY IS A MARTYR NOT BATHED BUT BURIED 
IN BLOOD-SOAKED CLOTHES. 


(1) 


It is Sunnah to not bathe a martyr and to bury him 
in his blood soaked clothes. This is done that 
people may know that he was a martyr and that it 
may symbolize the continuation of his deed. 
Besides, when the souls part from the body, they 
continue to have feeling and the knowledge of their 
lives and some of them also understand what is 
being done with them. So, when the result of their 
deed is allowed to show itself then, because of it, 
they will remember their deed which becomes 
exemplary before them. The Holy Prophet ws 31 .U- 
rly has said: htt wry ra shy pall Oy) yl paul opm yy, 

“Blood would flow from the wounds of the 


martyrs. The colour would be the colour of blood 
but the scent would be of musk.” 


(2) The dead body is bathed and thus purified so that it 
may presént itself before Allah in a pure state and 
go to the alam barzakh' in a pure state. As for the 

ae 


I T ok . 
he condition between death and resurrection. 
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martyr, who dies in the cause of Allah, he is 
brought before Allah as soon as he dies so he is not 
given a bath. He is before his Lord immediately 
after he dies. 


WHY DO MU@QTADIS SUPPLICATE WITH THE 
IMAM IN THE FUNERAL PRAYER: 


The funeral prayer is not made up of supplications 
for oneself but it is a supplication for someone else. It is a 
kind of intercession and results of intercession are best 
achieved if there is a great member of interceders. 
Therefore call are included in making a supplication in the 
funeral] prayer. 


WHY DOES THE IMAM STAND IN LINE WITH 
THE CHEST OF THE DEAD MAN: 


All the parts of a man's body are subordinate and 
responsible. The chest contains the heart which is the 
principal organ the king or ruler over all other. Directions 
to do good or bad emanate from here. So, it is reasonable 
that an interceding Jmam stand in line with it, present it 
before Allah and make a recommendation for it. Then, 
once the heart is forgiven every other organ will be 
pardoned as a follower because all of them are subordinate 
to the heart in the world and the hereafter. The messenger 
of Allah pL; a 5! J has said: 

Jatl flu elie carke 13! dave htt oy ot 
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A muqtadi, is one who follows the imam in prayer. 


he Wi in 8 


“There is a joint in the body. If it is reformed all of 

the body reforms, but if it is spoiled, all of the 

body spoils, know that it is the hear.” 

Thus, once the intercession is granted for the heart 
then it is granted in favour of the whole person. 


THE WISDOM IN TURNING RIGHT & LEFT IN 
SALUTATION TO END THE PRAYER: 


In the funeral prayer, it is as if the imam goes out 
of this world into the presence of Allah (in Urdu, ‘alam 
lahut which is qneness with Allah) where he presents his 
petition for the dead. So, when he returns from there to the 
world of men, and angels, he salutes all of them in the 
manner of those who arrive. It is just like his normal 
behavior in prayer. Besides, it is like a good news from 
him to the worshippers behind him and to the dead man a 
massage of peace and granting of his intercession. 


Pe te Te ONG nee ey pli UI Oy dy ple Le 


THE REASON THERE IS NO RUKU SAJDAH & - 
TASHAHHUD IN FUNERAL PRAYER: 


We have stated already that the funeral prayer is a 
recommendation for the dead man, and nothing more. The 
postures of ruku (bowing) and sajdah (prostration) are 
contrary to it because the worshipper going through those 
postures expresses his extreme humility and helplessness 
against the immense Majesty and Greatness of Allah. In 
the funeral prayer he expresses the praise and glory of 
Allah and petitions for the forgiveness of another persons, 
The postures of bowing and prostrations have been 
discussed in the earlier lines. 
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AZ-ZAKAH 


WHY THE NAMES ZAKAH & SADAQAH 


The word zakah is from tazkiyah which means, ‘to 
purify” . Zakah means pure, growth, progress. Zakah is a 
means of deliverance from miserliness, sin punishment, 
purity and release from these things. It grows wealth and 
purifies the heart. Thus, this deed is called zakah,. It is to 
this fact that Allah points out in the Qur’an when He says: 

(O Prophet) take alms out of their riches, that 

you may cleanse them and purify them 

thereby...(At Tawbah, 9:103) 

This deed is called sadagah because it affirms the 
faith of the person who gives the charity and it is a sign of 
the truth and purity of his intention. (The same root word 
gives the words for sadaqah affirmation truth). 


THE SECRETS OF ZAKAH: 


(1) | When a man gives up for the sake of Allah that 
wealth on which he depends his livelihood and 
which he has accumulated through effort, labour 
and perspiration, then the filth of miserliness 
leaves him. At the same time, it grows in him 
strong faith because to give away only for the sake 
of Allah one's hard-earned wealth is in fact a good 
caming that removes the impurity of the soul 
which is the worst of impurities, that is, 
miserliness. To rid oneself of miserliness, it js 
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(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


necessary to spend one’s wealth in the cause of 
Allah and to give away the hard earned wealth only 
for the sake of Allah. It is a sign of progress and an 
improved condition. Through it one clearly rids 
oneself of miserliness and gains attachment to 
Allah. This is because to give away one's wealth 
for Allah is very difficult for oneself. To endure 
this effort strengthens ones link with Allah and 
faith in Him. 


Zakah teaches us to be compassionate to fellow 
Muslims. The mutual co-operation supports 
Muslims and they are able to stand on their feet. It 
is fard (an absolute obligation) on the rich that they 
pay zakah, even otherwise, if it was not an 
obligation it is the demand of humanity that the 
poor be'helped. Fellow feeling is a supreme quality 
among men. The giving of zakah and its effects 
and results make it clear that compassion for 
fellow men plays a great part in mutual 
relationships. It’ is a characteristics on which 
depend manners and the result thereof is fair 
dealing with other people. As for him who does not 
have fellow feeling in him he is at a great 
disadvantage and it is his duty to correct himself. 
The reformation is possible through giving 
monetary help to the poor. 


Zakah and Sadagah are the best means of 
removing sins and getting increased blessings. 


There are always people around who are poor and 
needy and tum of circumstances keeps changing 
among people. So if a people are not given to fight 
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poverty and need then they will surely be destroyed 
and suffer hunger. 


THE REASON THE NISA OF SILVER IS FIVE 
UQIYAH OR TWO HUNDERED DIRHAM: 


The nisab’ of silver is five is ugiyah” or two 
hundred dirham. This value is fixed so that it may suffice 
a very small family for a year provided the price of grain is 
moderate in many places. If any one owns a hundred and 
ninety dirham he will not have to pay zakah. 


WHY IS THE NISAB FOR FIVE CAMELS: 


The nisab for camels is five of the spices. Of all 
the animals, the camel is strong of body and very 
beneficial. It may be slaughtered and its meat eaten or it 
may used as a means of transport or its milk may serve as 
nourishment or it may be bred, or its hair and skin may be 
used. This is why the figure of five is the base. It is a 
sufficient number. The zakah against that is one sheep. In 
those days a camel was worth ten, eight or twelve sheep, 
as we lear from the Aadith. So, five camels are 
considered equal to the lower nisab of sheep, and the 
zaukuh payable is one sheep. 


' Nisab is the minimum property that attracts zakah on it. 
Ugiyah for silver is 40 dirhams or 2975 grams for gold is seven 
mithqat and a half. 


WHY THE NISAB OF SHEEP BEGINS AT FORTY: 


The zakah on sheep between forty and hundred ts 
one sheep Beyond that upto two hundred it is two sheep 
and then it is one sheep against every hundred. The reason 
‘5 that the flock is small and it is easy t00 to handle sheep. 
Everyone can domesticate them according to his ability. 
This is why the prophet p+) i 2 estimated a small 
flock at forty sheep, and fixed one per hundred as an easy 
way to calculate. 


THE WISDOM IN BEGINNING AT THIRTY THE 
NISAB OF BULLOCKS & COWS. 


The zakah on bullocks and cows is its one-year-old 
young against thirty animals, and two-year-old young 
against forty of them. This is because this species is 
between the camel and sheep, so a similarity is considered 
with both of them. 


WHY IS A PARTICULAR NISAB FIXED ON 
EVERYTHING ON WHCIH ZAKAH IS PAID: 


The nisab is defined because in the absence of a 
definition for every item there would not be a proper 
system and discipline. Then the wajib figure is also 
defined. It was necessary that a lest people be burdened. 
However, it is common sense and reasonable that on 
excess wealth the figure of zakah may be higher too. If it 
was left to everyone to make his judgement then those 
who were liable to pay more zakah would try to wriggle 
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out of it because of greed and they would pay a smaller 
amount. This would be a disadvantage to the poor and 
needy. 


THE REALITY OF NISAB FOR ZAKAH ON 
AGRICULTURE: 


The fields that flourish with rain and spring water 
have the tenth part wajib on them as zakah. As for the 
fields that are irrigated with the rivers or wells, etc, the 
twentieth part is their due. This is because where small 
labor gets a greater production, the due is higher and 
conversely intensive labour with smaller productivity calls 
for a lesser liability. 


THE REASON FOR ONCE-A-YEAR LIABILTIY OF 
LAKAH: 


It is necessary to determine a period after which 
zakah may be collected form every one. It was also 
necessary that the period should not be short lest people 
may be burdened and unable to pay it and it must not be 
too long lest they may feel miserly in payment, and the 
needy, may have to wait. So, nothing could be more 
reasonable than following a just procedure to which 
people become accustomed. The habit of the Arabs and 
non Arabs in this regard is like a necessary procedure 
whereby they neither feel miserly; nor feel burdened. Also, 
oO put the responsibility on the people is to show them 
mercy. The period for levy with all kings has been annual 
because it passes through all seasons. During this period, 
there is likelihood of increase of wealth too and it 
therefore is reasonable for such levies. So, the period of 
zakah was also determined at one year. 
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WHY IS Z4KAH PAYABLE ON GRAZING 
LIVESTOCK BUT NOT ON WORKING ANIMALS; 


There is a hadith of the Holy Prophet Le au 
in Dar Qutni: 
ie Joyal al a Vy feel BG 
“There is no sadagah on the working camels and 
none.on the working bullocks.” 


The philosophy is that whatever property is set 
aside for the use of the owner is considered his limbs 
necessary ones at that, and no zakah is paid on them. 
Examples are the clothes he wears, his slaves the house ke 
lives in, the animal he rides, the books he reads, and the 
bullocks used to cultivate his field, and so on. The animals 
so used are called awamil or working animals. There is a 
difference between the working animals and the saimah or 
the grazing livestock which graze always. The working 
animals are assigned work and are not sued for breeding 
but the grazing live stock are free from work and they 
multiply and grow, so zakah is paid on this second kind. In 
short, the working animals are like the working capital, the 
necessary assets. No zakah is determined on them. The 
other kind, the grazing livestock or sa’imah are his trading 
merchandise, so zakat is payable on them. There are two 
factors that invite zakar. growth and excess’ beyond need. 
In the working animals both factors are missing, thus, they 
are not included in the value to determine zakat. 


THE WISDOM IN APPLYING ZAKAH ON THREE 
SPECIES: 


Zakah is wajib, on three types of creatior: 
minerals, land produce and animals. The first includes 
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gold and silver, the second consists of wheat, barley, fruit 
and the third includes camel, cow, bullock, and sheep. 
Thus it comprises all types of property. 


THE REASON WHY THE PROPHET'S FAMILY 
CANNOT TAKE SADAQAH: 


The Messenger of ANah ,L,i1,14. has said 
FBleabbey bee SUV at JAVLy ALI EL yl ope cael coi alllil 

“These sadagat’ are only people's impurities, and 
they are not lawful for Muhammad and for the family of 
Muhammad ,1-) le at jb», 
The words of another Hadith are: 

Braid JAY cod fal # 
“We are the ahl-al-Bayt, (people of the house), 
Sadaqah is not lawful for us.” 


The word afl-al-Bayt, refers to the Banu Hashim, 
families of Sayyidina 'Ali « i: ,», Sayyidina ‘Abbas, 
Sayyidina Ja‘far Aqil « 4 >, and Harith bin ‘Abdul 
Muttalib. The sadagah being described as impurities 
means that giving of sadaqah is an atonement for sins, and 
it wards off calamities. In this way sadagah is ransom for 
man. Thus, in the higher levels sadagah is seen in these 
forms. 


Another secret behind this command is that if the 
Holy Prophet .-, uw a - himself took sadagah and 
allowed those people to take it too whose benefit was his 


' pl. of sadagah 
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own benefit then it was possible that people might have 
misunderstood him and they might have said unseemly 
about him. That is why the Holy Prophet .t- + 3 + shut 
this door perfectly. He made it clear that the advantage of 
sadagah rebounded on the giver, and the receipts from the 
rich among a people are paid back to the poor of those 
very people. It is a great mercy on them and a blessing, 
and remover of evil and calamities. 


Besides, those people who live by begging and 
make it into a habit, they suffer loss of tagwa (devotion to 
Allah), honor and bravery as well as other reputable 
habits. They become cowards and weak. They turn away 
from hard work, lawful earning and acquiring knowledge. 
They become easy going, and tend to lead a luxunous life. 
They love a life of luxury and idleness. 


It is for these reasons too that the Holy Prophet Ju 
-L, we di disallowed sadagah for his family, lest they 


become dependent on it and shun hard work and become 
lazy in acquiring arts. Indeed, these are attributes that are 
against clean living. The Holy Prophet disallowed 
sadagah for his people lest they become accustomed to 
such habits and become hard hearted and desirous of 
dishonorable livelihood and become ignominious and 
attain lost. 


FASTING 


THE REASON WHY MAN HAS TO FAST: 


It is the demand of instinct that a man's 
intelligence perpetually dominate his base self. However, 
owing to human weakness sometime it is the other way 
about and his base self dictates his intelligence. Therefore, 
Islam has prescribed fasting to follow civilized behaviuor 
and to cleanse his soul. 

l. Fasting aids man's intelligence to fully dominate 
his base self. 


2. Fasting grows in man fear of Allah and deep 
devotion to Him. 


Allah has said in the Qur’an: 0 ,i5 Sud 

Fasting is prescribed to you that you may be God 

fearing (al-Baqarah, 2:183) 

A man who fasts sees his own humbleness, 

indigence, the greatness of Allah and His power. 

4, Fasting opens a man's insight. 

5. It also promotes farsightedness. 

6. The fasting man finds the reality of things 
uncovered to him. 


lod 


7, Fasting distances wild, beastly qualities in man. 

8. Fasting gets man nearer to the angles. 

9. Fasting affords man an opportunity to show 
gratitude to Allah. 


10. Fellow feeling grows in a fasting man. This 
excellence is explained by realizing that one who 
does not experience hunger and thirst cannot 
understand the plight of the hungry and thirsty. He 
cannot value the blessings on him and be grateful 


The Wisdom behin ands of Isla 


to the Absolute Bestower of sustenances, the 
Absolute provider of livelihood. He may even 
thank Him with his tongue but he cannot show 
gratitude from the depths of his heart until his belly 
knows the pangs of hunger and his throat is dry 
with thirst, and his body knows the resultant 
weakness. Only when someone is seperated from 
something to which he is deeply attached does he 
know the value of that thing in his heart. 

Fasting is healthy for the body and the soul. The 
doctors of medicine agreed that little eating and 
drinking is good for a healthy body and the sufis 
stressed that it is excellent for the soul. 

Fasting is like a spiritual norishment for the man. It 
will serve as a sustanance in the next world. Those 
who do not take the spiritual nourishment with 
them to the other world wil] be hungry and thirsty 
here and spiritual bankruptcy will be apparent on 
them in the next world. It is worth believing that 
every thing provided to man in sustenance is from 
the treasures of Allah’s Mercy. So, whatever he 
abandons here, he will surely get a recompense 
there and that will be better and superior what he 
surrenders here. 


Fasting is a great sign of love for Allah. Just as one 
is deeply involved in someone’s love and give up 
food and drink and even private relations with his 
wife, so too he drowns in the love. of Allah and 
displays the same attitude. This is why it is not 
allowed to fast for the sake of anyone besides 
Allah. 
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THE REASON RAMADAN IS SET ASIDE FOR 
FASTING: 


Allah has stated in the Holy Qur’an why the month 
of Ramadan is set aside for fasting. 
Tal ab Ul tell tte’, 74%, 
The month of Ramadan is that in which the Qur'an 
was sent down. (Al-Baqarah, 2:185). 


Since the Qur’an was revealed in the month of 
Ramadan, it is a month in which blessings of Allah are 
showered abundantly on Muslims. Thus, the real purpose 
of fasting that is found in the words oy ,SiJ (that you 


may be God fearing) is achieved in a perfect manner. 


THE REASON IT IS MASNUN TO READ THE 
QUR’AN TO THE END IN RAMADAN: 


It is masnun to recite the Qur’an in this month 
because it was revealed in this very month. Thus, he who 
reads the Qur’an in this month cover to cover is heir to all 
blessings, direct and indirect. The month of Ramadan is 
the source of all Islamic blessings and good things. Every 
religious favour and good that accrues to anyone during 
the year has its roots in the month of Ramadan, the 
glorious month. The zeal that one experience in this 
month is the source of zeal and fervour through the rest of 
the year and any discord in this month is the base of 
discord the year round. This is because the revelation and 
blessings of the Qur’an, the treasury of all good and 
favours took place in this month. 
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OT a ab Spl csi Olas) gt 
The month of Ramadan is that in which the Qur’a, 
was sent down. (Al-Baqarah, 2:185). 


WHY HURRY TO BREAK THE FAST & DELAY 
ITS BEGINNING: 


To perform everything at its proper time is 
moderation. If the Holy Prophet .-, wu 4) 1 had not 
defined the commencement and culmination of hours of 
fasting then some people might have delayed breaking of 
fast to the late hours of Jsha or they may have advanced 
the hours of commencement. Then, the common people 
found it difficult to imitate them. The time when fast is 
broken is called /ffar and the hours of commencement 
when the light meal is had is called sahr. 


WHY IS FASTING NOT OBSERVED AT NIGHT: 


The night hours are instinctively those when one 
gives up luxuries and desires. If fasting was prescribed at 
night then it would have been difficult to distinguish 
worship from habit and natural demands from the dictates 
of Shari'ah. That is why the tahajjud prayer, recital of 
Qur’an and making of supplications to Allah are deeds 
preferred in the night. 


Tie Woeduat dechund the Cummerak of date 5m 


THE REASON ONE MONTH 08 SET ASIDE LACH 
YEAR FOR FASTING: 


1. people were requited ww fast evervars for te fi 
year, it would not have been ponsible for there wr ar « 
even after adopunyp necessary courne: of motion Ss 
they were asked to fumt for # fixed pore afr 5 
duration of time displaying thercts # unr’ regs) 
and compensating any preview. shorioomiamg o1 2 
similas to the condjGon of a horse who je tect es 
nail and it tries to a few mep: there and Gnalls ergs: 
self to its tether where i stands theresfine 


2. It is necessary that the numbers of faving deer be 
determined so no one maw use hie dix orien yo the 
maticr. So, Ww became uecessary to obecrec fap: 7 
everyday for a month reframing dudsug Gar petit Toes 
food and drink and sexual intercoume }escry fe ieee 
than a day would be like postponing he face, lum 4 
a later hour, If at was regusred te refran thom. Uuens 
things at night then people ae mot ae custidend i. Uuew. 
at that hour so that they would not mind wer moot. auc 
would not care. The period of wook or tee ub vor 
short peniod and would not affect the soul apprecisty. 
while two months 1s 6 jong penod during “tach Gx 
cyes would became dull and tie body wowed ute 
Considering these factors, the idea! fast us trom down a. 
sunset which 1s regarded a day ty the Arabs 


3. Fasnng is an antidote to ever kind af catia poo. 
and there is same wkconvenenor io ah i os Baws 
shou)d have been a fired lint i oheeree oo atau 
nat be so lide as to have na hemetit and 0 stond tern 
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not be so much as to be burdensome on the body 
leaving one weak and uncomfortable. The reasonable 
limit is that which is currently prescribed. Then, there 
are two ways, in which a man may reduce his intake of 
food and drink. One method is to reduce the amount of 
food but this would not be feasible because different 
people eat different amount. Some eat very little and 
some other would remain hungry on the amount of food 
their companions eat. This method would not help and 
a man may eat much yet say he has eaten lesser than he 
needed. 


The second method is to increase the interval between 
meals. This is the method recognized by Shari'ah and 
all sensible people agree to it. Generally, people eat 
twice, morning and evening, or just once in twenty-four 
hours. But, it cannot be that people asked to eat less 
everyday. They cannot be told, for instance, that they 
should eat very little so that animals may overpower 
them! Such a command would be unjust from the 
Shari ‘ah point of view. 


It is also necessary that the interval should not be too 
long lest, it be harmful and cause vitality, for instance, 
if the interval were raised to three days and nights. It is 
against shari‘ah and everyone cannot be given that 
trouble. The interval should be short and repeated so 
that the element of practice and‘obedience is grown and 
maintained. Otherwise hunger for once, no matter how 
severe, is of no purpose. 


After recognizing these preliminaries one will have to 
agree that fasting should be observed for a full day fora 
month. Less than a day’s fast is like pushing a meal 
slightly behind and many people forgo the meal in the 
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evening. As for the period of a week or two that ts also 
a small period which cannot have any effect while a 
period of two months will cause the weakness. 


_ The obligation to fast must be a universal obligation so 


that everyone benefits from it and reforms himself. 
Everyone should not be allowed to choose the month of 
fasting for himself otherwise the door would be opened 
to excuses in this regard, to neglecting duties and to 
laziness in observing a grand worship of Islam. 


_ Ifa large group of Muslims observe something together 


at one time they would be encouraged in doing it, and it 
would make it easy to discharge thetr duty. 


. The observance together of anything at one time by 


Muslims all over the world gets on them the Mercy of 
Allah and produces in them unity and oneness. This is 
why Allah has set aside only a one particular month for 
fasting. If anyone contravenes this procedure without a 
valid reason then instead of Mercy he will invite upon 
himself with the wrath of Allah. 


THE REASON IT IS FORBIDDEN TO FAST ON 
FIRST SHAWWAL: 


QUESTION: What is the secret in decreeing unlawful 
the fast on first shawwal but making it obligatory to fast 
on the last day of Ramadan, although both days are alike? 


ANSWER: _ Both the days are not alike rank and status. 
They may be alike in sunrise and sunset at similar times 
and period of day but they are not similar in terms of 
Allah’s injunctions. The month of Ramadan is the one 
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during which Allah has prescribed fasting for His slaves. 
The first of Shawwal, on the other hand, is a day of Eid 
and happiness for the people. Allah has made it 
permissible for His slaves to eat and drink in gratitude to 
Him and everyone is a guest of Allah on this day. It is 
compulsory for His guest to accept the His hospitality. It is 
most disagreeable to Allah that anyone keep fast on this 
day and reject the invitation of Allah. It is a part of 
manners and duties of a guest that if he fasts he should do 
with the permission of the host. Thus, if the followers of 
Islam are the special guest of Allah on the first of 
Shawwal then how is it allowed to them to fast on that 
day? It is among the peculiarities of the injunctions of 
Shari'ah that on the last day of Ramadan fasting 1s fard 
while on the first day of Shawwal it is forbidden to fast. 
The last day of Ramadan is the day of perfection of 
Allah’s blessings and of the completion of one’s duties. 
The first day of Shawwal is the one on which all the 
Muslims are Allah’s guest. In fact, all the creatures of 
Allah are His guests, always, but is the day of special 
hostitality and feast and it is a grave sin to refuse the 
invitation. 


THE REASON FOR TARAWEH!' PRAYERS ON THE 
NIGHTS OF RAMADAN: 


(1) The taraweh prayers are ordained during the nights 
of Ramadan to counter the natural inclinations in a 
perfect way. After a day’s strenous effort, a man 


Taraweh: twenty rakaat prayers in a congrgational form, in two's 
after Isha prayers in the nights of Ramadan. Generally, Qur'an is 
recited from beginning to the end in the whole month. | 


The Wisdom behind the Commands of Isla 163 


naturally tends to rest and fight off tiredness and 
laziness gets over him. Instead of allowing him 
that, a form of worship is prescribed for him 
whereby a distinction is made between habit and 
worship. 


(2) The month of Ramadan is reserved for plenty of 
blessings and manifestation of Allah’s light. So, a 
special form of worship is suggested during its 
nights because most of the blessings and 
manifestation of Allah descend during the nights. 


THE REASON FOR SECLUDING ONESELF IN 
MOSQUE DURING THE LAST TEN DAYS OF 
RAMADAN: 


The word i'tikaf is derived from ‘akafa which 
means ‘to cleave’ to give oneself up ‘to restrain’, ‘to 
remain constantly in a certain place’. The mu’takif is one 
who performs the /’takaf. He is fasting and restrains 
himself from all worldly desires and personal and sexual 
urges and stays in the mosque with the worship of Allah in 
mind. He throws himself to the Mercy of Allah. This 
behaviour is known as / taka and it is masnun. We see in 
Ibn Majah, a hadith transmitted by Ubbay ibn Ka’b 31», 
ce that the Messenger of Allah 1, 3) 4. used to restrict 


himself in the mosque during the last ten days of Ramadan 
in performing i’takaf. We can say that the fasting is a 
beseeching supplication in the colour of love and i'takaf is 
the door through which the lover presents himself to his 
beloved in a very humble way. In other words, the 
mu ‘takif binds himself in the House of Allah in the same 
way a beseecher, a petition holder, stops at someone's 
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door and does not budge without getting his petition 
answered favourably. Or, like a lover he recklessly squats 
at his beloved’s door, hungry and thirsty, unmindful of his 
needs of the world simply to have 4 glimpse of his 
beloved. He does not inch away until his beloved lets him 
have a glimpse of Himself. He gives up all his desires and 
rests his head at his beloved’s doorstep. This is why i'tikaf 
is observed only at the House of Allah’ that is, the 
mosque, and no where else because 4 lover seeking a 
glimpse must throw himself at the doorsteps of his 
beloved. This is why, again, that during 7 ‘tikaf, a mu'takif 
is not permitted to meet his wife during the night also 
because a true lover does not remember these things. Then 
what is said about the Lailah tul-Qadr? during the last ten 
days of Ramadan is actually one such glimpse that ts 
afforded to a lover! 


THE REASON THE PAST IS NOT NULLIFIED IF 
ANYONE FORGETFULLY EATS OR DRINKS OR 
HAS SEXUAL INTERCOURSE: 


QUESTION: SAWM (fasting) means to cease oF 
abandon. If anyone eats or drinks something forgetfully, 
he breaks the limits of fasting; how then his fasting 
continues to be valid? 


ANSWER: _ Ifa person who is fasting uses something 
that invalidates his fast out of forgetfulness even though 
he continues to hold the grip over his fast and, according 


' A woman is allowed to observe it at a special place in her house 
which is regarded a mosque. 

? Laylah tul-Qadr: the night of power, one of the nights on the odd 
dates of the last ten days of Ramadan. . 
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to Shari'ah he maintains abstinency in this regard. This is 
because Allah has attributed this behavior to Himself. The 
Holy Prophet --, a ai 1» has said, 


oli y daabl ait oI 
“Allah has fed him and given him to drink.” 


Thus, the deed of the slave is lacking in this case 
although he may have eaten perceptibly and the fast 
remains as valid as it was before he ate anything. 


THE WISDOM IN EQUATING THIRTY-SIX FASTS 
IN A YEAR TO A FULL YEAR’S: 


The Holy Prophet ,1, ut 31. has said, 
Pll Lad olS Ute op ke a Olan, ple ele oy 
“1f anyone fasts during Ramadan and follows it 


with six days in Shawwal, it will be like perpetual 
fasting.” 


The secret in fasting on these days lies in their 
similarity to the Sunnah prayers attached to the five dajly 
obligatory prayers through which any shortcoming in-their 
prayers is perfected. Among the merits of these facts is 
that the worshipper is rewarded as if he fasts perpetually. 
This is from the procedure whereby one act of piety 
fetches reward equal to ten acts and these six days fasting 
perfects the calculation, the thirty days of Ramadan plus 
the six days of Shawwal equal to thirty-six which 
multiplied by ten equal three hundred and sixty. 
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WHY ARE DOORS OF HELL SHUT & DOORS OF 
PARADISE OPENED IN THE MONTH OF 
RAMADAN: 

Sayyadin Abu Hurayrah « 3 reports the saying 
of Messenger of Allah .t-, ue ai 1 

gu wt pl cnaile 5 rte) col y! com Olas) ploy tal 

cele wie 4 

“When Ramadan begins, the gates of Paradise 

opened, the gates of Hell are locked, and the devils 

are chained.” 


It is obvious that the evil committed by men 
generally in the world is because of their strength and 
physical ability they possess. When a person's energy saps 
because of fasting in Ramadan, there is a diminshing 
tendency in the commission of sin, When men give up 
food and drink only for the sake of Allah and avoid sins, 
the Mercy of Allah, springs forth for them and the doors of 
Paradise open up, and the locking of doors of sHell is 
obvious from the abstaining from sin. The fire of Hell 
flares up because of the wrath of Allah and if sins are 
committed the gates of Hell are said to be shut. 


The chaining of the devils is also obvious, When 
there is vitality in the veins and body of man and he is 
well-fed, he is inclined to sin. The devilish movements are 
apparent in his limbs. But when he is hungry and thirst 
and the sexual impulses are suppressed at the command of 
Allah to perfect fasting then it is certain that the devils are 
chained. The Holy Prophet -, 1 4. has said, 


Us el ost oe GA Olbtl ol 
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“The devils flows in the body of the sons of 
Aadam putae as blood flows.” 


This Hadith makes it clear that the devil lives in 
the vein of man. According to some the chaining of devil 
is seen in the weakening of the veins and suppressing of 
the devilish tendencies because of fasting. And, chaining 
in the literal sense lies in the literal meaning of the Hadith. 
In the world when an important personality is arriving 
anywhere the mischief-makers are but under vigil. Thus, 
the same thing is done in Ramadan on the arrival of 
blessings and manifestation of the light of Allah. If, in 
spite of that sins are committed they are because of man’s 
own base self not because of the devil. 


WHY IS FASTING NOT OBSERVED IN RAMADAN 
AT THE NORTH & SOUTH POLES: 


Question: The days and nights are extend at the two 
Poles for six months. It is explained in detail in the next 
few lines and the question is apparent too in these lines. 


When the sun is over the equator, it throws its light 
on both, the North pole and the South Pole. Just as it is 
move to the north of the equator, its light moves away 
from the South Pole and towards the North Pole, heralding 
day there and leaving the night at the South Pole. It takes 
three months to travel from the equator to the tropic of 
Cancer at the northem verge (23,028°)N. The retum 
journey is another three months. During these six months, 
the North Pole is bright with sunlight while the South Pole 
misses it during this long period. Then, for the next six 
months the sun travels to the southern hemisphere to verge 
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of the Tropic of Capricom (23,028)S, and returns to the 
equator. The South pole benefits during this period from 
sunshine and the North remains bereft of it, there being 
day time at the South Pole and night at the North Pole. In 
other words, from 21" march to 22" September, the sun 
remains in the northern hemisphere so that it is daytime all 
these months at the North Pole and night at the South 
Pole. So, how should fasting be observed at a place where 
a day lasts six months and a night as long. It is beyond a 
man to fast that long waiting six months for the sun to set 
and going without food and drink all this time. For 
instance, if anyone goes to Greenland how may he arrange 
his fasts? 


ANSWER: _ the Noble Qur’an has not jooked over the 
question of fasting of the two poles or Greenland. Rather, 
it has made it very clear and said a8 +! pit dee sat 
So whosoever of you witnesses the month, he 
should fast therein. (al-Baqarah,2:185). 


Thus, when the opportunity of Ramadan does not 
arrive, and the month of Ramadan is not seen at all, then 
there is no obligation to fast. The same applies to prayers 
at such places because Allah says 

Cie es Cae Je A aa 

Surely the salah is prescribed for the believers at 

appointed times. (an-Nisa,4:103). 


So, when these hours are not found, no prayer is 
prescribed. Let us look at this example. It is a prescribed 
punishment that the hand of the thief must be amputated. 
' These people could be Muslims too or tum into Muslims. 
They do pray. The Qur'an tells us that both hands must be 
washed or wiped when performing ablution or fayyamum. 
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But, if a man does not have hands, how will he wash 
them! 


In the same way, when there is no Ramadan, what 
does it means to observe fasting in Ramadan. This is the 
opinion. of some Ulama. Some other opine that the 
underlying purpose is prayer and fasting and time is 
appointed where that is possible. If it is not possible to 
determine a time-table then the required worship will not 
be omitted. Worshippers will have to reckon a time-table 
and observe prayer and fasting. It is safer to go by this 
opinion. If anyone, on the other hand, argues that the said 
verse is not enough to decide this question and the Qur’an 
does not provide an answer to this problem then our 
answer is generally people or other animals do not 
inhabitate the two Poles because of glaciers and ice. It is 
almost impossible to live there. Therefore, fasting is not 
obligatory where there is no possibility of human life. 


Let us be very clear. A king’s commands are 
imposed where his subjects are found. If there is not one 
of his subjects living at a place, his commands are not 
imposed at all. 


The explanation of the first answer is that the 
month of Ramadan is according to the lunar calender. 
Allah says after prescribing fasting, 31a 3 Jp) cil dla, 4+ 
The month of Ramadan is that in which the Qur’an was 


sent down. 
(al-Baqarah, 2:185). 


It is clear that Ramadan is a lunar month, Each 
lunar month is made up of twenty-nine days and twelve 
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hours and twenty-four minutes (29 days, 12 hours, 24 
minutes). by 2M Gb th cob sat 


“When the condition is lacking the stipulation is 
also set aside.” 


We have already mentioned the disagreements of 
the ulama in the issue. 


THE REASON FOR SADAQAH AL FITR: 


|. Sadaqah al-Fitr is prescribed on the Eid-al-fitr because 
it is very clear that the Eid is a symbol of Allah. 
Secondly, it is a means to purification of those who had 
fasted and it makes up for any shortcoming in their 
fasting just as the Sunnah prayers compensate any 
defects in the fard prayers. The sadaqah does the same 
thing for fasting. 


2. The rich and those who afford make a display of the 
Eid but the poor and the needy live in the same manner 
as during Ramadan. Therefore, Allah has ordained that 
the rich pay the poor the sadagah before the Zid as an 
expression of compassion for the creatures of Allah. 
Thus, they too may celebrate Zid. It is necessary that 
sadagah He paid before the Eid prayer. If there are 
plenty of poor people, then it is suggested that the 
sadagah be collected at one place to assure them that 
their rights are protected. 


' Where the lunar month is not found there is no fasting. 
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WHY IS SADAQAH AL FITR DETERMINED IN 
FIXED AMOUNTS: 


The Holy Prophet +, ws # J. had fixed the 


sadaqah al-fitr payable against every slave, free man or 
woman, young or old at one sa’ dried dates or barley. A 
platter that can hold enough wheat is said to hold one sa’. 
Dried date or barley may be filled in that platter and it 1s 
said to be one sa’. Ths quantity is fixed because it 
probably suffices one smail family for one day. The poor 
and needy find their demand satisfied in this way. At the 
same time, no giver feels the pinch on giving that much. If 
wheat is given then it is given half a sa’, because it was 
costly at that time as compared to barley. The nch could 
afford to eat but the poor did not afford it. 


‘Sa’ A measure of weight. 
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THE TWO EIDS 


THE SECRET BEHIND THE EID AL-FITR: 


|. Every people do have a day festival on which they 
celebrate, wear the finest clothes and eat the best food 
they can. In fact, according to a Hadith. 


Vitae Way Le 6b JS 
“There 1s an “Eid for every people and this is our 
"Kid tH 


(2) It is the day when people have ended their fasting 
and paid a kind of zakah, too. This day they are 
happy in two ways, physically and mentally. The 
physical happiness is from seeing through a 
Strenuous worship that fasting is, and they have 
also paid sadagah, to the needy. Their mental 
happiness lies in the guidance and ability bestowed 
on them by Allah to fulfil an obligatory worship 
and in the life He gave them and their families to 
live the year through. They are thus commanded to 
express happiness. 


WHY ARE THE TWO EIDS OBSERVED: 


Customs and habits are common with all people. 
Among other things, they also organize fairs and fetes 
regularly. These things are found in civilized and 
uncivilized nations. On such occasions, they pay special 
attention to food, clothing and mutual meetings, and 
behave extra-ordinarily. This is a natural trait until it goes 
out of hand, and as we see, greed, passion and lustful 
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behavior have find their ways in these celebrations. Many 
of these fairs are commercially sponsored. Many of the 
fairs in India are a commercial affair and they are held 
almost every week in one or the other village: 


In some of the fairs, the animals are brought and 
these are called, locally mandi. Various motives prompt 
these fairs. Some people earn their liviihood from these 
fairs, others collect donations for a cause, or some people 
make an offering out of the collections. There are those 
who also hope to eam a name out of the fairs. 


The Holy Prophet ley ue a de has favoured us in 
many great ways. One of this favours is that he reformed 
the organization of these fairs. He did not stop the fairs 
altogether but he reformed and rectified them because 
such events are a natural human tendency and cannot be 
stopped altogether . He did with these fairs the same thing 


as he did in correcting other bad habits —-he saw that the 
spirit behind these things was respect of Allah and love for 
His creatures. Thus, he made it obligatory that the first 
thing one may do on ‘Eid day is to call the takbir (Allahu 
Akbar, Allah is the Greatest.) He prescribed those words 
which are the best in this regard, and among His attributes 
the word Akbar (Greatest) is the most emphatic. The word 
‘Allah’ itself is most perfect and comprehensive and no 
other word can express the same wide, all-embracing 
meaning, This was to show respect to Allah and His 
commands. To show love and compassion to His 
creatures, the sadaqah fitr is made obligatory on the Eid 
ul-Fitr. The worshipper should go to his prayer for Eid 
only after he has discharged his obligation on this account. 
The Sunnah is in this manner but some times on special 
~ occasions, the sadagah al-fitr is collected together to 
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satisfy the needy that their rights stand protected. As for 
the “Eid ul-adha the needy and the other people are treated 
lo -+ publi. “the best of food, meat’. 


The Holy Prophet -L, at 41 16 brought about these 
things so that the obligation placed by Allah on men and 
the mutual rights of His creatures may also be met. In 
none of the worldly fairs, we find the sanie nghts 
protected or the same wise things incorporated as are 
found in two ‘Eids. 


WHY IS EID UL-ADHA OBSERVED: 


Times of worship are determined and there is a 
wisdom behind that and a driving force. The occasions 
when the Prophets py a a1 4 had done something in 
obedience and worship of Allah and He had accepted their 
efforts, that day is remembered and their devotion is 
recalled by asking the worshipper to devote themselves in 
symbolic worship on that occasion. It is the same with 
‘Eid ul-adha. It marks the day when Sayyadina Ibrahim Jc 
rin had offered to sacrifices his son Sayyidnia Ismail st 
et at the command of Allah. Allah bestowed him a great 
offering that he may make instead of Sayyindina Ismail w 
Aun, This is the philosophy that prompts the ‘Eid al-adha 
and the sacrifice on that day. It recalls the life of Prophet 
Ibrahim ;x1 4 and his sacrifices, physical and monetary, 
in obedience of Allah and the extreme patience shown by 
him. It serves as a guidance to people. It is also a 
comparison with the pilgrims (of Hajj) and people are 
encouraged to follow in the footsteps of the pilgrims. 
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WHY IS PRAYER & SERMON A PART OF THE 
TWO ‘EIDS: 


The prayer and sermon are observed on Eid to 
ensure that none of the gatherings of the Muslims may 
lack rememberance of Allah, the symbots of religion and 
raising the name of Allah. There is a day in a lives of 
every people on which they express their feelings of 
magnificence and grandeur and celebrate it very merrily. 
This is a custom observed by Arabs and non-Arabs alike. 


When the Holy Prophet »/-) 4 41» migrated to 
Madinah, he found the people observing two days of 
festival during which they indulged in foolish activities, 
He told them that Allah had chosen two days of festival 
for them instead of what they were used to celebrate and 
those days were the days of A/-adha and Al-Fitr. Their 
days were replaced because the days of celebration are 
usually identified with their religion and have some 
occasion to recall or respect. 


The Holy Prophet ply ae 1 ye did not let them 
continue to observe their previous days of festival because 
that would leave traces of pre-Islamic era and those 
customs would be observed unwittingly. So, he got them 
to observe the two days of ‘Eid. One of these respects the 
symbol of sacrifice of Sayyidina Ibrahim pun we. The 
excellence of the day is reflected in remembrance of Allah 
and other forms of worship. The gatherings and 
celebrations of Muslims do not coil around play and 
wasteful pranks, but the objective is to confirm the 
Kalimah, of Islam. To call out the takbir is masnun on this 
day. Allah has said : 


Vite 


Stale Le tiny Ss 
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and maginfy Allah that He has guided you. 
(al-Bagarah, 2:185). 


THE REASON ATTENTION IS PAID TO GOOD 
FOOD & DRESS ON ‘EID DAYS: 


The day of ‘Eid is a day of feast for the slaves of 
Allah. They are His guests. It is obvious that they should 
partake of choice food and value that blessing. The 
blessings of Allah should be used to prepare chiocest food 
and money may be expended within permissible limits on 
food, drink and dress because that is the way to respect the 
hospitality of Allah. This is a day of feast and it is upto the 
Believer to be magnanimous in‘food and take care of the 
poor people. 


WHY ARE EXTRA TAKBIRS CALLED OUT IN EID 
PRAYERS: 


The magnifying of Allah through takbir signifies 
respect for the Greatness of Allah and His Majesty,. and 
one’s own humility and submission. There is no doubt that 
people evince their joy, glorify and magnificence on the 
days ‘Eid so it is proper that they offset their display of 
personal glory with confirmation of Allah’s Greatness and 
Majesty. It is He Who has allowed them to celebrate on 
that day. So, the Magnifying of Ailah is His right and the 
raising of the hands to the ears is to concede one’s own 
humbleness and shunning of arrogance. It is also to 
confirm that there is none besides Allah. Its also signifies 
one’s repentance for arrogant behavior. 
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Besides, any expression of lawful behavior is 
always brought to a moderate Jevel by adopting counter 
measures. The display of magnificence and the glory on 
two ‘Eid days is offset by repeatedly calling out the takbir 
(Allahu Akbar, Allah is the Greatest). The philosophy 
behind it is attention to Allah and abondoning all save 
Him. 
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AL-ADHA 


THE REASON FOR OBSERVANCE OF 
SACRIFICE: 


said: 


(1) 


(2) 


The word gurbani is derived from qurban. It is 


alo 5 Ju SLs ait Shy Gis yy eal ols 
“Qurban is used to express that whereby man seeks 
néamess to Allah, the Exalted, and it is said: 
nearness to Allah” . 

UL 3 di cy 3 
“It is through qurbani (sacrifice) that man seeks 
neamess to Allah and that deed is called gurbani.” 


What is sacrifice truly? It is a teaching through 
illustrative deed. The ignorant and the educated 
both read it and decipher it. It tells us that Allah 
does not need anyone’s blood or flesh. He is the 
One of whom it said: bY, pals pay 


He who feeds and is not fed . (al-An’am, 6:14), 


He is Pure and Great. He is the independent and 
does not need the skin or flesh. Rather, he teaches 
you that you should seek neamess to Him. You 
Should sacrifice a dear animal symbolic of the 
sacrifice of your own self. 

Those people who say that to sacrifice something 
is an unintelligent act should realize that this is 
done worldwide. If the history of different people 
is studied it will reveal that an insignificant thing is 
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(4) 


(3) 


(6) 


sacrificed for something that is significant. This is 
seen in very small things and very large too. We 
used to hear that when a poisonous snake bites it, 
the finger must be cut off so that the poison does 
not spread to the entire body. It is like the 
sacrificing the finger for the rest of the body. 

In the sane way, if anyone visits us than we have 
to offer him whatever we have to please him. 
Everything that we have is nothing compare to our 
guest. 


More than that the people sacrifice chicken and 
sheep. Rather, they do not think twice in offering a 
cow or a camel to their dear guests. 

It is observed about those people who does not 
agree that animals must be slaughtered, they do kill 
hundred of germs on their wounds to save their 
lives. We can see beyond that -the downtrodden 
people are sacrificed for the upper strata. Take for 
example the sweepers. Though it ts a day of ‘Eid’ 
yet they have to do their work as usual —nay, they 
have to put an extra work to clean every passage 
lest people suffer! So, the happiness of the poor is 
overlooked that the well-to-do may be happy. 


Some Hindus who live in villages have extremist 
ideas in eating habits. In Ladakh, they do not even 
drink milk because that is the right of the young 
animals. But these Hindus milk the animal 
pretending some other purpose and cheat thereby. 
They also show cruelty to the animal and its young 
by getting them to work excessively, not stopping 
themselves. from beating the animals. This also 4 
sacrifice on the part of the animals of some kind. 
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(7) | The ordinary constable sacrifices his wishes for his 
officer and that man for a higher officer who for 
the King. 

Allah has retained this natural tendency and taught 
us through the sacrifice that the one at a lower 
level gives up for one at a higher status. 


WHY IS IF NOT CRUEL TO SACRIFICE AN 
ANIMAL: 


Those who believe in Allah, no matter who they 
are, never say that Allah is cruel but they all agree that He 
is Rahman and Rahim-the Most Merciful and 
compassionate. 


In the light of this truth look at the works of Allah. 
The flying birds including the hunting birds hawk, falcon, 
vulture etc. they eat the flesh of the smaller or weaker 
birds and do not prefer grass, vegatables or fruits. Observe 
also the moth. How it fares the fire! Tur then to water. 
There are blood sucking animals in it, large fish, 
crocodiles and allegators; they gobble the smalier fish and 
other acquatic animals. Some of them swim across from 
the North Pole to the South Pole hunting all the way. Even 
on the surface of the earth the pangolin an ant-eating 
animal lies in wait sticking its tongue out. The ants are 
lured to its tongue because of its sweetness and when a 
sufficient numbers are gathered on it, it quickly pulls the 
tongue in its mouth gulping down all the ants in one 
morsel. The spider hunts the flies. Fly-eaters and bee- 
eaters kill flies and bees for their food. The cheetah, 
leopard and panther kill the monkey. The lion, tiger, and 
other fericious animals also hunts different animals. The 
cat also kills the mouse. 
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Now can anyone who observes the working of the 


nature in this manner say that the command to sacrifice is 
cruel? It is not cruel in any way. Man cannot be accused of 
slaughtering an animal. Lice infest his hair. Worms gets 
over him. They are killed. And, it cannot be called cruelty. 
When that is not cruelty and the superior 1S allowed to kill 
the inferior then the objection on slaughter is meaningless. 


Let us go further. Ponder over it. The angel of 
death. the Malik al-mawt, does not spare great prophets, 
Messengers, kings, young children, poor, mich or great 
traders! He kills them and exiles them from this world! 


Returning to the sacrifice of animals on ‘Eid ul- 
Adha, if it was stopped because it ig a breach of mercy, 
wil] Allah let them live for ever? Will it amount to 
showing mercy to animals if they do not die ever? 


After this preliminary discourse, we assert that if to 
slaughter an animal was a violation of merciful behavior 
then Allah would never have created the hunting animals, 
the predators and carnivores. If they are not slaughtered, 
they will die through illness anyway. That-will be very 
painful to them. 


It is the law of the nature that everything tends to 
grow and multiply. If the seed of the bunyan tree is 
carefully preserved, we would find bunyan everywhere. 
No other thing would grow. But, there is a check to its 
growth. Thousands of animals devor its fruit. It is the will 
of Allah that its growth and increase is checked. In the 
same way, if all the cows are preserved and look after 4 
time will come when there will be world wide shortage of 
its folder. They will die of hunger and thirst. In the face of 
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these facts, how can we say that slaughtering animals is 
apainst the will of Allah? 


THE REASON IT IS UNLAWFUL TO SLAUGHTER 
A HUMAN BEING: 


These arguments might prompt someone to deduce 
that it is proper to slaughter human beings too. There is no 
doubt, as it 1s, good for man too that he is slaughtered. 
That is why it is considered an excellent form of death to 
be martyred. However, there are many potent and cogent 
reasons why man must not be slaughtered. 


The gist of this is that there are rights of others too 
on man. He has to rear someone, to look after others and 
so on. If it ts allowed to slaughter him then there would be 
a chain of difficulties and problems. That is why -it is a 
grave sin to kill man and it invites punishment in common 
law and Sahri’ah. 


In short, it is not proper to kill man because there 
are many rights on him. If those rights are violated then 
that will give rise to much suffering. 
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HAJJ 


WHY HAJJ AND TAWAF: 


(1) 


(2) 


The wisdom behind prescribing Hajj as a form of 
worship for the Children of Aadam x! Je lies in 


the fact in every worship Allah combines spiritual 
effort with physical effort. Man’s physical effort in 
worship arouses in him a spiritual awakening. It 
was in the light of this practice that the foundations 
of the Ka ‘bah were laid. 


The fact is that man is created to worship Allah. 
Worship is of two kinds. (1) Humility and self- 
abasement. (2) Love and selfishness. Humility and 
self-abasement are achieved through prayer. It uses 
physical effort to arouse in the worshipper the 
qualities of humbleness and submission to such 
extreme that the inner prostration of the heart 1s 
reflected in the physical prostration of the body. In 
this way, both body and soul combine in 
worshipping Allah. 


The prostration of the body is not a useless and a 
vain effort. First of all, it is an agreed fact that just 
as Allah has created the soul, He has created the 
body too, and He has the right over both as the 
Creator. Besides that, body and soul work together 
and have a say over each other. Sometimes 
physical prostration motivates the soul to prostrate 
and at other times the soul causes the body to 
prostrate. Body and souls are like mirrors to one 
another. For instance, if someone pretends to laugh 
with body, he might get a real laughter, which is 
the cheerfulness of his soul. In the same way, if 
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(3) 


(4) 


(3) 


anyone pretends that his body (eyes, in this case) 
weeps, he might truly weep on the inspiration of 
the soul that is hurt and feel narrowness. Thus, the 
second kind of worship —love and selfishness —also 
prompts a mutual relationship between body and 
soul. 


Mad with love, a man’s soul always moves round 
its beloved kissing its abode. It is a specimen if 
this thing that is seen in the Ka’bah for the 
physical lovers of truth. Allah says to his slaves, 
“This is my House. The Hajr Aswad (Black Stone) 
is the stone of my house”. The command was 
given that man may also express his tremendous 
love in a physical manner. Thus,. the pilgrims 
performing Hajy make a _ proper physical 
appearance and move around the House of Allah, 
as though they are madly in love with Allah. They 
shun personal adornment, shave their head and 
encircle His House supplicating Him in the fashion 
of those deeply immersed in divine mediation 
looking like lunatics. This extreme physical 
involyement arouses spiritual heat and love: This 
is the philosophy in the physical rounds known as 
Tawaf of the House and in the kissing of its stone. 


Many man devote themselves in love and a deep 
desire of their Lord. They are restless to achieve 
their desire somehow. They do not find anyway to 
get their desire except by performing Hajj. 


Every people and kingdom always need a central 
place, say a court or an audience. At this place, all 
the people assemble and know each other, benefit 
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(6) 


(7) 


(8) 


(9) 


mutually and respect their natlonal symbols. It is 
this that religion needs and Hajj is the answer. It 
affords opportunity to everyone meet each other 
and benefits mutually which benefit they lacked 
before their meeting. Mutual advantage accrues 
only on meeting one another and giving each other 
company. The opportunity also allows them to 
respect the symbols of their religion. 


Fhere is nothing as useful as Hajj to recall the lives 
of religious elders and to get oneself to adopt their 
behaviour. 


To perform Hajj, the pilgrims have to undertake 
long and tiresome joumeys. It is a very arduous 
and strenuous task. Therefore, to endure these 
difficulties is to worship Allah alone and because 
of that, the worshipper’s sins are forgiven. 


When the pilgrims performs the fawaf, he 
resembles those angels who are near Allah when 
they perform fawaf round the Throne of Allah. 


The pilgrim must not presume that his tawaf round 
the Ka'bah is the circumambulation of the body. 
Rather, the real meaning of the tawaf is the tawaf 
round the Lord of the Ka'bah which the heart 
performs. Thus, the excellent encircling by the 
heart is the circumambulation of the divinity and 
the Ka'bah is the representative of the Divine 
Personality in an apparent sense. That court of 
Allah ts in the hidden world unseen to our eyes just 
as our body is the representative of the soul in the 
visible world. . 


c¢ Wisdom behind the Commands of [sl 18 


(10) 


(11) 


Further, obedience or submission and supplicationg 
is of two kinds, the slavish obedience of the 
servant to his master or king, and the loving 
obedience of the lover for the beloved. The first 
kind calis upon the slaves to don appropriate 
garments, present himself before his master with 
due respect, obey all the authorities while his 
hands are on ears in obedience, fold his hands and 
await a command, bow down in obeisance and 
place his forehead on the ground. This is 
represented in prayer. The second kind, which is 
the loving obedience sees the lover withdraw 
himself from food and drink. He abandons his 
parents and joins his beloved as though they were 
one body. He rushes madly to the place about 
which he learns as a point of his beloved’s 
attention and favours; in his rush he is unmindful 
of his turban and cap, relinquishing his person and 
moving like a mad lover who, when he hears of 
hindrances by enemies, hurls pebbles (at them). 
This is seen in Hajj. 


All the people are accustomed to holding fairs. 
However, these fairs are always a worldly affair 
and they are bereft of the expression of pure unity 
of Allah whether they are religious fairs or national 
ones. There is simply play and fooling around. 
They reflect devotion to idols and others besides 
Allah and have nothing to do with greatness of, 
and respect for, Allah. In contrast, the assemblage 
for Hajj is an Islamic fair and it is a perfectly 
spiritual affair. 
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THE REASON HAJJ IS WAJIB ON THE RICH: 


(1) Luxury and pride are destructive diseases of the rich. 
They obstruct progress. The removeal of laziness and 
self praise is possible through journeying through far 
off places, leaving behind friends and _ relatives, 
enduring extremes heat and cold, learning about the 
culture, art and religion of different countries and the 
habits of their natives. 


(2) The rites of Hajj are staunch enemies of pride and 
arrogance. Encouragement for the luxury-livings to 
abandon their habits is found in shunning pomp and 
show, and walking bare-headed miles together with 
the poor. So, what is behind Hajj? It is to turn the 
Islamic people into experienced and clever man. 


(3) There is no doubt that the rich are able to gain for their 
own country from the good of another country in 
manner and to the extent the poor cannot. 


THE SECRET IN ONLY TWO UNSTICHED 
PIECES OF IHRAM: 


The Hajj is fard (an absolute obligation) on the 
rich. It is possible —nay, necessary —-that a retinue of 
Servants accompany them to perform Hajj. Some poor 
people too would have made their way there compelled by 
their love and eagerness. So, Islam made it sure that unity 
be perfected among its adherents by suggesting a two- 
piece, unstitched covering for the. body. The rich and the 
poor are place at par, both bare-headed and without decent 
shirt —a perfect display of oneness and simplicity. 
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REFUTATION OF THE OBJECTION TO 
TOUCHING & KISSING THE BLACK STONE: 


The ignorant people say that Muslims worship the 
stone. Let the Aryans and Chnstians define worship. The 
necessary part of a proper worship is praise of Allah, 
supplication to Him and deep attention. Let those who 
have raised the objection tell us when do Muslims 
supplicate the stone, pay attention to it and praise it. In no 
form of Islamic worship is this stone mentioned. Rather, 
in all Islamic worships, Makkah is also not mentioned, so 
what ts a stone? If to touch a stone or to kiss it is to 
worship it then all people are worshippers of their wives 
and of the earth. 

The truth is that the sacred places a illustrative 
language speaks out for the heart. Even ‘Isa bin Maryum’ 
pXttate has said that such things are by way of illustration. 


THE BLACK STONE IS SYMBOLIC OF 
ILLUSTRATIVE LANGUAGE: 


The truth is that the illustrative language is used in 
the world for ages. The Hindus have with them the 
illustrative stories of Ramchanderji and Shivaji. The 
testimony of illustrative language is seen in the dream of 
Danyal Rumi who saw Sikandar Rumi as a one -homed 
goat. (Danyal chapter 1). Dara Irani’s illustrative 
conversation is found in poetry. We find many examples 
of illustrative language in books and newspapers in India. 
An editor of a magazine in Iskandariya Egypt, has 
published a magazine about ancient illustrative language, 
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it consists of the -pictures of animals, tools, trees, etc. It 
shows that language was used commonly in the world in 
ancient times. It is still used in countries where facilities 
of education are scarce or simply unavalible. In fact, 
compared to the illustrative language is more effective: 
This is why recollections are expressed in illustrations and 
this, indeed, is the call of intelligence and philosophy. 


Yusha’ Nun had picked up twelve stones while he 
was passing by Yurwan (Yusha’ chapter 6). According to 
the Christians it was a prediction of the twelve disciples. 
The Christians and the Jews call the other people and 
some distinguished ones stones. It was their way of 
speech. They called Patras (Peter) a stone because he 
became the foundation stone for the Church. 


We now tum to the sacred Books that contain a 
prediction concerning the Seal of the Prophets Muhammad 
Messenger of Allah i.) 4% 411. with great effectiveness, 
(luqa, 20:16:17) “The stones that the masons rejected 
became the comerstone.” (Zahur 18-22). The stone that 
the masons rejected was then a comerstone.” (Mata 21 
Torah 22-24). This is a prediction found in many sacred 
books. Jt found reality and confirmation in the great place 
of worship at Makkah as an illustrative language in the 
body of the Black Stone at its corner. The stone lay in that 
comer centuries before Prophet Mohammad ply gb ii 
from the times of Prophet Jbrahim px) ate to be exact. The 


Arab kissed it and lay their hands on it. In other words, it 
was from ancient times that we are told through 
illustrative language that the stone would lies in the comer 
of the sacred mosque at Makkah and the_strong edifice 
built by the Prophets and the Messengers was finalized 
with it. It-would be the distinction of this corner stone the 
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allegiance to the Prophets would amount to allegiance to 
‘Allah and obedience to them would amount to obedience 
to Allah. The Holy Prophet pL) 4# 4',1» also pointed out 
to this idea (see the Mishkat). 

The Holy Prophet pls) oi 1,1» has said, 
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“My example and that of the other prophets is like 


the palace that is built very beautiful. A place is 
left therein for a brick, and I am that brick.” 


THE SECRET IN PERFGRMING SA’I BETWEEN 
SAFA AND MARWAH: 


(1) The area between Safah and Marwah is like the square 
of the Ka’bah. The sa’i (walk to and fro seven times) 
between them is like the repeated appearance of slave 
before his kings palace to express his sincere devotion 
and willingness to serve so that he may benefit from a 
merciful glance. 

(2) The secret lies in the example of one who approaches a 
king and when he goes out he does not know what his 
fate has been, whether he is favoured or not. So, he 
comes and goes, again and again, in and out of the 
square before the palace saying to himself.” If he will 
not have mercy on me the first time, he will show 
mercy the second time, and so on.” That is exactly 
what the pilgrim does when he makes the rounds of 
Safa and Marwah. 
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(3) The secrets in the circuits between Safah and Marwah 
lies also tn recalling the behavior of mother Sayyadina 
Ismail pri ut, Sayyadah Hajra 5 ute. When she was 
very disturbed and perturbed she moved quickly 
between Safah and Marwah in the manner of one who 
is worried and raised quick steps. Allah removed her 
worry in two ways. She discovered the water of 
zamzam and Allah put into the hearts of men that they 
should inhabit the desolate place. So, it becomes 
necessary for Ismail -» uw and his children and 
followers that they should recall this blessing and 
their feat and be grateful for that. In this way their 
beastly strength would be suppressed and they would 
be guided to Allah. Nothing could be better for that 
than to disclose their firm belief in a way that is 
contrary to their normal habit -to imitate the suffering 
of Sayyidah Hajra >» yt. At such times it is much 
better to imitate a condition than to express it orally. 


WHY MAKKAH ALONE FOR HAJJ: 


It seemed necessary to assemble of Hajj at the 
place where the signs of Allah are found. It is BaytAllah 
(House of Allah) at Makkah. It;s the most worthy place 
for Hajj. The signs of Allah are clearly found here. Thus 
we may count: 

(a) Sayyadina Ibrahim» ae laid its foundation at 
the command of Allah and revelation from him. 
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(b) It is the place of the origin of Islam. There are 
recollections here of such people whose efforts 
removed traces of idolatry from the world and 
purity of Allah was established. 

(c)} There is no doubt that the call of oneness of Allah 
started from Makkah. This great place supported 
the question of unity and eliminated polytheism 
and association with Allah. It removed hypocrisy 
in national affairs, political disorder and inter-tribe 
warfare. It wiped out the traces of ‘burying alive 
the female child’, alcoholism, and gambling. It 
replaced hypocrisy, laziness and idleness with 
freedom, patience, bravery and fraternity, and it 
grew compassion and determination in the people. 


WHY IS THE HEAD SHAVED IN HAJJ: 

The reason the head is shaved in the Haj is that 
the head ‘ts uncovered for many days and dust may have 
gathered in the hair. So, shaving the head is the best way 
for many people to wash their head, or they may have their 
hair cut. The command for shaving the head is found in 
Qur’an and Sunnah as also in earlier sacred books (Ayub, 
10:20) “The one who makes an offering must have the 
head shaved at the gate of the community’s tent.” (6:18) 


THE REASON KA ’BAH IS FACED IN PRAYER: 

(1) The Qur’an itself tells us why. 
SAD OS ty pd We Gis adic. uy 
And We appointed not the Qiblah, which you (O 
Prophet) have had except in order that We might 


know who followed the Messenger from him who 
turned back on his heels fm... L NLT ATY 
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2 It is very clear and allowed the intelligent no scope of 
doubt that the purpose was to purify worship through 
one clear and distinguished religion. To this end it is 
necessary that the Unimah face one direction that 
would strengthen their spiritual outlook. 


3 [tis helpful in gaining unanimity and unity so all were 
commanded to worship to their true God as one. Every 
Muslim is certain that Baytdilah was built in Makkah 
by the great preacher of the unity. Ina subsequent era a 
perfect Prophet from his descendants brought a 
complete Shari‘ah and revived his teachings. When 
that direction is faced in prayer, the entire picture 
moves before the eyes and the worshipper remembers 
all the sacrifices and efforts of the Holy Prophet i Jo 


ryt in upholding and promoting the world of Allah. 


4 The followers of Islam call the Ka’bah the BaytAllah 
(House of Allah). When anyone goes to another’s 
house he visits the owner of the house (not the house). 
When respect is shown to a king or a righteous man, it 
is not the throne or the place that is respected. 


3 The wisdom in this lies also in the fact that the perfect 
religion which is the religion of unity began from this 
pure land. In following this direction the wisdom is 
maintained. Otherwise it is the belief of the Muslims 
that Allah is not restricted to any place or direction. 
He is independent of elemental parts and evolutionary - 
tendencies, There is no direction where He is ever-limited 
and there is no particutar house or place where He ever 
Stays at the exclusion of other directions and places. It is 
this fact that the Qur’an indicates and it refutes beforehand 
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And to Allah belong the East and the West, so 
whithersoever you turn, there is Allah’s countenance, 
(Al-Baqarah, 2:115). 
6 There is yet one more delicate idea: when a Muslim 
stands to pray facing Qiblah he recites this verse of 
the Qur’an, 

GS pl. IY Les BiG ona FE A 
Surely, I-have tumed my face, as a man of pure 
faith, to Him Who originated the heavens and the earth 
and I am not of the associators. (al-An’am, 6:79) 

Then, how is it that, in spite of this clear explanation, 
the Muslims are accused of worshipping the Ka’bah. 


(7) The secret also lies in preventing division in 
collective worship and ensuring that the Muslims of 
the whole world face one direction. 


THE PHILOSOPHY OF APPLICATION OF JHRAM 
&LABAYK AT THE MEQAT: 


The truth of Meegat is that the pilgrim should enter 
Makkah in such a condition that his head is covered with 
dust, his body is dirty and unclean and his soul is 
humiliated. This also the desire of the Holy Prophet 41 
Hyatt . So, it follows that the itram must be adopted 
before the pilgrim reaches Makkah. If the pilgrims were 
required to assume ihram at their individual native places, 
that would have been a great inconvenience to them. Some 
places are not at a distance of one month’s journey to 
Makkah and some are more than that. So, some places are 
marked around Makkah each of them known as meegat 


from where the pilgrim assumes ihram. Naturally, all these 
places are well-known and no one is unaware of them. 


As for the calling out of the Labayak, the pilgrim 
must realize the assumption of ihram at the Meegat and 
reciting /abayak is his response to the summons of Allah 
and he says, “Here I am!” the pilgrim must also hope that 
his response will meet the approval of Allah. But, he also 
fear that he might be rejected and told ehaey, wh. Your 


response is unapproved. He should stand between hope 
and fear and not depend on his effort and strength. He 
must depend on the favour and the mercy of Allah because 
Hajj begins with the speaking of Labayak and the place of 
risk and the call to which he responds. It is the same that 
He has said +t _ uh 3 55, And proclaim among mankind 
the Hajj. (al-Hajj, 22:27). 


THE REASON FOR STAYING AT A’RAFAH: 


1. ‘The secret of staying at A raja lies in the assembly of 
Muslims at one place, at one time and their turning to 
Allah and supplicating him in all humility and 
submission. This invites the blessings of Allah and 
emphatically grows a spiritual fervour. It is for this 
reason that of all days this day the devil is debased 
most. The assemblage also shows the majesty and glory 
of the Muslims. The peculiarity of this day and this 
place is impressed upon by all the Prophets. Its 
importance is reported from Sayyadina Aadam pW) a 
and all the Prophets after him. 

. When the Pilgrims stops at 4 rajah there is a large 
muititude of people, voices are raised in remembering 
Allah, everyone speaks a different language, and there 
is a movement of pilgrim, every group matching steps 
with its leader on seeing this let the pilgrims picture in 
their minds how they will fare on the Day of 
Resurrection —all different people, each group with 
their Prophet, pursuing him, expecting him to intercede 


Nh 
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for them. They will wonder whether that will be 
granted or not.... So, when a pilgrim pictures that, he 
should bow down in submission and turn to Allah so he 
is grouped with the successful and with those who are 
shown mercy. He must have high hopes of being 
granted approval because he is in a noble palce. The 
mercy of Allah is descending at that place on the 
creatures. That place is never without sufis of the order 
of Abdali and Awtad and there are a number of 
righteous men too at this place —a large ground, A rafah 
is. Such people are there in great gathering and they all 
beseech Allah, pleading with Him, raising their hands 
in supplication and their necks bow down before Him 
in submission. They look hopefuily towards the 
heavens for mercy. So. let not anyone suppose that they 
will remain deprived of their hopes and their efforts 
will be in vain. Rather, a heavy rain of mercy descends 
on them covering all the others. Therefore, our 
religious elders say that it is a very grave sin for anyone 
at A 'rafah to suppose that Allah has not forgiven him. 
The secret of Hajj and its object are nothing but that a 
concerted effort is made the Abdal and Awtad come 
together from the outskirts of cities. When they are 
around the combined effort gets support. There is no 
way as good as a collective effort to absorb the mercy 
of Allah —at one time and at one place all hearts help 
each other in a concerted effort! 


3. It is an essential part of Hajj that the pilgrims go to the plain 
of A rafah. They will not find here a stone or a tree and they 
will only remember Allah here and supplicate Him. 


THE SECRET IN GOING TO MINA: 


(1) The secret in staying at Mina lies in the fact that Mina 
used to be one of the several great fairs in the. Days of 


Ignorance on the pattern of ‘Ukaz, Majinnah, Zu al- 
Majaz and other national market fairs. This fair was 
organized to attract the pilgrims who came to perform 
Hajj from many far-off lands. There is no better 
proposition in their minds to further their trading than 
lo take advantage of the huge gathering and 
synchronize the fair with the pilgrimage. The other 
factor was that it was not possible to accommodate 
the throng at Makkah. If all these people, varying in 
nature and nationalities. had not agreed to stay at 
Mina then it would have created tremendous 
difficulties. These people. when they stayed at Mina, 
took the opportunitv to boast about their genealogy. 


Nevertheless, these very expedeinces prompted 
these people when they had embraced Islam to continue to 
organize such great assemblies to express the glory and 
grandeur of Muslims and Islam. That is why the 
Messenger of Allah pb, a & 2+ — let the assemblage 
remain replacing the previous absurd objectives with the 
reformalive goals of Shari'ah. 


There ts also this secret in it that many people 
come together at one place and exchange the views and 
know one another. 


THE REASON FOR STAYING AT THE MASH'AR 
AL-HARAM: 


The pilgrims are commanded to stay at the 
Mash’ar al-Haram to remember Allah much and thereby 
replace the arrogance and pomp displayed here in the pre- 
Islamic era. That habit is eliminated and instead the unity 
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of Allah is stressed. The pilgrims are reminded to observe 
whether they devote themselves to mention Allah 
frequently or continue the habit of the Jahiliyah in 
expressing personal arrogance. 


THE SECRET IN RAMYU .FIMAR: 


1. Ramyu Jimar is the throwing of the pebbles at the 
Jimar at Mina; these are three pillars there —Alula, 
Alwusta, and Al-Agabah. The secret in Ramyu Jimar 
is what the hadith tells us that it is observed to make 
mention of Allah. The zfkr or mention or 
remembrance of Allah is of two types. The first is the 
declaration of adherence to the religion of Allah. In 
this type, it is necessary that a large number of people 
come together and make this declaration; the actual 
mention of Allah is not binding. The ramyu jibar is of 
this kind, so pilgrims are required not to mention 
Allah frequently, but they are commanded to collect 
together in large numbers. The need to have pebbles 
is to determine zikr (for a certain number of times) 
and that is why at the hurling of every pebble it is 
necessary to call Allahu Akbar (Allah is the Greatest.) 


Abu Dawood and Trimizi report from Sayyidah 
Ayshah ys 4 +, that the Messenger of Allah a: Wu 
pieeyate said, 
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“Indeed the tawaf (circumambulation) round the 
House the sa’i between At Safa and al-Marwah 


and the Ramyu al Jimar (the throwing of pebbles at the 
Jimar) are only to remember Allah and not otherwise.” 


The second type of zikr or remembrance of 
Allah aims at impressing and disciplining the soul 
itself. It requires much remembrance, and deep 
meditation is the essence of it. There are many 
recitals and devotional rehearsals for the heart. 


2. As he throws the pebbles, the pilgrim must resolve 
that in obedience of the command lies in the 
confirmation of slavery and worship. He mus! assert 
that he does only to obey the command irrespective af 
whether the deed has an intelligent or persona! motive. 


3 The pilgrim must imagine the condition of 
Sayyadina Ibrahim >» « and picture himself in 
the same position. The accused devil come to him 
at this place to confuse him in his performance of 
Hajj or involve him in disobedience of some kind 
but Allah commanded him to get him away and 
make him lose hope by hurling pebbles at him. 
Some minds might raise objection at this point thal 
the devil had come to Sayyadina [brahim ,»+ wu 
who has thus seen him and so hit him; “we do not see 
him so what ts the point in casting the pebbles?” 

The answer is that the doubt is aroused by the 
devil. He has prompted the doubt in the pilgrim so that he 
may waver in Ramyu Jimar and belteve that there is no 
point in casting the pebbles. It might be seen as a sport and 
should be avoided. The pilgrim must fight this temptation 
and get himself to throw the pebbles with a firm intention 
to debase the devil, and throw him out of his hear. and 
mind . lt must be realized that the pebbles are hurled a1 the 


stone but they are actually hitting the face and back of the 
devil because humiliating him lies in obeying the 
command of Allah simply because of respect for Him. 
There is no question of the command being intelligent to 
their minds or acceptable to their souls. 


THE SECRET IN WALKING QUICKLY AT BATN 
MUHASSAR: 


The reason the speed of the walking or the vehicle 
is increased at Batn Muhassar is that the ‘owners of the 
elephant’ were destroyed there. So, he who recognizes 
fear of Allah and knows His greatness must be afraid of 
his anger and punishment. Fear is an internal feeling. So. 
the Holy Prophet -.-, a 31 1» has prescribed a visible deed. 


which may remind the solu! to be afraid at this point. 


THE WISDOM IN NOT HUNTING THE ANIMALS OF THE 
HARAM: 


I. To desist from eating the animals of the Haram is like 
leaving alone the animals of the place of his beloved 
although he otherwise eats meat. 

2, The secret in determining the Makkah as Haram lies 
in the fact that everything is respected in a particular 
way. This behaviour is derived from the limits set by 
the kings and the fortifications of their cities. Those 
people who are their subjects and obey them and 
show them respect and submission make sure that 
they will not harm the trees and animals etc within the 
limits of their king. The Hadith tells us: 
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“Surely every king has a boundary and the 
boundary of Allah are the Harams (forbidden 
things). 


THE LESSONS FROM THE VEHICLES OF THE PILGRIMS: 


As he sees his vehicie, the pilgrim must be grateful 
to Aliah for His Blessings. He may have granted him a 
beast or any other form of transport. He has subjected 
these things to him or the elements like air, fire-or water 
that cause them to move. Aliah has subjected them to the 
pilgrim’s order that the pilgrims may not suffer. The 
pilgrims must remind themselves that the transport to the 
final abode will be before them one day in a similar 
manner, that is the funeral will be ready. They will ride it 
to their final resting place. 


In short, the journey for the Pilgrimage is like the 
journey to the Hereafter. So, one must picture oneself 
while undertaking the journey for the pilgrimage that it 
could be a forerunner to the final journey because the 
journey to the Hereafter is very close to man. Who knows 
death may be round the corner so that even before one 
mounts one’s means of transport, one may have to mount 
the funeral bier, that journey is very certain. It is a 
combined responsibility that the provisions for the final 
journey must be available. Then how is it proper to be 
careful of the doubtful journey and a mass provision and 
arrange for the transport but remain unmindful of the 
definite journey? 


KNOWING THE SHEETS OF THE IHRAM: 

When the pilgrim buys two sheets of cloth for his 
fhram, he must picture in his mind a purchase of the 
shroud he will be wrapped in, when he dies. These things 


the sheets of /hram the upper covering and the lower 
covering of the body are wrapped round by the pilgrim 
when he is near the Ka’bah. How would it be surprising if 
the pilgrim does not make it to the place? The same sheets 
may turn out to be his shroud in which he meets Allah. 
The sighting of Allah after man’s death will not be 
possible for him unless his dress is different from the 
dress he wove in this life. The dress of /hram resembles 
the shroud. 


SECRETS ABOUT MEEQAT AND THE HARDSHIPS OF 
HAJJ: 


The pilgrim on approaching the Meegar through 
desolate land must imagine the fright on leaving this 
world after death until he reaches his destination. Each 
movement of the pilgrim resembles the journey of the 
dead man. For example, the highwayman may be 
compared to the questions of Munkar and Nakir. The 
animals of the forest are like the snakes and scorpions in 
the grave, and the worms there! Separation from members 
of ones household is like the horror and severity of the 
grave and the impending loneliness there! 


WHY IS ATONEMENT PRESCRIBED ON THE MUHRIM' 
AGAINST JANA YAP: 


All the-rites of Hajj are manners dyed in the colour 
of love. They are to be observed by the lovers of Allah 
ee 
' Muhrim ; is one who assumes the state of Hhram to perform Hajj or 
Ummrah. 

* Janayat : Legal term for offences committed against persons, like 
murder, wounding, drowning etc. 
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near the House of their True Beloved. Thus, if anyone. in 
any way, contravenes the manners loved by his Beloved 
then if is necessary for him to make an atonement fer 
departing from the lover’s manners and displeasing his 
True Beloved. Thus, if the muhrim applies scent to any 
part of his body then he must give a Sadagah. If he wears 
a stitched garment for a whole day or covers his head then 
a sacrifice 1s wajib on him. But if the duration is lesser 
than that then he will have to give Sadagah If he shayes 
one fourth or more hair on his head then he will have to 
offer a sacrifice but if it is less than that then he will have 
to offer a Sadagah. It is the same story if he clips his nails. 
The philosophy is that these things are considered to be 
against amourous submission. To apply scent, don stitched 
garments, shave the head or clip nails are means to 
beautification and adornment and they are tantamount to 
self-satisfaction, All these things are not consonant with a 
lover’s attitude to which the True Beloved does not 
consent in the state of ihram. Therefore, atonement is 
necessary for the contravention 
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Personal adomment and means of beautification 
are contrary to love and a sign of hypocnsy. They must be 
shunned when the idram is assumed. When one travels 
around the land of the Beloved. When he arnves in the 
land of the Beloved a true lover must adopt those manners 
that attract and absorb His mercy and get him His loving 
glance. A Persian Poetry reflects a lover's attitude in a 
true sense 
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THE REASON HAJJ tS NULLIFIED IF THE MUHRIM HAS 
SEXUAL INTERCOURSE WITH HIS WIFE 


There is nothing more pleasure giving in the world 
than having sex with ones wife but in the performance of 
Hajj all pleasures are given up. These things are not 
conducive with the rites of Hajj. In performing Hajj the 
pilgrim wears the garb of a lover making it clear that he 
abandons all pleasure and delicious desires for the sake of 
his True Beloved. If anyone behaves contrary to such 
clatms and has sexual intercourse while he is in a state of 
Ihram, then he is lying and makes a false claim. So his 
Hajj is invalid and he is expelled from the ranks of lovers, 

cet slyts a UL UZ eeu dsn 2 let £ 

The truth is that in some forms of worship even the 
lawful things are forbidden because they disturb the nature 
of worship. Examples are to talk, eat and drink are not 
forbidden otherwise a worshipper is not allowed these 
things when he offers prayers. In the same way one Is not 
normally disallowed to have sexual intercourse or eat and 
drink but when he is fasting these very things are 
forbidden because they are contrary to this form of 
worship. In the same way there are certain prohibitions in 
the performance of Hajj which if violated nullify the Hajj 
that is so because the placing of these deeds js contrary to 
the rites of Hajj. If these things are allowed during the 
performance Hajj, the Hajj would become a plaything. 
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wHY IS IT ALLOWED TO KILL THE EAGLE, CROW, 
SNAKE, MOUSE, WOLF, SCOROPION AND MAD DOG IN 


THE HARAM: 


These animals are harmful. They might harm the 
lovers of Allah and are on obstruction to the place of the 
Beloved. That is why they are liable to wrath of the True 
Beloved, Allah the Exalted and are abominable. They bar 
His lovers from His House. He does not like that. So, 
whatever is a source of wrath to the True Beloved is also a 
source of wrath to the lovers. That is why if these animals 
are killed in the /hram no penalty will have to be paid 
against that but the act is a virtue one and pleasing of the 
Beloved. 


WHY IS IT DISALLOWED IN THE STATE OF /HRAM TO 
USE ABUSIVE LANGUAGE FIGHT WAR OR QUARREL: 


The Pilgrims are lovers and visitors 10 the House 
of the Beloved. Anyone who abuses or quarrels with the 
lovers of Allah is liable to the wrath of Allah and is 
detestable in His sight. It is the same wrath a pilgrim who 
fights other pilgrims or abuses them; he is expelled from 
the group of lovers of Allah. Often quarreling and fighting 
is to seek comfort or name so such man its expelled from 
the group of lovers for two reasons —first, that he causes 
suffering to the lovers of Allah, and secondly, that he 
seeks personal comfort, name, reputation and is unmindful 
of the True Beloved. This is why some pilgrims make 
such mistakes of commission when they go there that 
when they return home they are very hard-hearted. They 
Violate the conditions of lovers at the sacred place of the 
True Beloved and so fall down from his Grace. Therefore, 
He has let known beforehand the prohibitions whose 


The Wisdom behind the Commands of Islam 20 


violation He looks upon with anger and hate, so that no 
one may perpetrate them in ignorance. He says, 


ete tg gg ot ele eet ote de 
CHG oall ged 2B ott le eo! gol 
roll Lg JRYy SHY 
The months of Hajj are well known, so whoever makes up 
his mind to perfume the Hajj therein, (should know) there 


shall be no sexual indulgence and no obscenity in speech, 
no wrangling during Hajj. (al Bagarah 2:197) 


BLESSINGS OF HAJJ: 


Among the blessings of the Hajj is the knowledge 
that one derives from its rites that one must adopt 
simplicity in his practical life and shun ceremonial 
behavior and arrogance. All the rites of Hajj are such that 
they cannot tolerate arrogance and haughtiness. A long 
journey is undertaken. Friends and relatives are left 
behind. Selfishness and laziness are eradicated. Most of 
all, a covenant with Allah that is in vogue for thousands of 
years is refreshed and honored with the performance of 
pilgrimage. So, we are taught also that we must honour 
our commitments. 
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NIKAH (MARRIAGE): 


PURPOSES OF MARRIAGE: 


Altah the Exalted, has said in the Qur'an: 


rset ene i eG Gus KAY Se 
He created for you spouses from among yourselves 
that you may find repose vn them. And he has put 
love and mercy between you. (al Rum, 30:21) 
He has also said: 
Suis Stes 
Your wives are tillage for you. (al Baqarah, 2:223) 
aif ait 
Guardian in secret (an-Nisa 4:34) 
.. guards your properly and her own honour in 
your absence from home 


(1) The wife is a source of comfort and peace. She helps 


(2) 


remove sadness and thousands of worries. Man is 


shows responsibility in rearing children and tooking 
after the household. She is a splendid support to man. 
So, man must be compassionate to her. Allah has 
created her to be merciful and nan must overlook her 
negligence and natural weaknesses. 

Man is naturally inclined towards sex, and nature has 
allowed him to have recourse to his wife. Allah has 
said that she is a tillage where seed may be sown. Just 
as it is necessary to look after the field and there are 


LL 
' Hadith of ihe Prophet -3 + 3y 
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special interests so too there are peculiar haracteristics 
in a woman and she mist be enjoyed. 


(3) The woman is guard over property and honour and an 
overseer over these things. 


(4) It is known from the Qur’an that marriage is a means 
to protect chastity and honour and health and lineage. 
Ailah has said, 

tik jp RS OG iN Gah ate 
And let those who find not the means to marry 
keep chaste until Allah enriches them of His 
bounty. (an Nur 24:33). 


There is a hadith in Bukhan quoting the 
Messeriger of Allah .L, a a: 4. as saying “He who ts not 
able to marry the means to abstinence for him is to keep 
fast.” 


He also said, “O Young men those of you can 
afford to marry should marry because this is a means to 
Tesirict the eyes, to cast an evil look and to keep pure and 
chaste; and the one who cannot afford should fast because 
fasting helps keep down the Passions.” 


We may explain it in this way. It is human nature 
that is reflected in the desire for a;woman in a man’s heart 
and for a man in a woman’s heart. If this desire is fulfilled 
through marriage it grows in their hearts true love and 
pure thoughts. If this desire is achieved through illicit 
relationships it will lead them to impurity of thoughts and 
grow evil in their hearts. Marriage is, therefore, a means to 
purity and keeping away from evil. 

It must also be remembered that the natural inclination for 
each other in man and woman should not be referred to as 
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an ugly or evil passion. To refer to it in that manner is a 
grave mistake. It is Allah Himself who has ‘put this 
inclination in male and female. He has inclined them 
instinctively in that manner to further certain designs 
which He has willed for human beings. However, misuse 
of this inclination through unlawful means will lead the 
perpetrator to evil and impurity. 


In short, the main purpose of marriage is exactly 
what Allah has stated in the Qur’an —marry with the sole 
aim of abstaining from illicit sexual behavior, pray to be 
bestowed with righteous children. Allah has said, 

cari ba 

.....in Wedlock not in license.... 

(an-Nisa,4:24) 


You may marry with the intention of obtaining 
taqwa (the fear of Allah and deep devotion to Him) and 
restraining yourself from unchaste, immoral actions; your 
aim should not be to merely have sex. 

Allah has also said, 
55 ail SUEY; 

seek what Allah has prescribed for you. 

(al Baqarah,2:187): 


Jt means: 
“Go near to your wife and hope for children whom 
Allah has destined for you.” 


Besides, when a man marries he becomes 
responsible and alert. He endeavours to earn a living and 
is afraid of doing anything that is unnecessary. He has the 
qualities of love, faithfulness -and modesty. He is very 
thrifty in spending and is protected from many diseases. 


Marriage is instrumental in ensuring that the 
partners enjoy good health, are content, satisfted, happy, 
economical in spending, -progressing in this life and 
hopeful of the hereafter. Marriage is simply advantageous. 
There is nothing better than it for civilization 1s and it has 
roots for patriotism. It helps the nation and country. It is a 
medical prescripiion against illnesses and disease. Jf this 
natural law was not operative among human beings, the 
world would have been lonely and deserted. There would 
have been no house, no garden and no trace of any people. 


THE REASON MORE WIVES ARE ALLOWED: 


(1) Among the reasons a man is allowed more than one 
wife is that he retains tagwa in him and keep away 
from immorality and obscenity. Tagwa (God fearing 
attitude) is such a beautiful thing that everyone should 
think of it before everything else. Some men are 
created with a greater inclination to sex and they are 
more potent than others. Such men cannot do with 
one wife and if they are disallowed from marrying 
two, three-or four women, they may abandon tagwa 
and become immoral. 


' Adultery and fornication distance all pure thoughts 
from the heart and grow in it a poisonous substance. 
Therefore, certain men are satyriasis —highly potent 
sexually. They must be provided a care, which may 
protect them satyriasis from being adulterous. The 
fact that highly potent men will require more than one 
wife Is ‘as clear as the sun.’ 

(2) A woman is not able to respond to man’s gestures 
every time. First of all, there are certain days every 
month in her life when she has menstruation when a 
husband should not have sex with her. Then, there are 
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days of pregnancy especially the advanced stages 
when a woman should refrain from sex for her own 
sake and for the child in her womb. This situation 
lasts many months. Then, after she has delivered her 
child, there is again a period of time when she has to 
avoid sexual intercourse with her husband. These are 
all natural hindrances to sexual intercourse for a 
woman but a man is not stopped in any manner from 
sexual desire. So, if any man feels a deep inclination 
when his wife is hindered, what course is open to him 
save marrying more than one woman. It is true that 
there are strong-willed men who can preserve chastity 
without marrying a second, third or fourth woman. 
But it is an undeniable fact that there are men with 
abnormally strohg sexual desires and they are not to 
blank in any way for the over powering potency. So, 
‘f such a man is not allowed to have more than one 
wife he will become immoral and obscene when his 
wife is unavailable to him and he has an 
overpowering sexual urge. 


In countries with hot, humid temperature, the 
marriageable age for females is eight to ten years. 
Agewise these are childhood years and at the age of 
twenty the women become old. Therefore, at no time 
are women beautiful and intelligent together. When 
she’ ig beautiful and it seems she should manage 
affairs, absence of intelligence and experience do not 
allow her to handle this responsibility. Later, when 
she develops intelligence and gains experience she 
has already surrendered her beauty. So, she is always 
compelled to remain in submission because 
intelligence and experience are not as helpful in old 
age in giving managerial powers as they can when she 
is young and peautiful. In other words, because of 
circumstances woman is always incomplete. But, man 
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(4) 


(5) 


naturally needs both these two attributes in woman 
and he cannot find them both in one woman so he 
finds them in two different women, one of them 
beautiful and the other experienced. One of them 
pleases him and the other helps him out. This is why 
it is a natural tendency in warm countries that a man 
has more than one wife. 

Everywhere in the world women lose vitality before 
old age sooner than men. So, while men are still 
vigorous, as they generally are, and women then old, 
it becomes necessar; for them to take a second wife. 
This need is as strong as it was when they took their 
first wife. Therefore, the law that prevents ‘men from 
having more than one wife actually encourages men 
to practice adultery as an outlet for their 
overpowering sexual vitality. Such a law is, therefore. 
unfavourable to common people. 

We have spoken of the problems af men and the 
reasons why they may marry more than one wife. 
There are reasons, however, for women, too, that men 
may marry more than one woman. Sometimes, if a 
woman does not marry an already married man then 
there is possibility of their becoming immoral. Let us 
take only one factor. ‘Hundreds of thousands of men 
die each year in war the world over. Women are 
protected in their homes. These things have been 
happening always in the past history of mankind and 
will go on happening in future too. In thi$ way, the 
number of men decreases and there is always an 
excess of women compared to men. After some time 
the effects of the lower number of men in relation to 
women are apparent. What should be done about the 
women who are in greater number than men? If men 
are not allowed to marry more than one woman, what 
will become of the many women. Will they not fall 
prey to those men. who feel like fooling around with 
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them illegally? Let us ponder over it. The many 

- women who are widowed during war, or who do not 
find a husband for themselves because-of shortage of 
men who are consumd in warfare— will they face the 
same fate? Those who deny man. the right to marry 
more than one woman are behaving very surprisingly. 
They believe in a very erroneous principle and 
overlook the basic human need. They do not see that 
there is no way out besides allowing men to marry 
more than one woman. That alone will solve this 
problem. 


(5) In the last census, the authorities had released figures 
of only one area of Bengalis to show that women 
outnumbered men. This is a clear argument in favor of 
more than one wife for each man. Any one can verify 
from the official census figures of the government that 
women outnumber men. 

(6) Let us now turn our attention to Europe, which is 
considered most released of all places of the need of 
more than one wife: Here the number of women are 
more than men to a great extent. Before the Boer war, 
Britain had one million two hundred sixty nine 
thousand three hundred and fifty (1,269,350) women 
who could not find a husband for themselves because 
of the law of one wife for each nan. 


In the census of 1900 CE in France, the number of 
women exceeded men by four hundred twenty three 
thousand seven hundred and nine (423,709) 

The figures for the same year showed that in 
Germany for every one thousand men there were 
1032 women. In all, there were eight hundred eighty 
seven thousand six hundred and forty eight women in 
Germany who could not find a man to marry them. 
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Women exceeded men in Sweden in 1901 CE by one 
hundred twenty two thousand (122,870) eight 
hundred and seventy. in Spain in 1980 CE by four 
hundred fifty seven thousand and two hundred’ and 
sixty (457,260) and, in the same year, in Australia by 
six hundred forty four thousand seven hundred and 
ninety six (644,796). 

It is very easy for these people to boast that their men 
do not marry more than one woman but can they say 
what these four million women should do? According 
to the rule of one man, one wife, they cannot hope to 
find a husband. It is not that law which is drafted for 
mankind should respect their needs? The rule that 
disallows more than one wife to a man, asks these 
four million women, or so, to kill their instincts and 
live contrary to their natural tendencies. This ts to 
expect too much of them. If they are prevented lawful 
recourse, they will adopt unlawful means. They wil! 
commit adultery and this is not merely a theoretical 
discourse but is supported by the figure of illegitimate 
babies born in these countries every year. 


It is also a goal of marriage that husband and wife 
cooperates with one another and live as friends. If it 
tums out that a woman cannot give pleasure to her 
husband then, in this case too, man is allowed to 
marry another woman. For instance, a woman may 
not be able to have sexual intercourse with her 
husband for long periods of time, now and again, or 
she may be incapacitated forever through illness then 
man may be allowed to satisfy his impulses through a 
second wife. These things do not happen often but 
when they do happen then there is no alternative but 
to contract another marriage. If this is not allowed, it 
will increase ills in the society. Also, if men are 


The 


(8) 
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allowed to marry more than one woman then there 
‘may be fewer divorces, 

Nature has bestowed woman with ability to attract 
man. The natural attraction between man and woman 
is a necessary thing. Marriage is a blessing only when 
woman is able te attract her husband. Jf the woman Is 
not able to attract him or her ability attract him 
diminishes or vanishes altogether then the two cannot 
enjoy their relationship. If the husband is not allowed 
to marry another woman in such circumstances then 
he might try to get rid of his wife or he might act 
immorally. To cope with such situations, the only 
remedy is to allow man to have more than one wife 
and that may only ensure peace in the house. 


If a man is not allowed to marry more than one wife, 
sometimes the third objective of marrage is not 
achieved. If a woman is barren and her husband ts not 
allowed to have another wife then he will be 
prevented from having children and ensuring 
continuation of his lineage. Women are some times 
afflicted with this malady and there 1s no way for her 
husband to have a line of descendants save through 
another marriage. In such cases, a woman Is not 
divorced generally and quite possibly husband and 
wife love one another deeply and cannot separate. 
Continuation of lineage is possible only if the 
husband is allowed to have another wife’. 


In addition to the foregoing, there are many more 
reasons why a man may marry more than one wife. It 
is not possible to list them all here. 


ee 
' There are times as well that the men are. barren. !n this situation 
Allah has not given him a lineage and he should have patience. 


The main purpose of allowing a man more than one 
wife is to prevent promiscuity and immorality. Those 
people who speak against allowing the husband this 
tight, must look at their own inner desires and 
behaviour. In practice, they have more than one 
woman with whom they have sexual relations. They 
are not content with one woman and it is clear from 
thetr behavior that it is a natural instinct for man to 
have more wives. The relaxation in Islam considers 
man's nature and allows him to satisfy his desire tn a 
legal way thereby maintaining fagwa and purity. 


THE REASON A MAN MAY MARY UPTO FOUR WOMEN 
AT A TIME: 


There tsa reason and a blessing behind allowing a 
man to marry four women at a time. We have seen that 
men are more potent then women and man can marry 
many women at a time. This question is related to the 
ultimate purpose of marriage and that, as we have stated, 
is to maintain faqwa, chastity and to procreate. All people 
are not alike in regard to their potency and Allah has 
provided them means according to their power and ability. 
Those men who have a greater sexual drive should have 


exactly in accordance with natural law. 


Let us see the case of a man with an overdriving 
sexual ability. When he marries a woman, he may have 
sexual relations with her for three months because 
pregnancy ts determined in that time. So, if the woman is 
known to be pregnant and this abnormally active man has 
sex with her, they might lose the child. So, he must let his 
wife have a rest and stop having sex with her. He may 
bring himself another wife. Then, he may have sexual 
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intercourse With her and if she too is pregnant in three 
months he must stop enjoying her otherwise it will harm 
the child in the womb. It is six months now. He may 
marry a third wife and if they realize that she is pregnant, 
he must stop having sexual intercourse with her too. It 
brings him to nine months. The first wife will deliver her 
child about this time but she may not be able to have 
sexual relationship for another three months. So, he may 
marry a fourth woman. Her pregnancy will also be known 
after three months and this way a full year has gone by. 
The first wife who had delivered her child three months 
earlier should be healthy enough to resume sexual 
relationship with her husband. In this way, he will have 
each of them available to him after she has delivered her 
child. 


This number of wives is enough for a man with a 
strong sexual inclination and is in accordance with natural 
law and human instinct. There can bé no objection to it. 
The saying of Allah in the Qur’an: ¢ 453 sty is 
two, three or four. (an Nisa, 4:3) 
allows for the disposition of different men. Some of them 
may be satisfied with two because some women do not 
become pregnant or they get the pregnancy at a later stage. 
Some men may need three wives over the year and some 
others four. 

The reason sexual intercourse must not be had with a 
pregnant wife is that besides likelihood of miscarriage, the 
sensual behavior of the parents will be reflected on the 
child in the womb and when he is bom he might grow up 
to be immoral. The child in the womb surely gets the 
influence of its parent's sexual excitement and that 
becomes part of his nature. As for sexual intercourse with 
one's wife after childbirth and when she is still breast 
feeding the child, there may be objection from the medical 


point of view. It might harm the child but doctors have 
corrected that by prescribing preventive medicines, 
Hence, this thing is no longer harmful. 


There remains the question why a man is not 
allowed more than four wives. The point is that it was 
necessary to set a limit otherwise men would tresspass the 
moderate limit and have innumerable wives. That would 
be harmful to themselves and to the women. The problem 
is solved with four wives so it is not allowed to marry 
more than that. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS A MAN MAY MARRY MORE 
THAN ONE WIFE: 


(1) Taqwa (a God-fearing attitude). 

(2) Preservation of Vigour. 

(3) Even in case of disagreement divorce is avoided. 

(4) A wife may be effete incapable of producing 

offspring. 

(5) In some countries, or families, there is a surplus 

of female children. 

(6) Political expediency. 

(7) A woman does not generally remain fertile after fifty 
years of age while a man in our country is fertile even 
at ninety years of age. 

(8) Adultery is very common in those countries where it is 

not allowed to marry more than one wife. 


WHY THE HOLY PROPHET ,L, ut: ii 1s MARRIED MORE 

WOMEN THAN WAS ALLOWED TO HIS UMMAH: 

1. He was Messenger for the men of the Children of 
Aadam >! « and was equally Messenger for 
their women. So, it was necessary that some 
women remain in his company forever and learn 
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different things from him to teach them to the other 
women. They may preach to their fellow women. 
That is why the Holy Prophet i, a+ 41. married 
more women than he had allowed his people. 

2 The Prophet -L-) ae 4) J-had greater physical and 
spiritual sttength compared to other people. He 
used to fast for days together but he did not allow 
that to his Ummah. His Companions protested that 
he used to observe fasting for days together, so he 
sald’ 

“Which of you is like me?” 

iste (gener yay ye co! 
“I spend the night with my Lord (in prayer). He 
feeds me and gives me to drink.” 

3 The Christians and others have grossly 

misunderstood the marriages of the Holy Prophet a 41 J. 

r-» The main purpose for which he married was 

compassion and mercy for the women. He also had in 

view the getting together of different people. There were 
also numerous political and religious expediencies. 

However, the antagonists of Islam ascribe it to sensual 

desires. (May Allah protect us from these views). History 

tells us that the Prophet .-, w+ 31 when he married the 
first time at the age of twenty-five, was known to the 

Arabs for his chastity and abstinence. He did not marry 

again for another twenty-five years as long as Sayyidah 

Khadijah y. 31.2, was alive. This in spite of the fact that 

the Arabs had no restriction on the number of wives and 

no condition was attached to that. Thus, those people who 
look at a good thing from a wrong angle must look for the 
reasons behind the Prophet's ,-,  4\ . marriages. The 

Prophet ,1-, J at. did not marry more than one woman at 

a time until he was fifty-five years old, and old man. If 

anyone can be subject to sensual urge then it is when he is 
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young when youthful sentiments are at their peak. 
However, he was so content at the age of youth with one 
wife that he did not give a second thought to reject the 
offer of the Quraysh to raise him as their chief and give 
him the most beautiful of their girls in marriage. 


It is a universally accepted fact that a man Is over 
powered with sensuality at his youth but the worst of the 
Prophet's ple, ye 5!» enemies concede that al that time he 
was an example of innocence, uprightness and purity. 
Therefore, the blame on him that he married a great 
number of women to satisfy his fleshy desires ts 
scandalous. 


4 There was an immense change of attitudes in the 
initial stage of the Prophet's ,1-, .te a1 1 life and in the 
final stages. In the earlier period of his preaching, it is true 
that the infidels were harsh on the Muslims and released 
hardship and difficulties on them, but the tes of 
relationship had not been severed. Those people who were 
respectable in society and well-to-do were comparatively 
safe from the onset of the unbelievers and their ties with 
each other remained as they had been. One of the 
daughters of the Messenger of Allah ., wu & 4. was 
married to an unbeliever. The daughter of Abu Bakr 4 |, 
w Ayshah y+ 4) ,.,as engaged to an unbelieving young 
man, Jubays bin Muta’m, but Muta’m broke off the 
engagement fearing that his son might embrace the new 
religion. It was after this that Sayyidah Ayshah ys 4 ~, 
married to the Holy Prophet .L, w & 1. Gradually, 
however, there was a change of attitude and relations 
between the two sides came to be severed. It came to such 
a pass that if a Muslim woman came into the hands of the 
unbelievers she was sure to be put to death. Then, with the 
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hijrah, {migratton) of the Prophet 1, % 4 J (to 
Madinah) there was a complete snapping of ties, and it 
was necessary for Muslim girls and widows that they 
marry only Muslim men. 


It is in the light of this background that we must 
examine the various marriages of the Holy Prophet 3 
p+, with the exception of Sayyidah Ayshah ys: 31s, all 
the wives of the Holy Prophet ,L, & 4: were widows. 
We will separate them in groups and say something about 
them. The first comprises those women who had migrated 
to Habsh (Abyssinia) or Madinah with their husbands, and 
the second those women who were daughters of the chiefs 
of some tribe or the widows of those chiefs who were 
killed in fighting. We will mention them in the same 
sequence in which the Prophet ., & a1 1. had married 
them. After the death of Sayyidah Khadijah y= 2: ,>, the 
Prophet .L,. 511. had married Sayyidah Sawdah ii TF 
4+. Her husband and she had migrated to Abyssinia in the 
earlier days and her husband had died there. When she 
came back, the Prophet -L, a i. married her. 


Then, he married Hafsah i+ is .>, daughter of 
Sayyidina Umar «+ 41.2, She too had migrated with her 
husband and when she was widowed, Sayyidina Umar es 
«+ at first proposed that Sayyidina Uthman «« in 2) Marry 
her and then he asked Sayyidina Abu Bakres ii w, dut 
both of them tured down the proposal. She was then 
married to the Messenger of Allah .L, a 4 ws. The fact 
that ‘Umar’ «+ 41 .», approached Uthman «s ii #, and Aby 
Bakr «s a! ,.», with the proposal suggests how difficult 
things were for the Muslims. 


Next, he married Umm Salamah + 4 2, who was 
also one of those who migrated with her husband in the 
first batch that went to Abyssinia to avoid'the atrocities of 
the Makkah infidels, her husband had died from an old 
wound that he had suffered in a war. 


After Umm Salamah ys 4 2, he marmied Umm 
Habibah ys 4 +, She was the daughter of the chief of 
Quraysh, Abu Sufyan. She was one of those who had 
migrated to Abyssinia in the second batch, she had gone 
with her husband but he had become an apostate 
converting to Christianity. He died a few days after that. 
~ However, she remained a staunch Muslim and was 
married to the Holy Prophet. 

The Prophet, 1) u i then married Zaynab bint 
Jahash.y+ 5 +, Her husband, Zayd bin Harith, «« 3 5, had 
divorced her because the two of them did not see eye to 
eye with one another. 


The Prophet, Lu 31 1. then married Zaynab bint 
Khuzaymahy. 4 2, who was known as Umm al 


Masakeen. Her husband was martyred in the Battle of 
Uhud and she too died in the presence of the Prophet, ot be 


— eee ss iF eee - - a —— oe — ie 


ety te three of four months after her marriage to him. 


Ummal Mumineen as the wives of the Prophet .- 
pL) ae St are known —Maymoonah u- 4! .», was also one 
of those who had migrated. After she was widowed, the 
Prophet, -L-) «te St 6 married her. 


The wives of the Prophet .L, a i: found in this 
list had embraced Islam at the initial stage and had to 
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migrate when they were oppressed by the disbeliveers and 
they sought refuge in the country of their migration. They 
were all of the noble families of the Quraysh. On the one 
hand they had given up their homes, property and comfort 
and left their native land only for the sake of religion. To 
top it, they suffered another difficulty when their husbands 
who eamed their livelihood died in foreign lands or was 
martyred in wars. Their utter helplessness may well be 
imagined. Was it proper that they should be handed over 
to the infidels who might have killed them? Or, should 
they have been left to themselves to die in misery without 
anyone asking after them? 


No! Islam could not leave them alone—they who 
had suffered for religion! They could not be left to mend 
for themselves. They could not be surrendered to the 
enemies to molest them and kill them. It was their 
helplessness that prompted the Messenger of Allah « 4 
-, to have mercy on them and take them as his wives 
thereby honoring them for above the worldly honour and 
respect they had surrendered when they become Muslims. 


Juwayriyah y+ 4 ,2, and Safiyah ys i ,s,were 
among the daughters of chiefs of tribes. They had been 
arrested during the wars and were in Muslim hands. The 
former was the widow of an unbeliever who was killed in 


War. 


She was given to Thabit bin Qays «+ 41 ,» when the 
booty of the war was divided as part of his share of the 
booty. He demanded a huge ransom to release her which 
she could not offer. So, she approached the Holy Prophet 
ley «le 4 J» and narrated her predicament to him and told 
him that she was the daughter of the chief of her tribe. The 
Messenger of Allah -Ly + 4. did not think it wise to 


retum her to her people and it was against the sense of 
honour of the Arabs that she should marry anyone below 
her status. Accordingly, the Prophet ,L, ut 4 2 paid the 
ransom on her behalf and married her. 


As for Sayyidah Saftyah ys 4 +, she was taken 
prisoner in the Battle of Khyber. It was Dihyah who first 
requested the Prophet .L-, . 4. that one of the captive 
women be handed over to him, and he suggested that 
Dihyah pick up one he wished to have. Dihyah picked-up 
Safiyah t+ i», His Companions informed the Prophet 
cL» ii 1. that she was the daughter of a chief and it was 
not proper that anyone other than him married her. So, he 
married her. 


It is very clear from the last two marriages of the 
Prophet .- 411. that his aim in marrying them was that 
their. people desist from mischief. The brides who had 
spent ages in warfare may unite atleast. The Prophet 4. 
rl-y ale succeeded in achieving the desired result. 


THE SECRET IN DETERMINIG THE DOWER: 


l. It is part of the marriage contract that the dower be 
determined. In this way the husband will know that he is 
liable to suffer a monetary loss if he dares to break the 
ties. So, unless he faces a compelling reason, he will not 
dare break the marriage ties. The dower is, therefore, an 
assurance of continuity of marriage ties. 

2. The gravity of the Mmatriage is protected in the 
property that is offered against the use of the private body 
of the wife. People are not as greedy of any thing as they 
are of property or wealth. Spending it spells out the extra 
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ordinary nature of one thing. The eyes of the parents cool 
on seeing that man as master of their darling child. 


3. Dower distinguishes between marriage and 
adultery. Allah has said, 
Spe Seat ASI YASS ol 
provided you seek them with your wealth, in 


wedlock and not in license. 
(an Nisa, 4:24) 


This is the reason that the Messenger of Allah 4 1. 
re; se maintained the earlier custom making the dower 
obligatory on the husband. 


THE REASON FOR THE VALIMAH: 


There are many points of wisdom in the valimah — 
wedding banquet by the bidegroom—after the marnage. 


(1) It makes known the marriage between the couple. 
It is necessary to publicize the event so that there is no 
doubt in people's minds about the descent of the children. 
The common people may know the distinction between 
Marriage and adultery and they may know that the woman 
lives legally into the man. 


(2) There is good will with the woman and her family. 
The spending of money and inviting people are proof 
enough that the husband values and respects his wife. This 
creates love between husband and wife and this is very 
apparent in their first relationship. 


(3) The receipt of a fresh blessing is a means of 
happiness and the husband is inclined to spend money on 


that. It grows the habit of generosity and removes the 
traits of miserliness. There are many other advantages. 
Therefore, the Holy Prophet .., ue 41 i urged people to 
serve the valimah. He himself invited people to valimah 
on his weddings. He has not determined a limit for the 
valimah but an average feast is a sheep. In the valimah on 
his marriage with Sayyidah Safiyah he had fed his guest 
pounded milk cakes mixed with butter and sugar. Some of 
his valimah were servings of barley. He has said. 
USE LS Ml Sd! eo Ua 
“When one of you is invited to a valimah, let him 
go to it.” 


THE REASON FOR HAVING WITNESSES OF THE 
MARRIAGE AND ANNOUNCING IT: 


All the Prophets and religious leaders are apreed that 
the marriage must be announced so that everyone may 
distinguish between it and adultery. So, the witnesses are 
appointed and it is reasonable that it should be further 
publicized through valimah. People should be invited to it 
and it should be made known so that other people may 
learn of it and that there should be no misgivings later on. 


WHY IS A NEW-BORN'S AQEEQAH’ OBSERVED & HEAD 
SHAVED: 


The Arabs were used to perform the ‘aqeegah’ of 
their children. There were Many reasons for them to do it 
and these pertained to the national rights, civic rights and 
personal rights. The Holy Prophet play oe I kept it 
intact and observed it for his children and commended 
other people to continue to obsérve it. 
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(1) Among the various advantages of ‘aqeeqah’, it helps 

‘n making known the child’s genealogy. 

(2) It speaks of generosity. 

(3) When a child was born to the Christians, they would 
dye it with yellow water and they called the act 
‘amudiyah. It was their contention that the child 
became a Christian by doing that. It is about this that 
Allah has said. 

Be Bh 5 C514) a the 
(We adopt) Allah's colour (the religion of AL 
Islam) and who is better than Allah at colouring us 
that way)? (at Baqarah, 2:138) 


So, the followers of the Hanafi nation, the 
Muslims, were asked to retain and act to symbolize the 
child's being on that Hanafi path, the community of 
Ibrahim and Ismail > uJ Of all the acts peculiar to 
Sayyidina Ibrahim x0 a and Sayyidina Ismail px 
and thereafter practiced by their descendants, the most 
well known is the willingness of Sayyidina Ibrahim 
Lt to sacrifice his son, Ismail px! te and the approval 
accorded to it by Allah in ransoming Ismail >) J with 
the great sacrifice. Besides of the symbols of these two 
great men is the performance of Hajj which calls for 
shaving the head and sacrificing an animal. It is to these 
things that there is a resemblance (in the ageegah), and to 
a relationship with Islam. It is also to display that the child 


is treated in a pure Islamic way. 


THE REASON THE AQEEQAH, IS OBSERVED ON THE 
SEVENTH DAY AND A NAME GIVEN TO THE CHILD: 


The seventh day is determined for the ‘ageegah’ to 
allow a margin after the birth of the child. During these 
days, all the family members are occupied in looking after 
the child and if they are required to observe the ‘ageeqah’, 
at birth, their duties will multiply. Many people cannot 
find an animal! right away but they have to search for it 
and if it were masnun to observe the ‘ageegah’ on the 
very first day, it would have been troublesome to these 
people. Therefore, a gap of seven days is enough and 
reasonable. A name is given to the child on the seventh 
day because there is no reason to give it a name earlier 
than that. People do require time to select a name and give 
the child an appropriate name lest, in hurry, they give it a 
bad name. 


THE SECRET IN GIVING SILVER OF THE WEIGHT OF 
THE CHILD'S HAIR IN SADAQAH: 


The Holy Prophet .L,  « .. instructed Sayyidah 
Fatimah ys 4) 2, about Sayyidina Hasan = a 2, “O 
Fatimah, have is head shaved and give in Sadaqah silver 
equal in weight to his hair.” The reason is that the child 
has passed from its stages into the womb to the stage of an 
infant and it is wajib that its parents thank Allah. The best 
form of expression of gratitude is by giving away 
something. Besides, the hair were a sign of its last stage 
and their removal is to herald the new stage in its 
development, its infancy. The giving away of silver in its 
place is wajib. The reason silver is chosen is that gold is 
expensive and only the rich will afford it and other things 
are very cheap while silver is of average price. 


Wisdom behind the Commands of Islam 3] 


wHY TWO SHEEPS ARE SACRIFICED FOR A BOY AND 
ONE FOR A GIRL: 


The Holy Prophet -1, + 4 1. has said: 

ale 4 yid-| a) ouLe pull oF 
“Two sheep are to be sacrificed for a boy and one 
for a girl.” 


The reason is that in the eyes of people boys are 
more gainful than girls. Accordingly, sacrifice of two 
sheeps is consonant with their superiority. Ibn Qayyim 
writes about it. 

IW de Slat oe ey SUG pall bg frais pl 
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SIS OS tad oS LIS OU ST gle Sot 
“The reason for observing the ‘ageegah’ of a boy 


with two sheeps and of a girl with one, is because 
of the superiority of the former over the later.” 


Besides, the father finds the blessings perfected on 
him because of a son and is more happy on that account, 
so he is more obliged to show gratitude. The more the 
blessing, the more the gratitude expressed.” 


THE WISDOM JN GETTING PERMISSION OF THE 
GUARDIAN FOR A WOMAN'S MARRIAGE: 


(1) The Messenger of Allah ,1-) 41 has said 
dy WeiKy 
“There is no marriage without a guardian.” 


The reason is that it is not proper for a woman {o 
dictate in affairs of marriage because she possesses 
less intelligence. A woman's range of thinking is 
limited and she might not sometimes understand what 
is good for her. 


(2) Perhaps women might not be able to preserve the 
lineage and sometimes they might be inclined to 
someone not able to ‘support them. This is harmful. 
Therefore, it is necessary that the guardian have a say 
in the matter of his ward so that he may not let harm 
befall her. 


(3) It is the general way with peoples that men dictate 
women and all arrangements are in their hands. Men 
bear the expenses and women are dependent on them. 


(4) In the appointment of a guardian for a woman's 
marriage, there is respect for the office of the 
guardians and if a woman marries by herself without 
consulting a guardian, it is disrespectful to her. It also 
shows opposition to the guardians and belittles them. 


tp 
It is obligatory that a marriage be announced so that it 
is distinguished from adultery. A proper 
announcement is made if there is a guardian acting for 
the woman and his presence is mustahabb at times 
and wajib at others. To throw more light on this is the 
department of the jurists. 


(5 


ue 
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‘THE REASON SOME RELATED WOMEN ARE 


' DISALLOWED IN MARRIAGE TO MEN: 


(1) It is the demand of peace and safety that a man may 


(2) 


(3) 


(4 


— 


not feel inclined to a woman to whom he was born, or 
to one who is born to him, or to one who and he are 
branches of the same garden. That is, he may not 
marry his mother. Daughter or sister. 


If relatives were given to marry women who are 
related to them is such a way then no one would seek 
these women in marriage from their relatives although 
women direly need someone who may seek them in 
marriage. A familiarity that is immune from both 
these qualities not being inclined and not being able 
to ask in marriage is instinctively found in aman and 
his mother, his sister, his daughter, his aunt (father's 
sister or mother’s sister) and his niece(brother's or 
sister's daughter). These relationships are forbidden in 
marriage to a man. 


In this same way foster relationship are forbidden. A 
woman who breast-feeds a child is like its mother. 
She is the cause of two bodies being touched and 
combined (in relationship). So, in reality she too is a 
mother after the real mother. The children of the 
foster mother are brothers and sisters after one’s real 
brothers and sisters. So, to become master of such a 
woman, to marry her, and to have sexual intercourse 
which are contrary to inherent nature. 


It is also forbidden to marry two sisters at a time. The 
jealousy of co-wives will lead them to the limits of 
enmity and severing of relationship and Allah does 
not approve that relatives sever ties between 
themselves. 
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So, on this basis, it is forbidden to a man to marry 
women who are related to each other in this way. The 
Holy Prophet vt 4: has said 

Ugly at Lt gy Vp yeeey af ow AoA 

“A man may not marry a woman and her parental 

aunt, or a woman and her maternal aunt.” 

(5) Similarly, relationships through marriage also become 
a means to prohibition of marriage between a man 
and certain relatives of his wife. If people were 
allowed such marriage in which a mother is inclined 
towards the husband of her daughter or a father 
towards the wives of his sons or his wives towards his 
sons then there would be d plethora of cases of 
snapping of ties or killing of hindrances in such 
marriages. These marriages were otherwise allowed 
but become forbidden because of the one particular 
marriage tie. 


WISDOM IN ALLOWING MAN TO MARRY JEW OR 
CHRISTIAN WOMAN AND NOT THE OTHER WAY ABOUT: 


A Muslim man is permitted to marry a Jew or 
Christian woman because man is like a master and woman 
his subordinate. The result of such a marriage will be that 
belief in fawheed (unity of Allah) will be supreme and 
overpowering while idolatry or associating behaviour will 
be suppressed and overcome. It is an indication that 
tawheed overpowers polytheism. It is truly so that a man's 
influence is stronger with the result that his wife, whether 
a Christian or a Jew, embraces Islam. But, it cannot 
happen the other way about: A Muslim woman is not 
allowed to marry a Christian or Jew under any 
circumstances. It is contrary to the will of Allah. If such a 
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marriage was allowed it would allow polytheistic behaviour 
superiority over belief in ‘awheed. These things are 
disallowed by Allah, and barred by natural law and 
wisdom, and they are outlawed by the honour and 
excellence of the Messenger of Allah, Muhammad 4b 41 4 
, Such a marriage betrays the religion preached by the 
most excellent of Messengers, the chief of the children of 
Sayyidina Aadam put Je, Muhammad Ly o 4: J and 
that is disliked by Allah. 


isdom be ind th mmands of Isla 237 


DIVORCE 


WISDOM IN ALLOWING MAN TO DIVORCE HIS WIFE: 


It must be known that ux) af-talag is an Arabic 


word. It means ‘to liberate’ ‘to open’ or ‘to relax’. In the 
terminology of Sharia’ah it refers to a man's releasing his 
wife from their marriage—that is, divorcing her. The 
following explanation should make it very clear. 

Let it be clear that marriage is a covenant. Islam, 
the dower, an assurance of providing livelihood and good 
social conduct are conditional on the husband. Chastity, 
purity and obedience are conditional on the wife. Just like 
any other agreement that is liable to be revoked on any of 
the conditions being violated so too this covenant is liable 
to being revoked on any of its conditions being violated. 
The only difference is that if it is the husband who violates 
a condition then his wife is not entitled to revoke the 
marriage just as she is not entitled to enter into marriage 
bonds by herself. She can approach the ruler or jurist to 
get her marriage revoked’ just as she can marry through 
her guardian. The restriction on her is placed because of 
her lesser intelligence. The husband, however, ts entitled 
to bind the ties of marriage, on his own without the 
medium of a guardian so, too, he may revoke these ties if 
his wife neglects any of the conditions of their covenant. 
This procedure is in line with the natural Jaw that we shall 
mention in the next few lines. In fact, it is a reflection of 
the natural law. 

It has been conceded through the natural law that 
every agreement becomes liable to be nullified when its 
conditions are breached. If the second party does not agree 
ee 
' There are special circumstances where the women is allowed Kula- 
consult a jurist 
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to nullify the covenant then he is being cruel to the first 
party who is within his nights to seek nullification on 
account of neglect of the conditions. In the light of this, if 
we consider what marriage really is then we will realize 
that it is nothing but a set of conditions of a pure 
agreement under which two people live together. As for 
him (or her) who is guilty of breaking one of the 
conditions, in the eyes of law he is worthy of being 
deprived of his rights under the agreement and it is this 
state of being deprived that is called divorce. If the 
behaviour of the divorcee harms the husband who 
divorces her or because of her immorality a wife violates a 
condition of marriage then she is like a limb that has 
become rotten or like a tooth that has decayed and the 
resultant pain causes hardship to the entire body. In such 
cases, that tooth or that limb is no longer a tooth or a limb 
and it is wise and prudent to remove the tooth or amputate 
the limb and get rid of it. This behaviour is in accordance 
with natural law. A woman's ties with her husband are not 
like his limbs but if anybody's hand or leg needs to be 
amputated on a doctor's advice to save the rest of the 
body, will he refuse to past with that limb and risk his 
whole body? In the same way, if anybody's wife is 
‘mmoral and mischievous becoming a nuisance for him 
then she is the limb that has gone bad rot down and is no 
longer his limb. She must be removed and turned out of 
the house lest the poison spread over the entire body and 
destroys the man. If, after that, a vulture or a beast 
devours that limb, it is no concern of the man because that 
is no longer his own limb once he has severed it and 
thrown it out. 
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THE GUIDELINES FOLLOWING WHICH ONE BECOMES 
WORTHY OF DIVORCING HIS WIFE: 
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And as to those, from whom you fear defiance, 
admonish them first, (then if necessary) banish 
them to their beds apart and (as a last resort) you 
may beat them. Then if they obey you, seek not 
any way against them. Surely Allah is ever 
Exalted, Great and if you fear a breach between the 
two, appoint an arbiter from his people and an 
arbiter from her people, if they both desire a 
settlement, Allah will effect, a reconciliation 
between them. Surely Allah is ever knowing. 
Aware, (an-Nisa 4:34-35) 


THE REASON UDDAH IS PRESCRIBED FOR A WOMAN: 


The main purpose of ‘/ddah, is to know whether or 
not a woman is pregnant. Thus if a woman is divorced 
without her husband having consumated the marriage 
them no 'Jddah is prescribed for her. Allah has said. 
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O you who believe, when you marry 
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believing © “omen and then divorce them 
before you have touched them, there is no 
waiting-period for you to reckon in respect of 
them. But make provision for them, and 


release them with a goodly release.(Al Ahzab, 
33°44) 


WHY MUST A WOMAN MOURN HER HUSBAND FOR FOUR 
MONTHS TEN DAYS: 


The wisdom behind this direction will be 
explained shortly together with the difference in ‘Jddah, of 
a woman against divorce and against death of husband. 
Here we write on only as much as we feel is necessary. 
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It must be known that mourming for a 
husband is limited by the /ddah, (waiting period). 
The mourning satisfies the demands of the 
waiting period and perfects it. As long as her 


husband was alive, the woman had to adom 
herself, beautify herself and apply fragrance to 
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please him and act as his beloved to achieve 
healthy sexual relationship. But, when her 
husband dies, she should remain in the waiting 
period and not marry another man. The demand 
of the Uddah, is fulfilment of her husband's rights 
and preventing marriage to another man before 
completion of the waiting period and to prevent 
the woman from doing what women generally do 
for their husbands. Besides, the waiting period 
shuts the door to the woman seeking another man 
and her beautifying and adorning herself that 
men may seek her (in marriage). When the 
'Iddah, (waiting period) is over, she is dependant 
on those things which make her attractive for a 
(second) marriage. Such things are allowed to her 
as are proper for a married woman. Thus, the 
restrictions and permissions apply at very proper 
times and a better idea cannot be proposed by 
anyone. 


WHY DOES THE 'DDAH AGAINST DIVORCE PROLONG 
MORE THAN ONE MENSTRUATION: 


Question: What is the sense in prolonging a woman's 


waiting period when her pregnancy can -be determined on 
her first menstruation? 


Answer: The ‘Uddah, is prescribed for certain 

reasons which are explained here. 

(1) To ensure that a woman is not pregnant. This 
prevents the sperm of two men being carried by 
the womb at one time and causing confusion about 
the real father. If a waiting period is not 
prescribed, there would have been much mischief 
which Shari‘ah aims at preventing. 
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(2) The prolonged period is prescribed to allow sufficient 
time to the husband who has divorced her to give a 
second thought to his decision and retract and 
compromise with his wife. 

(3) The '/ddah, is prescribed to allow the woman to fulfil 
the rights of her husband. On the death of a husband 
such behavior on her part displays her reaction and it is 
done by giving up self-adormment. 

(4) It is thus known that the purpose of the waiting period 
is not merely to find out pregnancy or otherwise. Il is 
only one of the purpose and there are others too, which 
cannot be realized within the period of first 
menstruation of the woman. 


KINDS OF ‘IDDAH: 


(1) Pregnant woman's '[ddah, that ends with delivery 
of the child. 

(2) A widow’s ‘/ddah, for four months and ten days 
from the death of her husband. 

(3) A divorcee’s ‘Iddah, which lasts until she has had 
three menstruation. 

(4) The 'Iddah Aaeesah or ‘Iddah Sahriah is for three 
months and is prescribed to old aged women or 
very young girls both of whom do not menstruate. 


THE REASON A WIDOW'S 'IDDAH, IS DIFFRENT FROM 
OTHER WOMEN'S ‘IDDAH: 


The waiting period of a widow is four months and 
ten days whether her husband has had a sexual intercourse 
with her or not. Some people contend that this observation 
is a mere obedience and intelligence has no say in the 
matter. But this contention is invalid because if it were 4 
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case of mere obedience then it would have been a form of 
worship, and we know that ‘Iddah, is not a mere act of 
worship because it is prescribed for all young and old, 
mentally sound and unsound, a Muslim and a Zimmi' 


All of them are bound to observe the 'Iddah, were 
they all are not obligated to observe the duties or worship. 
Further, it is not necessary to form an intention when 
observing the 'Jddah, when worship is preceded by 
forming an intention..So, without doubt there are reasons 
for prescribing the ‘Jddah, or waiting period. With that in 
mind, these should be a firm intention to obey Allah with 
full faith which is tantamount to worship. There are some 
reasons in it pertaining to meeting the rights of the spouse 
and children and of the husband of which we shall soon 
speak. The first respect for the husband lies in 
remembering the ties that had existed between the two. 
The second respect lines in being faithful in some ways to 
the agreement of a close relationship with him. The third 
is the making known and removing doubts concerning 
lineage. The right of the husband to respect and honor is 
worthy of observing even after his death. It tells us also 
that after the death of the Holy Prophet -L) ue ai. these 
Tights te respect and honour were retained in forbidding 
marriage with his widows. It is also forbidden because his 
wives in this world will continue to be his wives in the 


hereafter. 


However, this is not for other people because no 
husband is respected in that manner (as the Prophet . in 4. 
J.) was) and this right is not assured about them either. 
Thus, if every woman was forbidden a second marriage 
after the death of her husband then it would have been 


Zimmi - anon Muslim ving under the protection of an Islamic government. A Zimmi 
should pay.a wibute for sccurity accord to him or her. 
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much difficult for her. However, a second marriage 1s 
allowed but there are certain injunctions that must be 
obeyed to protect the right of the first husband. In the 
Days of Ignorance, the people were very unfair in the 
restrictions they placed on a widow to respect her husband 
and honour the marriage ties. She was not allowed to 
contract another marriage for a full year nor to go out of 
her house. Even then she was not without blame. Allah 
has been very Merciful and Kind in having favoured with 
a concession that is not without wisdom behind it. In the 
Islamic Shari’ah, the unjust and cruel pre-Islamic 
restrictions have been replaced and the woman now has to 
wait for four months and ten days with a wide range of 
wisdom behind it. This period is enough to reveal if the 
womb carries a child because the sperm stays there for 
forty days, then it turns into a clot of blood for forty days 
and the child forms in another forty days. This process 
adds up to four months. After this period, the fourth stage 
is the blowing of the spirit into the body, which is 
estimated at ten days during which movement of the child 
will let the mother know of her pregnancy. This one 
reason why the period of 'Jddah, is as it is. 


In short, the waiting period of a widow is fixed at 
four months and ten days. The four months have three 
stages and in this duration life is given to the child in the 
womb and it begins to move inside it. The additional ten 
days make the presence of a child move apparent because 
of its sure movements. Besides, this duration is half of the 
known period of pregnancy, and the woman's state is very 
clear to everyone. In the case of a divorced woman, the 
waiting period is not linked to her feeling the child inside 
her body. Rather, her ‘Iddah, is related to her 
menstruation. The widow's period, as we have seen, 1s 
four months ten days. 
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The reason for the difference in the two waiting 
periods is that in the case of the divorced woman the 
owner of rights is alive and he knows his family and can 
assume such matters. So, it is possible that the wornan 1S 
asked to mind whatever she is capable of knowing and her 
husband must trust her in this matter, and her waiting 
period is fixed accordingly. In the case of a widow. her 
husband is not alive and no one else can know the private 
condition of the woman as a husband would know. Hence, 
her Uddah, is fixed to such a limit that everyone may 
know equally well the state she is in and that is the time in 
which the presence of a child is felt. 


Let not anyone doubt from this difference that the 
'"ddah, of the divorced woman should have been her first 
menstruation which is enough to reveal that she is not 
pregnant. As we have seen, the Uddah, of a divorced 
woman is not fixed to determine surely whether she is 
pregnant but only to know that she is not and that ts 
known from the first menstruation. 


The classification of this doubt is that the aim Is 
not merely to know absence of pregnancy. That is one of 
the reasons for fixing the period of ‘Jddah, but these are 
other reasons for that and they depend on the rights that 
are linked to it. One of these is the right of Allah that is 
obedience to His command and seeking His pleasure. The 
next is the right of the husband who has given the divorce 
and that is to give him ample time to think over and 
reconcile with her either through revocation of divorce 
(ruj'lat cw) OF renewal of marriage. The third right 
pertains to herself and it is the duty of the husband to 
provide her sustenance and living accommodation as long 
as she is in the waiting period. The fourth right belongs to 
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the child and it is make known his parentage so that he is 
not wrongly related to anyone else. 


The next husband has the fifth right and it is to 
guarantee that he “does not waste his water on anyone 
else's field”. The Holy Prophet -L; w+ 3 has prescribed 
commandments for each separately. Thus in giving the 
rights of the husband a woman should not go out of the 
house either should the husband turn her out of the house. 
Besides, if the husband had given a revocable divorce and 
revokes it during the waiting period then the woman must 
not stand in the way of reconciliation. Then, her nght over 
the husband is that he provide her - maintenance 
sustenance and lodging. 


The right of the child must be respected by 
revealing his parents and relating him to his father and to 
nobody else. The right of the next husband (after second 
marriage) is that he should be allowed to have sexual 
intercourse with his wife, the marriage with him taking 
place after the absence of pregnancy 1s guaranteed lest 
thereby a child in the womb belonging to the former 
husband and an intercourse with the new husband would 
cause confusion of parentage. 

Thus, the limit of three menstrual periods as 'Jddah 
(for a divorcedwoman), is to guarantee fulfilment of all 
these rights together, some of these cannot be fulfilled 
after the first menstruation. Of the rights mentioned in the 
waiting period of a divorcee some are common to the 
waiting period of a widow. These can be known by a little 
reflection. This clarification that we have made in the 
foregoing lines fulfils our promise to explain this thing 


later. 


The Wisdom behind the Commands of Islam 241 


THE REASON MARRIAGE BY MUT'AH' 1S DISALLOWED: 


(l) The practice of Mut’ah, (plural. muta’) is 
responsible for corrupting the line of descent and 
destroying it. With the expiry of the period of 
Mut’ah, the woman gets out of the hand of the 
husband and is on her own. No one knows what 
she will do when she is pregnant. Besides, a true, 
disciplinary observation of 'Jddah, is possible with 
much difficulty even in a proper marriage then 
what can one say of mutah. 

(2) | There isa very detestable possibility that if this 
practice is allowed to continue the Shari'ah 
approved marriage wil! be avoided because most 
people probably marty to satisfy their sexual urge. 


(3) If any one recompenses only for the sexual 
relationship then he is not fit to be called a human 
being. It is a very shameful act and a sound heart 
does not like it. However, in spite of its extreme 
undesirability, it was allowed in the earlier period 
of Islam to accommodate those people who could 
not afford to marry while they had an ever- 
powering sexual urge. It 1s like the permission 
given in times of extreme necessity of hunger for 
instance, a dead body is allowed for eating. Then it 
was abrogated for ever because of its obnoxious 


nature. 


' . a 
' A temporary marriage. : 


FORBIDDANCE OF MUT’AH SEEN IN HADITH: 


de pate op ppl ae Gh de nll ot dies Wo 
cdo ait Spey as OW al dtm ob Ol sgh! Eyre on Al 
9 pS cs ST gt ptt tg b Sd ley ale a 
opd UAB oy SI WU p> sb OF Ld oe PE 
op pass UE Uydt Vy Ugh fd pb pe our OS 
(S33) pb ere 
Sabrah at Juhanni reported on the authority 
of his father that while he was with. the 
Messenger of Allah .L-, a 4 4 he said, "O 
people! I had permitted you to contract 
temporary marriage with women, but Allah has 
forbidden it (now) until the Day of Resurrection. 
So he who has any (woman with him with this 
type of marriage contract) he should let her off. 
And you should not take back anything of what 


you have given to them. (Muslim Hadith No. 
3255) 


Spies Ag ger al pl Ete JU felet oy GUL Lh 

JE Ue Ob et ope deh de yet op opel yet 

pat ty tall oe ok ley ae I do ot Ol Le oy 

CIS ye A Olde ty Sy) on) EY pt! 

| (45 gL pci aacll 

Sayyidina Ali x: di ,2, said to Ibn Abbas «x a1 ,2, 
that the Messenger of Allah 1, ue & Qe 


prohibited on the Day of Khyber the contracting 
of temporary mariage with women and the 
eating of the flesh: of domestic asses. And it is 
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transmitted by Sufyan that contracting of 
temporary marriage is already forbidden. 


(Bukhari) 


INTUITIVE ARGUMENT AGAINST REJECTION OF 
MUT'AH: 


Let every noble natured, sensible person and every 
chief of his tribe decide for himself what would be the 
difference between marriage, if the latter was lawful. One 
does not feel disgraced in telling anyone of the marriage 
of his daughter or sister to anyone but will any noble man 
let anyone know that his mother, daughters and sisters 
contracted a certain number of temporary marmiages? This 
areument is sure to non-plus any supporter of Mut‘ah and 
it is certain that though these people accept greetings and 
congratulations on a marriage (in the family), they will not 
tolerate similar greetings on the temporary marmages of 
their women relatives. So, this is an intellectual argument 
and we have already cited theoretical arguments above. 
Here are some more! 


ply ale dil gue gil Oar ail oo I ul oe We ye 


Sayyidina ‘Ali « 41 +, has said that the Holy 
Prophet -t-) ue 41 1+ forbade the contracting of a temporary 
marriage with women. 


This Hadith is confirmed by Tirmizi and others 
and all the Companions are agreed on the prohibition of 
Mut'ah, However, Ibn'Abbas «« 41 .>, did confirm the 
legality of temporary marriage because of ancient national 
practice and habit but, after a few day, when he learnt of 
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the command of Shari’ah, he relented from his stand and 
agreed that Mut'ah was disallowed. All the Hanafi, 
Shafaee, Maliki, Hanbali the Ahl. Hadiths and Sufis are 
agreed that Mut'ah is forbidden. 


THE REASON THE VEIL SHOULD BE OBSERVED BY 
WOMEN AND MEN: 


The principles laid down by Islam for observing 
the veil ensure that men and women will remain blameless 
and chaste and they will not commit evil if they abide’ by 
it. Allah has said about it : 


gS SN LS por gi Lye y pa ybiasl ope platy one fall Js 
cpp laa yr cptaniay Cole AU [5-0 pee Lp dl ol 


opp oppads our Bh VY es ote Yo ore BAe) 
CUT yh AHUT gpd) yloesise wows oF 
frp dy a gL 9} FL} cls 
Le BLS gh lll coust fl pel csr ot ALL! 

cpl filalt yh Se Moye Yt Sst ne cyublly) Atel oS. 
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O yrebat pKlad Oye gh at baa al SNe iy HS 
Say (O prophet) to the believing men that they 
lower their gaze and guard their private parts. That is 
purer for them. Surely Allah is Aware of what they do. 
And say to the believing women that they lower their gaze 
and puard their private parts, and display not their 
adornment except what appears thereof. And let them 
draw their scarves over their bosoms, and not display their 
adornment except to their husbands or their fathers, or 
their husbands fathers, or their sons, or their husband's 
sons, or their brothers, or their brother’s sons, or their 
sisters’ sons, or their women, or what their right hands 
possess or male attendants not having sexual urge, oF 


The Wisdoin b hind the Commands of Islam 35] 


children who are not acquainted with the women's privy 
parts. And let them not strike their feet so that the 
adornment that they hide may be known. And repent to 
Allah together, you believers, that you may proper. 

(an Nur, 24:30-31) 


The command includes keeping the ear from 
listening to songs sung by ghayr mahram and from 
listening to sweet voices and stortes of beauty. 


The women should use the scarf to cover their 
head, ears and bosom. 


Ail of them must keep supplicating to Allah that 
He may protect them from vice. 

And approach not adultery; surely it is an 

indecency, and an evil way. (al Isra 17:32) 


. It implies that one should not attend any feast or 
function where one could be tempted even in imagination. 
He should not even adopt any measure or tried any path 
that is even remotely likely to lead him to the sin of 
adultery. It is an extreme form of shamelessness and 
indecency and it is a very wicked path. It hinders one from 
his final destination and is very dangerous for the next 
life. If anyone cannot afford to marry, he must not lunge 
himself in the other means of sexual satisfaction. He must 
Observe fasting or eat less. 
L(S OytsZy cpl ined 
And let those who find not the means to marry 
keep chaste.(An Nur, 24:33) 


Some of these people also adopt extreme measure 
by castrating themselves; some forbid themselves to ever 
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take a wife living a life of a monk or an ascetic who has 
given up the world. But, Allah has not asked anyone to 
live in such a manner. Further, they themselves do not 
maintain their wrong innovative practices. 


tle ALTE be etal dike yy 
And (as for) monasticism they innovated it. We 
did not prescribe it for them. (Al Hadeed, 57:27) 


That is monasticism ig an unnatural thing to 
cultivate against the true spirit of the Divine guidance. If 
this were a command of Allah and everyone had practiced 
it then human beings would have gone extinct long ago. 
Besides, if chastity were to be had by castration then it Is a 
tacit allegation against the Creator for having provided 
man with his private organs. A part from that, the truth 
lies in the fact that a man may hope for reward only when 
he has the ability and potency to fulfil his natural urge but 
restrains himself for fear of Allah when he is disallowed 
from doing it fighting his evil emotions; where he is 
allowed, he must use his ability to advantage. He will thus 
earn a two-fold reward. As for him who is impotent like a 
child, how can he expect a reword? Can a child earn a 
reward for being chaste? 


Apart from other prescriptions, Allah has not 
merely provided man with deep education in the verses 
quoted above but He has also shown man how he may 
cure himself and become chaste. The method includes 
restraining his eyes from looking at women strangers, his 
ears from listening to their voices or reports and tales 
about them, and avoiding all such places where one is 
likely to be aroused sexually, and if a man cannot marry 
then he must fast. 
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This higher education coupled with these steps as 
taught by the Qur’an are particular to Islam alone. At this 
juncture, there is an important point that we must 
remember. The natural instinct of man that lies in a sexual 
urge cannot be suppressed without a complete physical 
change. It is such an urge that it will manifest itself at 
every sex-arousing moment and. if it is curbed there may 
be other risks. Therefore, Allah has not taught us to 
observe women strangers at will, to admire their beauty - 
and adomment and appreciate their delicate manners and 
yet claim to be chaste. He has also not taught us to listen 
to them singing and hear tales to their beauty and private 
life yet remains unaroused sexually. Rather, we are told 
strictly that we must not look at women and their beauty 
under nay circumstances neither with innocent eyes not 
with mischievous intentions. Similarly, we are disallowed 
from listening to their melodious voice or their tales of 
beauty whether we are innocent or mischievous in our 
intents. We must rather develop a hate to their voices and 
sights as if we see a dead body so that we may not 
stumble. If a person is not restricted then it is certain that 
an unchecked gaze will cause him to stumble. We must 
realize that Allah wished that we kept ourselves pure of 
sight and ef heart. He has given us higher education for 
that. There is no doubt that one who is not imprisoned will 
surely commit a sin. If soft bread is placed before a 
hungry dog, it is foolish to hope that it will not touch the 
bread; we should thus not allow our sexual potency a 
hidden opportunity. There should not be such a move as 
might involve risk of any types whatsoever. Every person 
who abstains and wishes to keep his heart clean and pure 
should not behave like an animal letting his eyes roam 
here and there. It is necessary in today’s civilized world to 
keep one's gaze under control. This is an auspicious habit, 
It will give his natural audition the dense colour of 
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manners and his cultural life - will not suffer any 
difference. This is what is known as chaste manners. 


WHY IS SEXUAL INTERCOURSE WITH A MENSTRUATING 
WOMAN DISALLOWED: 


Allah has said in the Qur’an: 
paca 3 aca ps i fc "ts pov & Cte 
Sle > AA YD 
And they ask you (O Prophet) concerning 
menstruation. Say “It is hurt, so keep aloof from 
women during menstruation, and go not near them 


(for intercourse) till they are clean- 
(al Baqarah: 2:222) 


When Allah calls menstruation impure and a hurt, 
them it is strongly possible that intercourse in this 
condition will cause severe damage. That is why He has 
disallowed sexual intercourse during this condition. From 
the medical point of view, if anyone has sexual 
‘ntercourse with his wife while she is menstruating then he 
is likely to suffer any of the following maladies: 
mange or itching, impotency, inflammation or buming, 
and bright’s disease which is disease of the kidney. 

The woman also suffers some harm. 


She after gets a continued flow of blood, the uterus 
is displaced sometimes it is one of the causes of the 
pregnancy not lasting its full course, and the womall 
suffers a miscarriage. 


Since, sexual intercourse during menstruation 


causes the above-named diseases besides others, 5° 
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has disallowed His salves from doing it and He has been 
Merciful in this way. 


THE REASON INTERCOURSE IS DISALLOWED WITH A 
MENSTRUATING WOMAN BUT ALLOWED WITH ONE 
WHO HAS A PROLONGED FLOW: 


Sexual intercourse is disallowed with a woman 
who is experiencing menstruation but is allowed with one 
who has a prolonged flow of blood although there is a 
kind-of impurity in both. The Holy Prophet Ly ale i io 
has seen wisdom in that and has pointed out the 
differences in both. The impurity is greater is the former 
than in the latter. The blood in a prolonged flow is from a 
vein in the private organ. It is like a bleeding nose. The 
bleeding is harmful and absence of it is a sign of health. It 
is the other way about with menstruation. If blood does 
not flow then it is a cause of disease and if it flows, it is a 
sign of health. Thus, the menstrual blood and the blood in 
prolonged flow are not the same, in factual terms and in 
terms of rulings applied to them. It is the Shari’ah of Islam 
that has recognized the difference and favoured the 
Muslims with rulings for each. The Holy Prophet 4 1. 
r--) was asked about prolonged flow of blood. 


Ol el ath dy de US Le Sua Aolrlotse gall ¢ a |e 


Ar th dy Ge po ail ley pullin as as 
“Shall | abandon prayer when I have a prolonged 
flow of blood?” He said, “No! That is only a vein 
and not menstruation.” So, he commanded her to 
pray with that blood and illness because it was 
blooc of a vein and not blood of menstruation”. 
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THE REASON DIVORCE IS LIMITED TO THREE: 


Divorce is limited to only three pronouncements 
because the term 'many' is applied from that number. 
Besides, when a man divorces his wife, it is imperative 
that he gives it a careful thought and considers the pros 
and cons of his action. Thus, the necessity to pronounce 
the divorce thrice affords him an opportunity to do the 
thinking. Many people do not know the significance of 
divorce until they taste the separation from their wives. 
The true experience is after the first pronouncement. At 
the second pronouncement, the experience is perfected. 
The condition to re-marry after the third pronouncement Is 
to confirm renewal (of relationship) or the culmination (of 
relationship). If revocation of divorce was allowed 
without remarriage then it would have been a simple case 
of reconciliation (like against the first and second 
pronouncement). To remarry the divorced wife is to 
reconcile with her and as long as she is in her husband's 
home and in his authority or with his relatives, it is 
understood that her husband will prevail over her. She will 
opt compulsorily for his opinions. 


Once, however, she separated from him 
completely and experiences the different times and 
seasons by herself and they agree to reconciliation then 
she will first have to marry another man and have a sexual 
‘ntercourse with him. This is the penalty for divorcing her 
hurriedly and it raises the woman in the sight of her 
second husband and also shows that only such a man will 
dare pronounce divorce three times who stoops down 
dishonorable to separate from the woman. 
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THE REASON REVOCABLE DIVORCE IS LIMITED TO 
TWO: 


The people of the days of Ignorance used to 
divorce their wives innumerable times and then revoke 
their pronouncements and reconcile with them. This was 
very hash on the women. So, the verse of the Qur’an was 
revealed: 

JG Oya 


Divorce is twice. (al: Baqarah, 2: 229) 


After that they may reconcile. Then, if divorce is 
pronounced a third time unless the woman marties another 
man of her own free will she cannot be lawful for the first 
man. The Holy Prophet --, 5 a has said thal sexual 
intercourse with the new husband is a condition of her 
becoming lawful for the first. By pointing out this 
condition we do not mean to say that she may marry the 
man merely to become lawful for the first husband. 
Marriage is solemnized with the aim of perpetual living 
together but if she happens to get a divorce from the 
second husband then she is allowed to marry the former 
husband. 


THE REASON A WOMAN BECOMES LAWFUL AFTER 
SECOND MARRIAGE TO HER FORMER HUSBAND WHO 


HAS DIVORCED HER THREE TIMES: 

This question was put to Ibn Qayyim to give 
translation of the answer he wrote down in his book 

A‘ lam Al-muta ‘In Min Rabbial A'lamin . 

Only he who is aware of the secrets Shari’ah and 
all reasons of the commands of Allah, knows the 
philosophy of the woman becoming unlawful to a man 
after three pronouncements of divorce and again 
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becoming lawful after she marries someone else. Let it be 
clear that Shari’ah has dictated differently in every period 
according to the expediencies of the times and the 
Ummah. The Torah had allowed a man to reconcile with 
his divorced wife until she married another man, once she 
married another man, the former husband could never 
reconcile with her under any circumstances. The wisdom 
behind this injunction is very clear. A husband would 
know that if he divorced his wife she would enjoy full 
authority to do what she liked and she would even be 
permitted to marry another man which would shut all 
doors for reconciliation with her for ever. Accordingly, his 
relations and bonds with his wife were strong and he 
could not tolerate separation with her. This Shari’ah 
applied to the people of Sayyidina Musa = and was 
framed according to their temperament. They were very 
violent and short tempered and very adamant. 


The Shari'ah of Injeel followed. It shut the door 
on divorce after marriage. Once a man married a woman, 
he could never divorce her under any circumstances. 


The Shari’ah of Sayyidina Muhammad ,L; 1 4 2 


is most complete and perfect Shari'ah with the needs of 


Sw ALA o_o —s= 


another woman. If the woman does not suit the 
temperament of her husband or is mischievous and does 


The Wisdom behind the Commands of Islam 28D 


not mend her ways then Islam does not propose to have 
tlie husband tied by her and undergo torment at her hand. 
Jslam does not wish that such a woman should prove to be 
hell for the man | 


I Yin cel Ab sai f if aly a 4 Us 


Thus, Allah has allowed a husband to separate 
from a wife who has such habits. The procedure is for the 
man to give her one divorce and the woman should wait 
until she has had three menstruation or until three months 
have passed for the man to revoke the divorce. It is 
possible that during this period the woman might mend 
her ways and stop being mischievous and her husband 
may incline towards her and Allah, The turner if Hearts, 
may cause them to reconcile. During this period the door 
to reconciliation is left open so that the husband might 
revoke the divorce and get back his wife whom his anger 
and devilish sentiments had caused him to lose. 

The procedure that we are describing allows for a 
second divorce within the period stated above if the two 
continue to differ and disagree after their reconciliation 
within this period. This will cause the woman to take the 
waming from repeated divorces and give up her 
disagreeable habits which anger her husband and cause 
the separation. This will also make the husband feel the 
burden of separation and keep him from divorcing her. 


If, however, they cannot reconcile and are on the 
verge of the third divorce then that wil] be the point of no 
return. It is the final divorce and it is the command of 
Allah that the husband cannot reconcile with the woman 
whom he has given three divorces. The two people are 
told that reconciliation is possible for them after the first 
and the second pronouncements of divorce. After the third 
pronouncement revocation is impossible. The two should 
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take heed from this warning. The husband should realize 
that the third divorce will bring permanent separation 
between him and his wife; thus knowledge should prevent 
him from taking the extreme step. Further, if he wishes to 
have his wife back after the third divorce she must marry 
another man and the marriage must be well announced. 
This man may then divorce her and she should go through 
the prescribed waiting period. But this thing also is not 
certain (for he might not divorce her, for instance). It is 
part of the procedure that this man whom the woman 
marries must have sexual intercourse with her and, as for 
their separation, he must divorces her of his own free will 
and she must pass her Jddah. If this man dies after the 
marriage then too, the woman is allowed to marry her 
former husband after the Iddah. It is only after passing 
through their stages that her first husband may hope to 
remarry her. Therefore, before he gives her the third 
divorce he is sensible, foresighted and considers these 
points remembering aiso that Allah does not like divorces 
his wife (even though he is not forbidden to do it) then he 
will refrain from giving her a divorce. In the same way, 
the woman will see that things will be tough for her and 
she would reform herself. In this way they will reconcile. 
The Holy Prophet p+) + 4 4 has said about the second 
marriage (of the woman) that it should be contracted with 
the intention of life-long association. If this man whom 
the woman marries does not intend to keep her always as 
his wife but goes through this exercise only that the 
woman may become lawful for her first husband meet the 
conditions of Shari'ah them he must know that the Holy 
Prophet pL) s 4 yt has cursed such men. If the first 
husband gets another man to do this thing for him so that 
his former wife may again become lawful for him; then 
the Prophet Ly + 4) 1+ has cursed him too. 
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ab plot y [let 


According to Ibn Abbas « 4: ,2, he Messenger of 


Allah cursed the man who made a woman lawful 
for the first husband and the one for whom she was 
made lawful. 


Thus, according to Shari‘ah a woman can become 
lawful for her first husband only through natural means. 
After her first husband has divorced her and she marries 
another man and he too divorces her because of 
differences or any other reasons except willfully making 
her lawful for the first man, or he happens to die. The 
woman will than wait for the prescribed period of /ddah. 
It is only after that, that the woman will be allowed to 
marry her first husband without compunction. 


These are very stern obstacles, which the first 
husband must overcome to get back his wife. This should 
inspire him to hold the institution of marriage to a high 
respect and be grateful to Allah for His blessings, and he 
must resolve to preserve his rnarriage forever. He must not 
think of serving the ties of marriage. Hf a husband sees 
that he faces so raany hurdles after he separates from his 
wife and until he re-unites with her then he will not let 
things drift to the third divorce. 


chy I ay yie onk be yj 25 Ge ale lee m ¢ LY ol 
cP WS 3 hay gi op Ailes lad Le ead Ld fat y la 
Lai abl Us 55 ale Uc F ale J yb Ol wy yaad! ode oli 
Jeni go> J SFY Ul lel 131 ails a all oP EEN otal 
Lege RIAD pale Ey ISG pile ye fess UY 
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WHY SHOULD THE TIME OF FORSWEARING BE FOUR 
MONTHS: 


Allah has satd in the Qur’an: 
BN OB GO OG got IY Gans AE yy SAU 
pale ae at Ob GMbI 32 pees ae 
Those who forswear their wives should wait for 
four months. Then if they go back, Allah is surely 
Forgiving, Merciful. And if they resolve on 


divorce, then surly Allah is Hearer, Knower. 
(Al-Baqarah, 2:226-227). 


The word eela’:%' means ‘to swear’. The people 


of jahiliyah were given to swearing that they would keep 

away Irom their wives for some time or for a long period. 

This was'very cruel and painful for the woman. So, Allah 

has disallowed that the strain relationship between a man 

and hts wife should continue for more than four months. 

There are many reasons for that and we give here some of 

them. 

(1) During this period one is inclined to have sexual 
relationship with one’s spouse and if one is not 
afflicted, the lack of relationship causes many 
harms. 
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(2) 


(4) 


(5) 


This period is one-third of a year and anything less 
than half is regulated with one-third. Half of any 
period is considered much. 


If the period of eela was allowed to Jast more than 
that, man would have delayed maintenance to his 
wife. This would prove very difficult for the 
woman in getting food clothing and shelter. 


It is possible that the husband may have had sexual 
intercourse with his wife and she may have 
become pregnant. In this case, four months is the 
time enough to know the pregnancy. It is for this 
very reason that a widow has to observe /ddah for 
four months then the days of her husband's death 
as we have seen already. The pregnancy can easily 
be recognized in this time. So, if it recognizes and 
the husband does not revoke the divorce then she 
will observe the /ddah until she delivers the child. 


Allah Who sees the secret and the apparent has not 
determined the period of eela’ at four months 
without wisdom. Normally, a healthy, young 
woman finds separation from her husband for four 
months very difficult. During this period she wants 
her husband to return to her. Jalaluddin Suyuti «, 


is has written in “Tarik al Khulafa”: 
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Ibn Jarih has said that | was informed by him 
whom I believe to be truthful that one night 
Sayyadina Hazrat Umer «= 4 +, was making the 
round of the streets of Madinah. It was the time 
when he was the Caliph and he was making the 
rounds to learn himself how his people fared. He 
heard the woman reciting the following poem: 


The night has prolonged itself 

It is surrounded by much darkness and blackness 
lam sleepless from the thought of my friend 
And if I did not fear my Allah, the incomparable, 
My bed would be occupied on both sides. 


Sayyadina Umar «« 5 +, called out to the woman 
and asked her what was it that she wished. She 
complained “You have sent my husband to the war front 
for many months and now I yearn to meet him.” He asked, 
“Do you entertain evil thoughts?” She said, “May Allah 
help me! I have no evil thoughts.” Sayyadina Umer & 4 

said, “Be patient! 1 will send a messenger to summon 
your husband.” 
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Sayyadina Umer » & ,», then went to Sayyidah 
Hafsah ys 31 ,*, and asked her, “I wish to ask you about 
something that | am eager to settle. Tell me, after how 
much time a woman crave for husband?” Hafsah y= 4 +, 
did not answer and kept her gaze down feeling ashamed to 
sive her father the answer. Sayyadina Umer « i ,+, said 
to her, "Allah does not disdain from speaking out the 
truth.” Hafsah ys 3: +, indicated by her fingers three 
months but four months at the most. That ts, a man must 
meet his wife at an interval of three months but surly four 
months at the most. So, Sayyidina Umer «+ 4i 2, sent 
letters to the officers of his army that no soldier must be 
kept away from his house more than four months. He 
issued a general order that every soldier must be allowed 
to visit his home at a maximum interval of four months. 


THE REASON FOR DISALLOWING MARRIAGE WITH THE 
WIVES OF THE PROPHETS --; ii J AFTER THEIR 


DEATHS: 


The souls of the Prophets , + 4: .- have almost 


the same relationship with their bodies after their death as 
they had when they were alive. This is why their bodies 
do not expand or explode like the bodies of other living 
creatures when they die. This is found in the Hadith. This 
is why their wives cannot marry anyone else as the wives 
of other living people do. And this ts why there property 
and possessions are not inherited as the legacy like other 
living people is inherited after their death. It is for this 
reason that the Hadith ~, sy {they are not inherited} 


cannot be said to contradict the verse it Sy {Allah 
enjoins you} (an-Nisa, 4:11) and the verse , «~-1))' psy 
Lay! oy -» (never marry his wives after him), (al-Ahzab, 
33:53) cannot contradict the verse brtyj) oy jyiy pSi+ Oyby2 pithy 
{And those of you who die and leave their wives} (al- 
Baqarah, 2:234). 

This is because the verses ist pheey and opr: cpilly 


concer those people whose souls lose the relationship 
with their bodies, which they enjoyed when they were 


alive. Thus, the word 47 {leave behind} in the verse Jb } 
Gill jt 45 Le Lai {For men is a share of what their parents 
and near relatives leave}, (an-Nisa, 4:6). And G¥ {die} in 


the verse pA O54 .2il)y are proof of this statement. Then 


take the verse. 


The Wisdom pehind the Commands of Isiam 267 


And let those (in change and division) fear who 
should they leave behind them weakly progency... 
(an,Nisa, 4:9). 

The word 1,57 {leave} is probably the key word 


because the word 3 {die} makes sense only when 


something is taken out and this can be true only when the 
soul is taken out of the body. The pronominal adjective 


refers to the same thing in the verse Osis -pall). It is very 


clear that only the body will be there and the body cannot 
be the word referred to by uy at the time of death because 


it i not extracted. 


It is thus, true that the spirit of such people will no 
longer have the same relationship with the body as it had 


with it when they were alive. In the same way the word 3 5 


Leave behind can only be truly expressed for those tied in 
love to children and property if the sou! has deserted the 
lower earthly body and travel to the higher world. This 
can also be true when the soul deserted the body otherwise 


that is not leaving it 3. Thus, as for the suspended one 


(unconscious) his wives and possessions will continue to 
be in his ownership. In other words the bodies of the 
prisoners are restricted and the prison is the body itself. 
Thus the expansion stops the expansion that resembles the 
light of the sun and the moon. It stops like the seizure of 
light from the lantern that is eclipsed by something. The 
death of the Prophets >. 44 may be compared to it. The 
- difference lies in that the soul is extracted from every 
organ of the body except on some occasions and all 
spiritual senses of hearing and sight are taken away. It 
happens too that for some reasons it is then gradually 
withdrawn completely. The souls of the Prophets p> ++ 


maintain complete relationship with their bodies but the 
surroundings are restricted. The body maintains the same 
potential as it had heretofore. It is like the eclipsing cover 
being removed from the lantern so that its lights will be 
brightens. On the other hand, the suspended nature is like 
a candle that flickers and might blow out any moment. 
Nevertheless, the noble Prophets pu... continue to enjoy 
the relationship of their souls with their bodies. In fact, 
compare to their living nature when they face exertions 
they have a higher potency in death and like a lantern and 
darkness through eclipse, both life and death are 
combined. 


In short, the Prophets 1 2 go on living and that 
is why their wives are not permitted to marry again after 
them. and that is why their properties are not inherited. 
Further, this junction also recognizes the high station and 
honour of the Prophets po J. Although the word 4, 
(leave behind) is used in a Hadith refer to the Prophets yet 
its use is figurative as can be seen from the arguments. 


WHY IS A WOMAN NOT ALLOWED TO HAVE MORE 
THAN ONE HUSBAND AT A TIME: 


(1) A woman’s relation with her children is like earths 
to its production. However, because of its 
sameness, production may be divided and shared 
equally. So, there is no harm in co-ownership over 
land. But, a woman cannot be shared by few men 
because each of them will claim right of sexual 
intercourse with her. This is the first cause of 
trouble and they all may wish to sleep with her at 
the same time. Further, if all of them have sexual 
intercourse with her after marrying her and she 


The 


(2) 
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gives birth to one child then it will not be possible 
to divide the child and give the share to each father 
to take away. If, however, she gives birth to many 
children then there will be some male children and 
female children, there will be differences in faces 
and appearances, in nature and character, in 
strength and courage. This will cause envy in 
fathers over possession of the children. No father 
will be satisfied with one child because of paternal 
love for all children. He will not be happy on 
receiving one, as he will be sad on parting with the 
others. These things will cause many problems and 
become a bone of contention among so many 
fathers. In every sense it will disrupt management 
of the family. On the contrary, if there is one man 
with a number of wives, be will be like a farmer 
tending a number of fields and he can have 
children from all those women. This will not create 
problems and women will not cause mischief 
because of their sorrow. There will not be fighting 
and murder and family affairs will not be 
mismanaged. 

According to Islam, woman Is ruled over and man 
is the ruler. He is the master and he is called the 
master because women are owned and wives are 
against the dower. The slaves are emancipated and 
the wives are divorced. It is to say that a slave 
male or female cannot liberate himself from 
slavery on his or her own free will. The owner 
may, if he wishes free a slave he owns. In the same 
way, a woman cannot get herself released from the 
prison of her husband of her own free will. Her 
husband enjoys the right to divorce her when he 
wishes. Just as the master is responsible for the 
maintenance of his salve so too the husband is 
liable to provide for his wife. Just as the single 


master have many slaves, so too a husband may 
have many wives. It all boils down to the fact that 
in terms of the rules, in Islam women are owned 
and ruled over and husbands are owners and rulers. 
However, a husband’s lack of authority to sell and 
purchase a wife is not proof of absence of 
ownership or lordship over her. If these things 
could serve as a proof that he is not the owner then 
the same thing could be said of Allah and we 
cannot prove on these bases that he is the owner. 
Rather, non-transference of anything sold or gifted 
points out clearly to absolute ownership just as the 
non-transference of the ownership of Allah points 
out to His absolute ownership. The husband has a 
resemblance to Allah as owner or Jord in name; in 
fact, in the face of ownership of Allah, a husband's 
ownership is simply nominal. Further, the 
ownership of Allah is never ending, perpetual 
while a husband’s ownership (over his wife) ts 
liable to end through divorce. In spite of that, no 
one else’s ownership is as near in resemblance to 
Allah’s ownership as a husband’s. To conclude a 
husband’s ownership is unquestionable and, in 
fact, stronger than anyone else’s ownership; he 1s 
the ruler and the woman the ruled. Obviously, in 
the numbers and the multitude of the ruled lies the 
honour and respect of the owner, and he is 
considered more respectable who has a greater 
number of the governed subjects. In contrast, a 
greater number of the governors or rulers Is 4 
dishonorable thing. We do not have a plural 
number of rulers. Of course, it is possible to have a 
line of rulers from top to bottom and_ the 
subordinates are governed by one or more or all 
until the subjects who are finally governed by all 
and they govern none and are, therefore, the most 
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debased. In rising up the steps, each ruler ts the 
ruled of his superior but ruler of his subjects and 
more honourable than them. But less honoured 
than their superiors. This goes on until the king 
who is the ruler of the al! —superior-most. He is not 
ruled by anyone. No one is more honorable than 
him. If any woman has a number of husbands it 
will be like a single subject who is ruled by a 
number of kings and many rulers. We all know 
that it never happens that way. 


For a man to have many wives is no defect 
because man is the master while woman is the 
servant. A master can have many servants but a 
servant cannot have many masters. 


Allah has grown a natural sense of modesty in 
woman whereby she hesitates to go before men 
strangers. When a woman talks to a man she is so 
ashamed that she lowers her gaze again and again. 
It is clear, therefore, that apart from immodest, 
indecent women, who have lost all sense of natural 
modesty, every other woman observes the veil 
before men and shows modesty and shyness. The 
sense of modesty that Allah has grown in their 
nature proves that they can only have one husband 
because if they maintain relations with more than 
one they cannot preserve modesty as may be seen 
in prostitutes. 


It is observed that if, out of necessity, a man 
marries many wives then he can look after them. 
But, a woman will never be able to manage two 
husbands. Thus, a man may have more than one 
wife but a woman cannot have more than one 
husband. 


(5) Often the total number of women in the world ts 
greater than men. These statistics clearly say 
that a man may have many wives but not vice 
versa. 

(6) The Lord has created man strong and powerful and 
woman delicate and weak of body. So, the strong 
can have many weaklings as his subordinates. It 
cannot be the other way about. 

(7) Let us ponder over the natural tendencies. Even if 
a woman has a hundred husbands in a single 
pregnancy she can deliver not more than one or 
two offspring. But, one man can impregnate all his 
wives no matter how many they may be. 


THE SECRET IN ALLOWING MEN MANY WIVES IN 
PARADISE BUT ONLY ONE HUSBAND TO A WOMAN: 


(1) When anyone is rewarded he is given what 
comforts him and brings him honour - he 1s never 
given what saddens or troubles him or brings him 
dishonour. The latter are instruments of 
punishment. 


Paradise is the place of rewards and blessings. The 
bestowing of a number of women to a man as his 
wives is a reward that he gets. It is an honour and a 
cause of comfort. However, if a woman is allowed 
more than one husband, she will not get any 
comfort especially if a man’s strength is increased 
in proportion to many women; it is a cause of 
insult and dishonor. 


If a woman was allowed many husbands it would 
be the same as having 4 number of rulers. The 
more rulers the more the subjects will be 
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suppressed and debased. If it was considered 
proper, therefore. to debase and dishonour the 
woman then perhaps one or the other religion 
might have permitted her many husbands. 


Paradise. which is a place of honour and respect, 
does not visualize this depraved and degraded 
condition. Perhaps. if it was difficult to satisfy the 
need and urge through one husband. woman might 
have been allawed the cencession. However. 
Islamic Traditions tells us that in Paradise the man 
will have so much strength that he will be able to 
g0 to thirty woman one afler another. Besides. just 
as the Lord of world has given a different nature to 
man and woman in this world allowing the former 
to rule over the latter and have an upper hand so 
100 in Paradise their nature will differ from one 
another. : 


ONE MORE REASON WHY WOMAN IS ALLOWED ONLY 
HUSBAND: 


Allah, the Exalted has appointed man as His 
Messenger and Prophet. He has made him vicegerent. 
king anc ruler. Man in these capacities enjoys excellence 
over her and is responsible for her welfare and livelihood. 
His duty is to protect her and take risks for her especially 
in dangerous places. He labors and struggles for her sake. 
Allah, has therefore, given him more strength and 
authority. Much of man’s effort and labour is for woman. 
Man is burdened much in this regard and that is why he is 
given more strength to carry this burden. He is also 
capable of maintaining many wives. Since women are not 
burdened much, it is clear that they do not have enough 
strength to carry more burdens. 
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Therefore, in keeping with the nature of woman, 
each woman is allowed to.have only one husband. 


SLAVERY 


SLAVERY IN ISLAM AND BEFORE IT: 

efear dod SEY!) god ney Ut Gl cull jad 
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Those who have taken up their pens against 
serfdom have drawn a very ugly picture of it and shown it 
bereft of all kind of good and replete with everything 
reproachful. But, those who look deep into any matter 
should ponder over it with a cool mind without being 
emotional (and they should recognize evil even when it is 
clothed in pious clothing and they should praise good even 
when everyone calls it wicked), These men should remove 


misunderstandings about slavery being useléss and 
without any advantage and harmful. 


Therefore, ] too venture to clear doubts and wrong 
notions about taking slaves. In its steps to gradual 
progress the human sociely gone through conditions in 
which it was rightful for men —nay, necessary for them —to 
take slaves. There are many customs and habits in the 
world, which should make us, shudder, but it is-necessary 
that they are continued in order to achieve the objectives 
of progress. A victorious army officer does not hesitate to 
sink the vessel brimming over with young, courageous 
enemy soldiers —the cream of the opposing army. He does 
not think twice when he orders that bomb be dropped on 
an innocent enemy city killing children and women. He 
does not shed a tear over the destruction because yet. we 
will not cali him a cruel person, or a merciless man. Those 
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Who cannot see a murder being committed and who 
tremble when they hear of it, these very people will not 
shiver on killings and who tremble when they hear of it, 
these very people wil] not shiver on killings thousands of 
men or al witnessing the massacre with their eyes. Rather. 
they feel happy sometimes. The waging of wars has 
always been a necessary part of progress in human 
society. It is the same to- day. If we study the history of 
human progress we will see that wars were unavoidable in 
the initial stages of man’s progress to a greater degree 
than they are today. Slavery was the inevitable result of 
wars and a significant step in man's progress. [t was with 
the taking of slaves that man gave up his cruel nature that 
was demonstrated in his putting to death all enemy 
captives. A Christian writer states, “People have not yet 
understood well that war was necessary in progress of 
earlier civilization. First, the objective of war was to unify 
divided people into one nation. It was thus necessary that 
those of the enemy that were taken prisoners should be 
subordinated. So that they did not ever raise their heads 
thus serving the purpose of war. Secondly, it is a fact that 
earlier people kept away from hard work and labour and 
preferred to remain idle. Thus, when they were taken 
caplives, they shunned work unless they were enslaved 
and force to work by those who took them prisoners. We 
can safely say about this, too that no people have ever 
worked hard willingly but every where the domineering 
and strong have compelled the feeble to work for them. 
When these people worked and laboured strenuously for a 
period of time, it became second nature to them, As for 
the free people, they were naturally war-minded while the 
slaves were hard working men. Both these classes co- 
operated with each other and were complimentary. In this 
way without fighting or opposing each other they were a 
combined means to progress of human civilization.” 
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ISLAM'S TREATMENT OF SLAVES: 


it is a truth that is experienced every day that the 
relationship of a muslim master with his slave is much 
better than the relationship of a western emplover with his 
servant. Those who hold a high rank or are wealthy look 
down upon the poor. This behaviour is more marked in the 
west than anywhere else. Although the westerners trumpet 
proudly that there is no doubt that they have effaced the 
term ‘slavery’, but the practice continues, as it was 
between master and slave, in the relationship of master 
and servant. The change of nomenclature has not altered 
the reality of practice. When a civilized westerner takes a 
foreigner into his service. he regards him as worse than a 
wild beast and treats him accordingly. especially, if the 
work is of a demeaning nature. As far as Ireatment is 
concerned, no one can say if today’s white master deals 
with his servant well or the ancient Romans treatment of 
slave was better. Hardly does a summer pass without 
hearing that a poor labourer was beaten to death by his 
master because the unfortunate man happened to take a 
wink of sleep. ] do not see what right the Roman Master 
has over his slave which a civilized Christian does not 
enjoy over his servant or what maltreatment the former 
metted out and is not practiced today. Besides. it is not 
considered a serious offence to abuse, use expletive 
language or strike the servant lightly. The civilized 
weslerner nations must not take pride in driving out 
slavery until they remove all traces of practice of serfdom 
that is seen in cruelty to servants and in the maltreatment 
metted out to them. If the purpose of doing away with 
Slavery was to prevent a master from being cruel to his 
Slave and to release the slaves from a degraded condition 
and bring them to the same level as other people, then | 
can say with certainty that slavery is still practiced in 
Europe. They have not yet achieved what Islam achieved 


hundred years apo. ls it not true that of the Europeans do 
not consider native employees any better than brutes? 
What difference does it then make that instead of slaves 
they call them servants? Although, so many centuries have 
passed away. Europe is still far behind. Islam in 
appreciating the correct relationship between master and 
servant has removed traces of the insult suffered by 
ancient people in the name of slavery and what the poor 
and not so well-off suffer even today. Islam has done this 
not merely in words but in practice too: there are no traces 
left of it whatever. With the coming of [slam the 
relationship between master and slave and master and 
servant became fraternal, The master helped his slave in 
manual labour and the slave was a partner in the esteem 
and respect enjoyed by his master. This was true not only 
of the masters who were middle-class people or poor but 
also of the most respected and very rich masters. We must 
first pay attention to what the Qur’an tells us about the 
treatment to slaves. The following verse of the Qur’an 
refers to this subject. 
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And worship Allah, and associate not anything 
with Him, and be kind to parents, and the near 
kinsfolk, and to orphans, and to the needy, and to 
the neighbor who is a stranger, and to the 
Companion who is on your side, and to the 
wayfarer, and to those whom your right hands 


possess. Surely Allah loves not such as are 
arrogant (and) boastful.(An Nisa 4: 36) 
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The words ‘what your right hands possess” include 
the male and female slaves in ‘your’ possession. And the 
words ‘arrogant’ and ‘boastful’ respectively cover “those 
who do not care to give other people their rights’ and 
‘those who consider other people as /owly and 
downgraded.” Two commands are found in this verse. 
These are: Worship Allah alone and deal kindly with His 
slaves who are specified in the second portion of the 
verse. These people are specified so that they may be paid 
extra attention. The two commands are made together in 
one verse to emphasize that just as it 1s necessary to 
worship Allah and not associate anyone with Him so too it 
is necessary to treat His creatures kindly. Both of these are 
significant parts of Shari’ah to develop a true relationship 
with Allah and to be kind in the treatment of His 
crealures. 

While the J/njee/ does not say anything about 
treatment of slaves, the Qur’an tells us that to treat them 
kindly is important as being kind to parents and it uses 
similar words for both commands. The Command about 
being kind to the slaves is so clear that no antagonist of 
Islam does deny it. 

Thus Thomas Patrick Hughes in his Dictionary of 
Islam (P 599) writes “both according to the teaching of the 
Qur'an and also according to the injunctions of 


Muhammad! as given in the Traditions, kindness to slaves 


is strictly enjoined.” 


Besides the religious fraternity preached by Islam 
is by itself a motivating force to kind treatment. Marriage 
was allowed between free women and slaves and free men 
and female slaves. In choosing between a polytheist 


a 


| ge i May Allah bless him and give him peace. 
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woman and a Muslim female slave as a marriage partner 
preference should be given to the Jatter. Similarly’ a 
Muslim slave should be preferred as a life partner when 
the choice is between him and a polytheist male. We see 
the command to emancipate a slave male or female 
repeated many times. It is stressed as an exptation of 
certain sins. We are also urped to be kind to slaves and to 
set them free because Allah loves that very much. If a 
female slave is guilty of immodesty after marriage her 
punishment is half of the punishment given to a free 
woman for the same crime. We are asked particularly to 
get the slaves married. We are told 
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And wed the spouseless among you and the 
righteous ones among your male and female 
slaves. If they are poor, Allah will enrich them of 
His bounty. (An Nur 24:32). 


The Arabs carried on certain evil practices with the 
slaves in the pre —Islamic days. These were removed. 
Among the evil practices, the female slave was used as a 
prostitute and her owner lived on the income from 
prostitution. The Qur’an particularly disallowed this 
wicked practice. 

These are the commands found in the Qur’an. We 
must see how the Holy Prophet .L, a a1’ 1. explained 
them, and how his companions understood them, and how 
they acted on them. In this regard we must first look at the 
Ahadith and see what the Prophet .L, & i: 1. said and 
how he practiced them. A study of the Ahadith will tell us 
that no other teacher and guide has taught anything 
worthwhile if we see how much the Holy Prophet 3 
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treatment and how he himself behaved with them. His 
behavior was exemplary. I begin by narrating the Ahadith 
from Bukhari and then I will narrate other Ahadith. 


Se Sale Uipley ale BI Le yl Sus 

Ue aan oy CE pth OS cad Suugh LE al p glam 
be pepe Ope Ue alls Vy oh UB aLy St 
orl pele 


The Prophet -) & 3! said: “Your slaves are 
your brethren upon whom Allah has given you 
authority. So, if one has one’s brethren under one’s 
control, one should feed them with the like of what 
one eats and clothe him with the like of what one 
wears. You should not overburden them with what 
they cannot bear, and if you do so, help them (in 
their task).” (Bukhari Hadith no.2545). 


We cannot find another example of a 
compassionate teacher and guide who has taught his 
people to have perfect fraternal ties with their slaves and 
who put into practice what he taught. The master and the 
salve wear the same dress eat the same food not only that, 
the state of the slaves looked enviable especially when we 
hear the words of a Companion 
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“By Him who holds my life in His Hands, if there 

was not Jihad in the path of Allah, or Hajj or 


looking after my mother, | would prefer to die as a 
slave of someone. (Bukhari Hadith no.2548). 
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The Kind treatment of the slaves does not end at 
not overburdening them in work and being kind to them 
but. the Holy Prophet .-., 1 1. as emphasized that they 
Should be brought up in the best of ways. He has said 
about female slaves 
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“He who has a slave-girl and teaches her good 
manners and educates her and then manumits her and 
marries her, will get a double reward... 

(Bukhari Hadith no 2547) 


I call attention to this Hadith of those narrow- 
minded people, who say that Islam leaves women 
illiterate. Let alone the free women, Islam commands that 
even female slaves should be educated very well and they 
Should be trained and brought up in very correct and 
decent manner. This very Hadith also proves very strongly 
that Islam aims at a high level of advancement and 
progress for the slaves male and female. There are many 
Ahadith calling upon us to treat the slaves kindly. Let us 
see some of the Ahadith in the Mishkat. The white man 
has quoted them in his notes to the Translation of “Alif 
lailah” (A Thousand nights and one night) and Hughes 
has reproduced them in his dictionary of Islam. I give here 
the translation of some of them. 


“Feed your slaves from the food you eat and clothe 
them from the garments you wear. Do not impose on them 
work that is beyond them.” 

(Bukhari Muslin) 
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“If anyone beats a servant for an offence he did not 
commit, or slaps him, the atonement due from him 
is to set him free.” (Muslim) 

“He who is harsh on those under his authority will 
not enter paradise.” (Tirmizi Ibn Majyah) 


“If anyone separates a mother (a slave-girl) from 
her child Allah will separate him from his friends on the 
Day of Resurrection.” (Tirmizi Darimi). 


Al} these Ahadith make it clear that the religion of 
Islam does not treat a slave as a slave. Rather a part from 
the duty entrusted to him, he is regarded it be of the same 
rank as his Master. Centuries have passed since a truly 
compassionate Prophet -t-, + ii .- issued these guidelines. 
He not only taught them to his people but also practiced 
them himself. But, what is happening today? In spite of 
centuries having passed, and many claimants to sympathy 
for follow humans, no one has dared to preach in a similar 
way about kind treatment to servants let alone behaving in 
a kind way towards them. Now I will narrate a few more 
ahadith, so that my readers may. realize how much 
emphasis the Holy Prophet 2, 4 4+ 1+ put on kind 
treatment to slaves male and female. 


According to one version the Prophet - & 1 1 
had these words om his lips when he was dying 
pSilel SL Ley a gla 
That is, be mindful of two things —prayer and kind 
treatment of slaves, male and female. 


This Hadith speaks volumes of the tre 
compassion he had for fellow human beings particularly 
the slaves whom every people of the world had considered 
debased, and in fact, consider them so till today. How 
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much he wished for them to progress is apparent from his 
last words. 


It is related of man who came to the Prophet i. 
ri-» se and asked ‘Messenger of Allah how often shall | 
forgive my slave”? He gave no reply and turned his face 
the other way that man asked the same question a second 
time and he again looked the other way. The third time the 
man asked it and the Prophet ., w & 3. did the same 
thing. When this man repeated the question the fourth 
time the Prophet -..u a i. said. 


te DS Bop cree He oe Cac 
“Forgive him seventy times daily.” 


Can anyone of these people who call themselves 
civilized be expected to forgive his servant seventy times? 
But, this thing happened really in the history of Islam. The 
Prophet ,1-; «te ii 1. could not bear that a slave be called by 
‘slave’ because this word betrays a discrediting sense. The 
Prophet ,1-; a a1 1. never liked that any person should be 
rebuked or discredited. Imam Bukhari has narrated this 
Hadith: 


tHe y gly sld Jad culy sae Sut Ley 


Let not one of you say, “my slave” or “my slave- 
girl” but he should say, “My lad,” “my lass” or “my boy.” 
(Bukhari Hadith No:2552) 
The Arabic words that are disallowed are generally 
used also for slaves and those that are allowed are used for 
free men and free women. There could also be another 
reason for disallowing these words. 


After having narrated the Ahadith, I will say 
whether they were out into nracticre ar nat and if thev 


were acted upon, then to what extent. Before that 
however, I will present examples of the practical shape 
given to these ahadith. Also, a doubt on this must be 
answered. If the slaves were given concessions to a large 
extent and they enjoyed many rights then what really was 
the difference between master and slave? The answer is 
found in the hadith of the Holy Prophet .L, x 3: 4», which 


is narrated by Bukhari 
dt GA VE cry ot Sp NIT FY NS 
wy St Sal de hy edly pte di ty EL tl 
wee Spm ry ll yylgly car deat a1My ge Upw 


at J yin yy lee SL gle EL) tally 
Every one of you is a guardian and is responsible 
for his charges. The ruler who has authority over 
people is a guardian and is responsible for them; a 
man is a guardian of his family and 1s responsible 
for them; a woman is a guardian of her husband’s 
house and children and is responsible for them, a 
slave is guardian | of his master’s properly and ts 


responsible for tt.. 
(Bukhari Hadith no 2554) 


According to this Hadith everyone is entrusted 
with a different task. Some people are superior authority 
over others in a sense and in another sense a subordinate 
to someone else. Islam has not imparted a teaching of 
equality, which wipes out the distinction between young 
and old, and senior and junior in ranks. If followed would 
disrupt peaceful living. Rather, it has created such a 
fraternity that ensures that everyone does his own work 
distinct from another’s and the status of seniority and 
_ juniority is maintained, at the same time the equality of 
men and fraternity is preserved. However, by determining 
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tasks for different people, Islam does not imply that a 
master eye the task of a slave as very lowly and thus 
disallow him to touch him or the master’s work may be 
taken as for above in honor for a slave. Rather, {slam has 
called upon the master to share the slave’s work when 
there is such a need and the master should not deprive his 
Slave of the benefits he derives from the latter’s labour. 
The difference between them is that the master should be 
generous with his slave and treat him kindly; and the slave 
must be sincerely obedient to his master. They must both 
look after their individual responsibilities but they are 
equal in other affairs. 


Now, J will narrate some examples of behaviour 
according to the Ahadith. The Holy Prophet .-, wv 4 wu 


was not just a teacher but he presented a practical example 
of whatever he said. That is why he had such a great 
influence on his Companions and later Muslims. 


Sayyidina Anas « # ,», has enumerated examples 
of the Prophet .., uw 4: 1 kindness to his servants and 
those who served him. He recalls about himself that he 
served the Prophet -L; + 4 1» for ten years during which 
period the Prophet -L-) uw 4: 1. never knit his brows at him. 


He said that the Prophet .L, ue 4 4. never asked him why 


or why not he had done something he was most generous 
in his treatment of people. 


Sayyidah Ayshah ,) w 41 1. said that the Prophet 
pi-y oe at» never beat any servant or woman. 


His true and sincere lovers also followed in his 
footsteps. Once, when handing over the captives of war he 
handed over one of them to Abdul Havthm as a slave 
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advising him to treat him well. The companion Abdul 
Haytham took him home and told his wife that the Prophet 
vy we &1 4» had given him the slave. He also told her that 
he had instructed him to be kind to him. She said, “You 
cannot follow this advice faithfully except by setting him 
free.” So, Abdul Haytham set him free that very. moment. 


Zinba « 4 +, found one of his slaves with a maid- 
slave so he chopped his nose. The slave went to the 
Messenger of Allah L, a 3: 4. who asked him who had 
done that to him. The slave said, ““Zinba! o a ,.,” At that 
very moment Zinba was summoned and he related 
whatever he had seen. The Prophet ..,  i:,1- said to the 
Slave, “Go! You are free! “ The slave asked “Messenger 
of Allah who will be my Patron and helper? The Prophet 
pe; «+ it J. said, “Allah and his Messenger. You will be 
their ward.” Thus, he kept his promise and as long as he 
lived, he helped him. When the Prophet ,t-, i & died, 
he approached Sayyidina Abu Bakr 5 ., and reminded 
him of the incident, so he assumed responsibility over him 
and after his death he came to Sayyidina Umar o 3\.;, who 
asked him where he wished to go. He said, “Egypt” 
Sayyidina Umar « 5, gave an epistle on the name of the 
governor of Egypt asking him to give a piece of land 
enough to support him. How sincere the promise and how 
well was it fulfilled. praise be to Allah! 

Abu Mas'ud «11,5, tells about himself that he was 
beating a servant of his one day. Suddenly, he heard a 
voice behind him cal] out to him. “In relation to the 
authority and power that you O Abu Mas’ud have over 
him, the power and authority of Allah over you is 
greater.” When he turned round he saw that these words 
were spoken by the Messenger of Allah 1, ue 314. Ady 
Mas'ud « 31 ,+, satd, “Messenger of Allah, I have set him 


The wisdom behind the commands of islam 288 


free this very moment for the sake of Allah.” The Prophet 
rey ale Gt 4 said, “If you had not done it, the fire would 
have touched you. 

It is related of Abu Hurayrah = 3, that he once 
saw a man riding an animal and his slave running behind 
him trying to keep pace with him. He’said to the man, “Sit 
him behind you because he ts your brother he has a soul 
like you have.” 

Al-Ma’'rur bin Suwayd « s ,,, narrated that he 
saw Abu Zarr wearing a cloak, and his slave, too, was 
wearing one like it. He asked him about both of them 
wearing a similar cloak and Abu Zarr s #.,., replied. ~ 
Once | abused a man (that is a slave) and- he complained 
of me to the Prophet .L; a a i.". The Prophet -L, a a1 1. 
asked me if. I had abused the man slighting about his 
mother. He told me that a man’s slaves were his brothers 
upon whom Allah had given them authority. The Prophet 
p+) ue ot J added that if anyone has his brothers under his 
contro] he should feed them with the like of what he eats 
and clothe them with the like of what he wears. He should 
not overburden them with what they cannot bear else he 
should help them (in their difficutt task).” 


It is reported about Sayyidina Uthman « 5 ,., that 
one of his slaves was disobedient, he pulled his ears. But, 
then, waking up to his mistake he repented to Allah and 
asked his slave to pull his ears in the same manner.as he 
had done but the slave did not agree. Uthman = 5 ,», 
insisted and the slave reluctantly pulled his ears lightly 
and Uthman « & », said to him “Pull. them severely 
because I cannot endure the punishment on the Day of 
Resurrection. The slave replied, “Master, I also fear the 
day that you fear!” 
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It is said for Zian ul ‘Abideen that one of his slaves 
broke the leg of a sheep he tried to catch. He asked him 
why he had done so. The slave replied, “To provoke your 
anger.” He said, “He who has taught you this —I will make 
him angry. Go, I free you”. He referred to the devil. 


The slaves or the released slaves were given high 
offices. Usama « 4 _., who was the son of Zayd . 5 _., 
was made the chief officer of the army by the Prophet 
ely ss at himself. He was raised to that rank but before the 
army could move the Prophet .u, & 3: 1. died. Some 
people advised Abu Bakr u 3 .-, 10 appoint instead an 
elder man as the officer of the army but he was displeased 
at that suggestion. He asked how was he expected to 
revoke the decision of his beloved master, when the time 
of the departure of the army drew near, he walked some 
distance with Usamah wx is +, Who was riding a beast. 
Usamah requested him to mount the beast with him or 
allow him to get down and walk with him but the Khalifah 
of the Messenger of Allah chy ole it J» did not agree and 
walk along a short distance giving some advice, 


When ‘Amr decided to invade Egypt, he first tried 
to strike a compromise. For this Purpose, he sent the 
mission to the Egyptian ruler under Ubadah w 4s =, who 
was an Abyssinian. In those. days the Abyssinians were 
Sold as slaves: on seeing him the ruler of Egypt asked that 
he be sent out of his presence but was told by other 
members of the mission that he was their chief and they 
would obey him. 


The ruler Maququs, was surprised and enquired 
how they had made an abyssenian their chief They said, 
“We do not choose a chief because of his tribe or color but 
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the choice depends on the merit. And, he is the most 
excellent among us. 

The treatment that a ruler like Sayyadina ‘Umar 
~ 5 5+, meted out to his slaves shows what condition 
slaves enjoyed in the earlier period of Islam and how 
those people obeyed the sayings of their beloved Prophet . 
py ot ts When Abu Ubaidah = 4 |», wrote to him, he 
immediately set forth on the journey. He had his slaves 
with him but they had only one camel between them on 
which to ride. So, the Caliph and the slave took turns to 
ride it; while one mounted the camel, the other walked 
along keeping pace with the rider. As they neared the 
place of ‘Abu ‘Ubaidah = 4 |, it was the slave’s turn to 
ride. Umar-u 4 ,-, alighted from the beast and asked the 
Slave to. ride it. He strode along at the near-run pace. 
Everyone was looking at him. Abu Ubaidah 4 ,., feared 
that the people of Jerusalem who were witnessing that 
might get a wrong impression and the result of the battle 
might be reversed. So, he suggested to the Amir al- 
Mumineen (the Commander of the Faithful) that it was not 
proper that his slave rode the beast and he strode along 
like a servant. 


Sayyadina Umar « # ,., heard this and lost his 
temper saying, “No one before you has spoken to me like 
that. We were few and the most lowly and under-rated of 
all people but Allah gave us an honor and raised us in the 
rank above all people. If we follow those ways that are 
different from Islam and look for honor then Allah will 
debase us.” He meant to emphasize the teachings of Islam 
thatthe honour of Muslim lies in considering his slaves as 
his brothers and tf Muslims see in this equality their 
humbleness, then Allah will humble them because they 
give up His path. 
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I would like to know whether we may find today a 
victor who can behave as bravely as Sayyadina Umar 4, :, 
« behaved and show the kind treatment that he showed? 
Or, ts there a ruler of the smallest of states enjoying high 
rank or office who can claim to conduct himself in that 
manner? 


Was that Sayyadina Umar ~ 33, did not know 
that a victor must impress his greatness upon the 
vanquished? No He knew it very well and in fact more 
than anyone else but he had understood the greatness and 
the importance of the injunctions of Islam. He knew very 
well that the true honour lies in following the directives of 
Islam and in pursuing its teachings. If later days Mustims 
gave up fair treatment of slaves and servants, it was 
because of that very thing Sayyadina Umer | i 5, 
cautioned us about -looking for respect and honour in 
other paths, They gave up the Islamic way. The result is 
that they lost honour and respect. [t 1s time Muslims 
Stopped looking for honour and glory in non-Muslims 
ways and eyeing Islamic teaching with disdain. They must 
take a lesson from these words. 


However, in spite of the practical mistakes of the 
Muslims and their veering away irom the teachings of the 
Holy Prophet -,  & J with the vicissitudes of time, 
their treatment of their servants and subordinates is yet for 
better than that of other people. It is because the pious 
teachings of Holy Prophet 1, .t 4: 1. have become the 
part of their nature. And they make an indication of their 
intrinsic presence. We should be grateful that we need not 
to prove it. Non-Muslims, especially the Christians, have 
conceded it. Lanes has written it in his marginal notes to 
the translation of “Alf Laylah”. “the Muslims generally 
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treat their slaves kindly.” He is the man who lived in 
Egypt for a long time and watched the Muslims closely. 


He has also written. “the tourists who have visited 
other Muslim countries also confirms that Muslims accord 
very generous treatment to their servants.” He has added, 
* There are guidelines in the Qur’an and Ahadith about 
kind treatment to slaves. Generally, Muslims obey all or 
most of these directions.” It is very clear that the teachings 
of Islam about the treatment of salves is not like the 
Christians concept of ‘slap on the cheek’ on which pages 
upon pages have been written but when it comes to a 
practical shape the result is nil. 


This was the view of an impartial Christian. Even 
the priest Hughes had to concede the treatment of slaves is 
very good in Muslim countries when compared to the 
treatment given to them in America. He writes, “ It must 
be admitted that the treatment of slaves in Mohammedan 
countries contrasts favorably with that America when 
slavery exist as an institution under a Christian people. It 
is something similar that the Christian contributor to the 
Encyclopaedia Publica has written, “The slavery in the 
Eastern Islamic countries is not the slavery of farm 
laborers but it is working in home. The slave is treated 
like a family member and is dealt with lovingly and 
kindly. The Qur’an inspired them to be soft and kind to 
slaves and to liberate them.” 


I have presented the teachings of Islam and events 
concerning slavery. Can anyone agree that slavery in 
Islam is described in the same meaning as understood in 
the Christian world? In fact, those people who are known 
as servants truly envy the position of the Islamic slave. 
Thev consider the condition of the slave under Islam far 
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(hat Islam has tolerated slavery as understood in the 
Christian sense. Islam has cut the roots of all evils that 
was associated with it. How can one call him a slave who 
is equal to his master? It was not just theoretical that the 
Slave was regarded as equal to his master but It was put in. 
actual practice. It is obvious from two things the food that 
the master eats is what the slave cats and the dress that the 
former wears is worn by the latter too. Both stay at the 
same place. The slave is not asked to work beyond his 
limits. The master must not talk to him sternly or beat 
him. What more reformation could be expected? We are 
living times of ‘words’ and people are satisfied with the 
rind instead of the kernel. In theory, they wiped out the 
slavery but the reality of serfdom persists to this day in the 
non-Muslim countries called civilized, Unless servants are 
lreated today in the manner Islam has prescribed for the 
treatment of slaves centuries ago, the essence of slavery 
continue to haunt civilization and the eradication will be 
only in name. Moral progress can only be achieved after 
this is done. It is only through adherence to Islamic 
teachings that men can benefit fellow men and become a 
true servant of Allah. 
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(BAI’) BUYING AND SELLING 
THE REASON BA!’ AS-SALAM' IS PERMITTED: 


Question: Some people think the Bai’ Salam is 
against religious verdict because it involves a non-existing 
thing. Sale of anything that is not available at the moment 
is disallowed and against the common sense. The Prophet 


hy ae at de has said, Sur ,Jt asY* Do not buy or sell 
what you do not have with you.” 


Answer: It must be understood that Bai' as Salam is 
in conformity with judgment and intelligencé because it 
calls for a description and classification of the articles and 
the assurance of delivery from the seller. This sell is like 
the return or the profit on a lease. However, it is not 
Proper to contract a dai’ as Salam for an article’ whose 
availability is uncertain. On the face of it, the sale seems 
to be of an unavailable item but in reality it is like an item 
that is available. Allah has given the intelligent people a 
sense to distinguish between an article that man can never 
own and whose quantity cannot bé ascertained and an 
article whose delivery a seller takes responsibility to make 
and is normally capable of fulfilling his responsibility. 
This ts an overall difference but a detail of difference is 
not left to opinion but is dependant on wahy, (inspiration 
revelation). The commands applicable on different 
Situations must be looked up and seen when undertaking 
bai’ as salam is proper and when it is not proper. Example 
of the former is ‘condition al salam and of the latter is 

‘sale agreement before display of article’ 


' It is a contract whereby prompt payment is made for an article, 
which will be delivered at a later date. 
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WHY IS LEASING ALLOWED: 


Those who hold leasing or rental arrangement 
against judgment suppose that it involves buying on 
unavailable article because return is unknown at the time 
of agreement. However, the answer is that the Shari'ah 
has relied upon the possibility of profit instead of profi! 
itself in keeping with the needs of people though it seems 
unknown the yet available in reality as we have seen in 
discussing salam. 


WHY IS SELL & PURCAHSE OF WINE, DEAD BODY, PIG & 
IDOLS DISALLOWED AS ALSO WAGES AGAINST 
ADULTORY & SORCERY: 


Prohibition of anything depends on some factors. 
One of these is that something is by nature inductive to 
disobedience and sin. Or, people intend to use these things 
for sinful ends, like wine, idols. tambour etc. The sale of 
these things and their production is to publicize the sins 
associated with them and cause people to perpetrate them. 
People are brought near to these sins. This is why Allah 
has forbid buying and selling of these things and keeping 


them at house. In this way, a sin is avoided and people are 
made to realize the abhorrence associated with these 


ieee te os we a ee ee se ee ey rr 


things, They will, then abstain from them. The Holy 
Prophet ,L-, te a1'4- has said: 
CLeVy pi" ydad, glare > S33 iN oN 
“Allah and His Messenger have forbidden the 
buying and selling of wine, carrion, the pig and 
icons.” 
He has also said: af ¢ > es > 131 
“When Allah forbids anything He forbids 
its price (also).” 
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Allah has forbidden them whether one means to 
eam money from the produce or use the article itself. For 
instance, wine may be produced for sale or an idol be 
worshipped. This is the wisdom behind the prohibition. 


The*Prophet 1) a+ +1 A has also said: 2.» id a“Wapes 
against adultory are filthy (bad).” 


The Messenger of Allah .v, us 3: 1. forbade the 


carnings of a soothsayer and the wages of a singer. The 
reason for that is that the things are themselves forbidden 
and sinful and it unlawful to make a profit.from them. In 
this way people are kept away from sin. But, to let these 
things to be done to spread corruption and to encourage 
people to commit sins. The second thing is that the people 
generally understand and presuppose that the price is the 
outcome of a transaction. Thus, there is a tendency to link 
one with another so ihat the evil of the transaction and the 
deeds is seen in the price or the wages, and people know 
the abhorrence through it. That is why the Holy Prophet 

pl-y ale a! 1. has cursed the wine, the one who squeezes it, 
the one who carries it and the one to whom it is carried — 
all of them. The reason for that is that to aid, spread it and 
to invite people to it are all sinful and tantamount to 
spreading corruption in the land. 


Another reason is that in mixing with the impure 
there is much harm. For example, how repulsive is to 
associate with a dead body blood, dung faeces and the 
like! In this behaviour lies the displeasure of Allah and the 
resemblance to the devils. Allah loves the pure. However, 
it is not possible to completely dissociate with the impure 
articles and if a complete withdrawal is required jt would 
have caused much inconvenience to the people. So we are 
allowed buying and selling of those Impure things, like 
manure; which people need badly only to the extent 
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necessary. In this way the people will not be 
inconvenienced and the rest of the impurities will continue 
to be disallowed because no one is inconvenienced 
thereby. 


FOOD AND DRINK 
WHY IS SWINE DISALLOWED: 


(1) Who does not know that this animal is an eater of 
Impurities to the highest degree. He is shameless 
and indecent. It is clear now why it is forbidden. The 
flesh of such an impure animal will have a like 
impure influence on the body and soul of the eater. 
It is affirmed that the soul is affected by the type of 
food eaten and without doubt, the result of a bad 
thing like swine will be bad. The Greek scientists 
have shown even before Islam. that the flesh of this 
animal reduces modesty in one who eats and 
promote shameless behavior. Thus, when it is 
certain that the main cause of change in the body 
and the character is food one eats, so Islam has 
disallowed the eating of the flesh of this animal 
whose attributes resembles the devil. Eating its flesh 
causes distancing oneself from the angels and 
growing of character contrary to good manners, 


(2) The pig is much inclined to impurity especially 
human excretion, which it relishes. Its flesh, 
therefore, is developed froni faeces and eating is like 
eating one's own excretion. 


(3) The author of Makhzam al Adviyah points out 
reasons for the pork being forbidden and harmful. 
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He says that flesh of swine is contrary to human 
nature; and he writes as follows: 

Flesh of swine is impure. It causes great greed, 
Headache, Elephantiasis (a condition in which a 
part of the body is groosly enlarged), Stiffness in 
joints; and it lowers intelligence. 

Removes fellow feelings and sense of honour and 
brings about shamelessness and indecency 

Many non-Muslims eat it and, before the light of 
[slam dawned, it was openly sold and bought in 
the markets. Later, Islam forbade it and also the 
buying and selling of it. Jt held it as an abhorrent 
thing. 

Besides, pork brings about madness and lunacy. 


THE REASON BEASTS OF PREY & HUNTING BIRDS ARE 
DISALLOWED: 


All those animals are disallowed who instinctively 
scratch with their claws and injure their victim by 
assaulting it and who are merciless. This is why the Holy 
Prophet 1) ue ai J has said about the wolf 11 ist 4 
“Does anyone eat it?” implying that no one never eats it. 
The reason for the prohibition is obvious. The traits of this 
animal grow in those who eat it because they are not 
reasonable and their hearts are hard and cruel. It is for this 
reason too that the Holy Prophet .L, w i: .hosdisallowed 
eating birds of prey. In fact, he described some animals as 
wicked. Here are his Hadith: 


ply ade ait he dd Jey ree At oy bye alee 
8 ail gay gle ty ELAN ye WU 55 0S pet py ep 
pty ted atl pm play ale il de di Sey o> 

Be pe NE 63) PLM ye OU 5 IS y JUN 


“Abu Hurayrah «+ a 2, said that on the day of 
Khaybar Messenger of Allah ,-, w 4 1. forbade 


every beasts of prey with a fang. 
Jabir <: is 2; said that on the day of Khaybar the 


Messenger of Allah declared domestic asses, the flesh of 
mules, every beasts of prey with a fang and every bird 
with a talon to be unlawful.” 


All these animals are forbidden because they have 


fangs or are canine-toothed: lion, wolf bear, jackal, fox, 
mangoose, hawk, falcon, eagle and so on. They are all 
beasts or birds of prey. 


WHY IS CARRION AND BLOOD FORBIDDEN: 


] 


It is an absolute decision of Allah to forbid the eating 
a dead animal. The reason is that it is the soul that 
purifies the body of the animal. Once the soul parts 
from the body, there is nothing to clear away the 
impurity and offensive smell of the body. The results 
Is that the entire body stinks and becomes most 
distasteful, bad smelling and ilt in effect. A study of 
those used since childhood to eating carrion will show 
that they have ugly countenance and face and very 
repulsive manners as if they are bereft of human 
qualities. They have a mean nature and are hard- 
hearted with cruel disposition. 

The dead animal has a dangerous poison in it which-is 
very bad for man. All those people who given to 
eating carrion have a thick tongue and a feeble 
intelligence. 

Blood contains a kind of poison..It causes spasms and 
convulson, leading to paralysis. It is responsible for 
flabbiness. 
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4 Consumption of blood tends to grow beastly manners. 

It makes the person short-tempered and wild. This is 
evident to those who are accustomed to eat dead 
bodies and consume blood. Thus, it is the wish of 
Allah that these things are disallowed. 

5 Allah has said that the reason He has forbidden the 
consumption of pork and blood is that they are filthy 
things and the seen and the unseen of a man who eats 
them becomes also filthy. The same applies to the 
slaughtering and eating anything in the name of 
another besides Allah. It is a case of transgression. 
Allah has said: 


ge ss U5 We OS oY 
wat Sie ls yo 
except it be carrion, or blood poured forth, or 
the flesh of the swine —for that surly is foul. or the 
profaned (flesh of an animal) which has been 


immolated to the name of other then Allah. 
(Al-An’an, 6:145) 


A man who eats such things becomes an evil and of loose 
character, 

In short, Shari'ah has prohibited the eating of a 
dead animal or a bird because it gives its colour to the 
eater. Besides, it is bad for health. Those animals whose 
blood remains within them after death all classified as 
carrion, they may have been strangled to death or beaten 
to death. The blood within will rot the flesh through its 
bad smell and the germs in the blood (whose presence is 
confirmed by the research) will spread a poisonous odour 
all over the body. All the people are unanimously agreed 
that such animals as retain blood within their bodies on 
death are carrion. Those people who are believers of true 
religion agree to this because of their knowledge to the 
sacred teachings that these things are wicked and ugly. 
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The people who follow false religions agree on the same 
thing through their knowledge that most of the dead 
bodies are poisonous. When an animal dies poison spread 
in its body and that is harmful to man. Thus, it becomes 
necessary to differentiate between a dead animal and a 
living one, and it is decided on the basis of the commands 
of Shari'ah. This will be discussed later on under the 
heads DISALLOWED IF NOT PEOPLE OF THE BOOK, 
RECITING AT THE TIME OF SLAUGHTER.,... ... 
TAKING NAME OF ANY BESIDES Alfah... ... .... There 
Is a difference between a dead animal, blood, flesh of 
Swine and that on which name of other than Allah’s is 
taken. The dead effects the body in a bad manner. the 
blood releases a bad effect on the soul, the flesh of the 
pigs influences the character and the habits badly and that 
on which a name other than Allah’s is called leaves a bad 
influence on one’s belief. 


WHY ARE THESE DISALLOWED —-SOME KINDS OF CROW, 
THE EAGLE, THE SNAKE, SCORPION, RAT OR MOUSE: 


It is in the nature of these birds and animals that 
they trouble mankind. They snatch thing from man and 
are always on the lookout for an Opportunity to seize 
something from them. They are receptable of devilish 
promptings. Therefore, they are all forbidden. There is a 
detailed account of this in the Ahadith. Sayyidina Ayeshah 
ye é' .», narrates the following words from the Prophet 


ples ale ait 
CLAN chs eld pm pley ale il le dbl J) Jt 
Sie AM hy ypisll ISN ably Gilly Go dally 3 Lil 
“Five animals or birds are wicked and they may be 


killed even in the Haram. They are: 
the mouse, Scorpion, crow, eagle and a mad dog.” 
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There is a ban on killing the animals in the Haram. 
But the Prophet gave the command that these animals 
should be killed even in the Haram because of their severe 
wickedness and oppressive nature. A disobedient tyrant 
nature should be left in peace even in the Haram, the 
sacred area. The Holy Prophet ris) ale at . has thus 
described these creatures as fasiq (wicked, oppressive) 
and has forbidden to mankind, implying thereby that 
whoever eats them will find that they tend to become 
oppressive and wicked. He also implied that if anyone 
tries to domesticate these creatures they will ultimately 
show their nature and harm the owner dislodging the 
training given to them. The reason the Prophet .L, ot d+ 1. 
did not straight way say that these creatures are forbidden 
but used the word fasiq is that he would have had to 
explain the prohibition and repeat his words twice, first 
forbidding them and then describing them. He: thus 
asserted the prohibition and the reason for it in only one 
Statement. His attribute is ,iss ele <3) “T am given 
comprehensive speech.” 


Now, we know the reason these creatures are 
disallowed. Whoever eats them wil) develop their nature 
in himself. It is clear that the nature of these creatures is 
disliked and blameworthy but it does not include every 
crow. The books of jurispondence give the details. 


WHY ARE THE (CREEPING) INSECTS & ANIMALS ARE 
DISALLOWED, INCLUDING CENTEPEDES: 


These animals are disallowed that by nature 
inclined to lie in ditches and be base. These includes rats, 
mice and other creeping and crawling insects and animals. 
The reason that they are banned that those who eat them 
take after these creatures in the habits and the 
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characteristics. The other reason that all these creatures 
are poisonous and those who eat them die. 


WHY ARE THE DOGS AND CATS FORBIDDEN: 


Both the cats and the dogs are the beasts of prey 
and forbidden animals and are unlawful things. The dog 
because of its blameworthy qualities is devilish, 
Therefore, the Holy Prophet 2; w 4: 1. has called it a 
devil. Thus, he who eats it also becomes devilish and 
beastly. The blameworthy qualities are that the dog is 
among the most wicked. base, selfish. mean and greedy 
animals, Its efforts are limited to its stomach. Because of 
its excessive greed it walks greedily with its nose near the 
ground sniffing the earth. It ignores all its body but always 
sniffs at its posterior. When a stone is thrown at it, it bites 
at it because of greed and anger. So, this animal is very 
greedy, ignoble and base. It prefers dirty dead meat to 
fresh flesh and relishes impurity and excretion. It is a very 
strange habit with him that when it sees anyone in bad 
shape and dressed in rags then it barks at him and attacks 
him. That ts, it thinks of him as a lowly person and this is 
the characteristic of arrogance. When its sees anyone in 
decent clothes, well-dressed and impressive then it 
submits itself to him in obedience. In other’ words it 
displays flattery. 


When a dog has such blameworthy characteristics 
anyone who eats flesh will get those very traits. So, this 
animal was declared unlawful. As for keeping the dog asa 
pet, since it result in much contact with it, the keeping of 
the dog as a pet is disallowed except for very necessary 
reasons. | Its wicked habits will transfer into its owner and 
because the angels detest these characteristics, they will 


I The cerret why it is disallowed to keen the dno ac a net 
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keep.away from the person. They do not insit a house 
where a dog is kept but the angels responsible ta perform 
certain duties do insit these houses to carry on their tasks. 


THE SECRET IN CHAMELEON BEING DISALLOWED AND 
[N STRONG STRESS ON KILLING IT; 


The Holy Prophet .u, a 4 s+ has ordered that the 
chameleon (a kind of a lizard) should be killed. He has 
said that it blew on the fire which Sayyidina Ibrahim was 
hurled. The reason is that some animals are instinctively 
rebellious and generally bad-tempered and devilish. They 
are nearer to the devil and respond to his promptings. | 

The Messenger of Allah pry ue at a= had found it 
out that the chameleon is among those animals that are 
described in the last paragraph. He informed us that this 
was the animal that blew on the fire to stir and intensify it 
and made it difficult for Sayyidina Ibrahim. This was: its 
instinctive deed that it did on the prompting ofthe devil, 
but its efforts produced no results on the fire, 


the command to kill the chameleon. The first is to protect 
the mankind from its mischief and it outwits the devil’s 
group and his prompting. The second is that its flesh is 
harmful. Thus, it is stated about it in “Makhzan al 
Adwiya”. 


“Tt does not bite anyone but if it does then there js 
no cure for that. Its Aesh is poisonous and kills, or the 
eater suffers nausea and vomiting. It always looks at the 
sun and in summer its countenance becomes deep red. It 
always keeps its tail high and raised. It moves its eyes all 
around and is very vigi], looking for its hunt. On seeing its 
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hunt it keeps its tongue out and immediately swallows 
flies, insects and the like. If it finds them at a distance it 
races to them swiftly at lightening speed and it is very 
adept in changing its colour too, camouflaging itself. It 
eats poisonous creeping and crawling creatures like 
centipede, snakes etc. Therefore, it is also poisonous.” 

This also tells why this animal is disallowed and 
its flesh is harmful and killing. 


THE REASON OWL & BAT ARE FORBIDDEN: 


We have already pointed that the type of food 
eaten influences the body and also the soul. A man’s 
character and the manners are affected by that. The 
foolishness of the owl is well-known and is even used 
idiomatically in Urdu. 

It is stated in “Makhzan” “Eating its flesh grows 
foolishness and stupidity in the eater. It lower his 
intelligence.” 

The same applies to the bat. Its foolishness and 
blankness of its mind and its baseness are well-known. 
Thus, if anyone does not believe in a fact, there is a 
Persian saying for him which means “he is like a bat 
because he calls the bright clear day a night.” So anyone 
who eats it loses sight of reality, and thus for such reasons 
this animal is disallowed to be eaten. 


THE REASON THE DONKEY & THE MULE ARE 
FORBIDDEN: 


These are animals that live in impurity and are 
unclean. Not only that but also eats impurity and their 
bodies are covered with it. The donkey apart from this 
drawback, is also very foolish, stupid and contemptible. In 
fact, those who does something stupid are referred to as 
donkeys or asses. Thus if one eats its flesh, he will surely 
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get the traces of Stupidity, ignonuiny and lack of 
understanding. Besides, this animal does not confirm to 
the temperament of human kind. Therefore, it is 
inadvisable medically also to eat it. The Messenger of 
Allah uy & & 2. has prohibited eating the flesh or 
drinking the milk of every animal that eats Impurity. The 
reason 1S very obvious. Once, the organs of the animal 
absorb impurity and the impurity circulates in the limbs of 
its body then it also altracts the rulings applicable to 
impurity and the animal that lives in impurity. 


WHY ARE THE FORBIDDEN ANIMALS AND THINGS 
CREATED: 


Question: When man is not allowed to eat certain 
things and certain creatures, why has Allah created them? 
What is their utility? 
Answer: Allah the Exalted, has said 
Me AIS SS le ical 5h 
“He is the One Who has created for you all that is 
in the earth.” (Al-Bagarah, 2:29) 


It is clear from that if anything is disallowed for 
some reason, it is allowed in some other way. Look at the 
ass. It 1s unlawful to eats its flesh but ig lawful to ride it or 
use it as a beast of burden, Similarly, it is unlawful to eat 
the birds of prey but lawful to wear a Coat made out of its 
hide. It is the same with all animals and the things that are 
unlawful -from one point of view they are unlawful but 
from another they are lawful, And, if no lawful use could 
be found for an animal then jt could yet serve as a proof of 
the Creator and that in itself is a wisdom in creating it, 
Apart from the benefit derived from them is that they are 
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the postures of Allah. The Holy Prophet , ws 3. has 
said, 
wale Se bt a oly ae HL JOY 
“Everything has His pastures and the pastures of 


Allah are the forbidden things.” 
The slaves of Allah are also tried through them. 


SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR PROHIBITION OF CERTAIN 
ANIMALS & THINGS: 


The reason that certain animals and things is 
forbidden are: 
| Impurity and unclealinness. 
2 Beastly nature whereby the eater gets beastly 
qualities in himself. 
Resemblance to devilish traits. 


lo 


4 Poison: some animals and things are disallowed 
because they are poisonous. 

5 Wickedness. By eating the flesh of certain animals 
one becomes bad-mannered. 

6 Irreligiousness. Sometimes eating something or 


some animals causes the eater veer from religion, 
for instance on eating 4) , 4 jai {That on which a 
name other than Allah’s is called}. 


THE REASON LIZARD IS DISALLOWED: 


The “Makhzam al-Adwaiyah” says that on eating it 
a person gets tuberculosis and other diseases. The result is 
death. 


The Wisdom behind the Commands of {slam 409 


THE REASON THE SLAUGHTER OF NON AHLE-KITAB AND 
ONE MADE ON ANY BUT ALLAH'S NAME ARE TREATED 
EQUAL: 

On the subject of treating equally a slaughter made 
by anyone who is not an Ahle-khitab' and a slaughter 
made on any but Allah’s name, Ibn Qayyum answered 
certain questions. We write a brief translation over here. 


Question: Why is the slaughter of those who are not 
People of the book and the carrion at par? The questioner 
thinks that when an animal dies and the blood is absorbed 
within, it becomes unlawful but when an animal js 
slaughtered by anyone the blood is not absorbed in the- 
body. The person who Slaughter may be an Ahle-kitab or a 
name other then Allah’s may be called out on the animal 
the animal is slaughtered in any case and as we said, the 
blood is not absorbed within the body. Why then is the 
animal unlawful? 


Answer: It is wrong to say that the carrion is 
disallowed simply because of one reason, the retaining of 
blood within the carcass. Rather, there are many reasons 
why a dead animal is unlawful. If there was only that one 
reason for the prohibition which the questioner has 
mentioned, the absorption of blood, perhaps the question 
might have had the standing but there are Many reasons 
why a dead animal is unlawful. Thus, if any time one of 
these reasons is lacking then it does not mean that the 
animal is not unlawful. Any other reason Causes it to be 
unlawful. There can be many reasons one’s intelligence 
can think of but we cannot reject an injunction of Shari’ah 
merely because we cannot find a reason for it. The 
Shariah does not issue a command without wisdom 


’ Ahle-kitab: People of the book. 
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behind it (We will shortly discuss it on the next two 
heads). 

Question: Has not the Islamic Shari’ah put at par both 
types of dead animals, although the causes of their death 
are different? In other words Shari‘ah has bracketed two 
different and contrary things together, and on the other 
hand it has separated two similar and analogies things 
because slaughtering (an animal) is one thing but Islam 
has recognized one kind of slaughtering and rejected the 
other. In some cases of the slaughter, the Shariah has 
classified the animal as not dead, but in others as carrion 
or dead although in both cases the apparent process is the 
same as. is the feeling. There seems no physical reason to 
differentiate between the two. (This is the example of two 
similar things being seperated. The two dissimilar things 
are bracketed together are the slaughter on whom a name 
other than the Allah’s is called and a dead animal that was 
not slaughtered. 


Answer: The Shari’ah has not given the same 
dictionary meaning to both the dead animals, but it has 
given them the same Shari’ah definition. The Holy 
Prophet ,1-) 4 s- defines literal names in the narrative 
form or in a general manner or ih a specialized style. 
Linguists and scholars do the same thing. Thus, in 
common parlance this thing is not incorrect but they are 
applied the same prohibition because Allah has declared 
impurity as unlawful. Take the fly and the filth that calls 
upon us the prohibition which is sometimes expressed 
openly by the Prophet 2, w 5 1. and sometimes kept 
unexpressed and that which 1s not expressed is indicated 
by a generalization that manifests its impurity. Thus, the 
carrion is expressly unlawful because of retention of 
blood but the slaughters of a fire worshipper, an apostate 
and one who omits to call the name of Allah contain 
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hidden impurities and are, therefore, prohibited, Because, 
it iS unseen, its prohibition is recognized through the sign 
that the name of Allah is not called on it at the time of 
slaughter. Allah has also said about it that an animal on 
which His name is not called at the time of slaughter is 
fisq Fisq is filth and filth means that is disallowed. 
Gad) hy le Oh LS I sty, 
“And eat not that (flesh) over which Allah’s name 
has not been pronounced; for that surely is sinful.” 
(Al-An’am, 6:121). 


This will be clear to us if we realize that the pure 
name of Allah purifies the slaughtered animal and keeps 
the devil away from the person who sacrifices it and from 
the sacrificed animal. If. however, the name of Allah is 
not called at the time of sacifice the devil overcomes the 
sacrifice and the person who sacrifices it and the 
wickedness of the devil transfers to the animal. The devil 
takes over the blood of the animal, which carries him. The 
Holy Prophet 1, a1 .1. has said: 


cul A pal St 6% Ula ol 
“The devil circulated within the son of Aadam like 
the running of the blood.” 


This is more harmful than all filth and impurity. 
Thus, if one takes the name of Allah at the time of 
sacrifice the devil exits the body with the blood and the 
Slaughter is purified. If the name of Allah is not 
pronounced than the impurity remain in the body. Further, 
if the name of the devil the foe of Allah, or of the idol is 
called out then the impurity intensifies and increases. 

As for a fire-worshipper or anyone else like him 
sacrifices the animal though they may call. the name of 
Allah yet the flesh is not lawful because the act of 


He EAA LED I KUTA OST Siz 


slaughter is a kind of worship and Allah has grouped them 
together. He has said: 


SIE GSN (ile ev Tasty EY Sab 
in fo 2 KI this Sikh r sph Oy ages; 
YS GS CSG 16 eget 6 ,/ 55 GS ASS 
Ks Sal Si Lal al wis par estan pool ie 
Si sj de “3 seas ead Bi SUF Je 
. “So pray to your Lord and sacrifice.” 
(Ail-Kawthar, 108,2). 


— 


2. Say: My prayer and my rites of worship and my 
life and my death are all of Allah the Lord of all 
the worlds.(Al-Anam, 6:1 62). 


3. And the camels —-we have appointed them for you 
from the emblems of Allah —for you therein is 
much good. So mention Allah’s name over them. 

(Al-Hajj, 22:36). 

4. Then when they fall down on their sides eat of 
them , and feed the contended and the beggar. 

Thus have We subjected them to you that you may 
give thanks. 
(Al-Hajj, 22:36). 

5. Itis neither their flesh nor their blood that reaches 
Allah, but what reaches Him is the piety of you. 

(Al-Hajj, 22:37). 


Allah has made that He has subjected these 
animals to the people and made them lawful for them. Let 
these people proclaim the name of Allah over them. He 
demands of them piety and a God-fearing attitude which 
means that they be obedient and seek nearness to Him; 
and at the time of slaughter they must pronounce His 
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name. But, if His name is not called at the time of 
slaughter then the eating thereof js disapproved and 
disallowed because this detested behavior causes the 
slaughtered animals to become impure. Again, if a name 
other than Allah’s is pronounced over them, the slaughter 
becomes like a carrion as already discussed. Thus, if 
neglect of His name and calling other’s name renders the 
slaughter animal forbidden and unlawful then the animal 
that is slaughtered by an enemy of Allah is forbidden and 
unlawful to the greatest degree because the enemy is the 
worst of creation. The behaviour who slaughters and his 
wickedness definitely reflect in the animal. 


SINCE THE FLESH ABSORBS BLOOD WHY IS THE 
CARRION DISALLOWED: 


Whether blood absorbs in the flesh or turns into 
flesh after death, we know that fora change to take place, 
it has to pass through the digestive process or a changing 
process whereby one thing is changing to another. 
However, all bodily functions link to life and cease with 
death or end of life. The reason is that the organs of an 
animal like eyes, flesh ete are to life as a mirror is to 
light. The light is not found truly in the mirror but in the 
sun. So too, life is not found in these organs but in the 
Soul. So, just as a mirror is useless without the light of the 
sun so too there is no possibility of change in body after 
the death. It will not dissolve because blood does not ooze 
Out when the body cuts after death and if it does dissolve 
then it brings impurity, surely, 


THE WISDOM IN SLAUGHTERING THE ANIMAL AT THE 
THROAT: 


l. The collection point of blood is at the heart and at 
the liver and the animal js slaughtered by slitting it's 


throat because it is the nearest point. The doctors also get 
their patient to vomit through the throat any congestion at 
these points. 


2. If blood is extracted by slitting any other part of 
an animal’s body, the animal will take time to die 
and will feel much pain. By stitting the throat, the 
animal dies quickly. 

3. This is the passage of breathing and it is the soul’s 
auxiliary. So, the soul and its compound the blood 
should exit from this passage. 


4. The soul and blood are fed with nourishment from 
this passage. Therefore, they must be extracted 
from this passage. 


THE REASON FISH AND LOCUST ARE PERMITTED 
WITHOUT BEING SLAUGHTERED: 


l. 


The fish is not slaughtered because the essence of its 
body is water which is naturally pure. Besides, water 
also purifies other things. Just as impurity is 
ineffective in water so too when the soul leaves the 
body of an aquatic animal impurity will not set in and 
there is no need to slaughter it. As for locusts, it is not 
slaughtered because it does not have a circulating 
blood. Its soul has a direct relationship with the body 
without the intermediary blood. It is Just like a 
relationship of a mountain, a tree and other inorganic 
matter with their souls. There is no impurity when 
such a relationship snaps because blood is not there to 
be absorbed. Although all aquatic and creeping 
animals fall under this classification, yet they are 
forbidden either they are naturally impure or they eat 
Impurity and are, therefore, harmful. Fish and Locust 
are exceptions because they have no impurity. Both of 
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them are exempted and the Holy Prophet .t, ue ai 
has said : 
Jbovbal p50) OL) ot dty cot StI! QLaly Olah) Le 
“We are allowed two types of animal which have died a 
natural death and two types of blood. The two that die a 


natural death are the fish and the locust and the two types 
of blood are the liver and the spleen.” 


Liver and the spleen are the two organs that 
resemble blood. So, the Prophet -L., 1 4: 1. has discussed 


the doubt that arose on seeing them. Further, the fish, like 
the locust, does not have running blood and thus it is not 
necessary to slaughter any of them. 


WHY ARE THESE ANIMALS ALLOWED -THE CAMEL, 
COW, BUFFALO, SHEEP & GOAT: 


I. All these animals suit the temperament of ‘a man. 
They are neat and of moderate temperament. 
Therefore, they are Jawful. Allah has said about them 


that they are plu! 4.4 (baheemat-ul-an’am) ‘casttle 


like animal’. It is because of these qualities that it is 
their flesh that is generally eaten in the world. The 
food of human beings is made partly of vegetables 
and partly of meat. For the latter, it is some animal 
that are allowed to him and which are in keeping with 
his nature. 


2. Man is made of glory and beauty, so his food is 
reasonably made up in the same manner. The animals 
that are allowed to him have these qualities within 
them. 


THE REASON DEER, ZEBRA, RABBIT AND OSTRICH ARE 
ALLOWED: 


Animals that live in the jungle and resemble the 
cattle like animals are ail lawful because they possess the 
pure characteristics of the baheem-ul-an'am and are neat 
and pure. They are in keeping with the temperament of 
mankind. The deer, the Zebra and the ostrich are like that. 
Someone once presented the Messenger of Allah wt an 4. 


-L,with the flesh of zebra and he accepted it and ate it. 


THE REASON FOR ALLOWANCE OF HEN, WILD DUCK 
SPARROW PIGEON & THE LIKE: 


The flesh of these birds are suitable to the 
temperament of men and is beneficial to him. That is why 
it is lawful. 


WHY IS WINE LAWFUL IN-HEAVEN: 


Question: Why is wine prohibited and unlawful in 
this world allowed in Paradise? 


Answer: Allah has said that the heavenly wine has 
nothing in common with the harmful wine of this world. 
The Qur’an described the heavenly wine in these words: 
Ly tb Ut ahy pdlin y 
And their Lord shall give them a drink of pure 
beverage. 
(Al-Insan, 76:21) 
It will be pure itself and it will completely purify 
the heart. 
He has also said about it: 
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And a cup from a spring ~they will not suffer 
headiness, nor will they be inebriated, and such 
fruits as they will choose, and such flesh of fow! as 
they desire. And there will be wide-eyed Houris, 
like the hidden pearls, a recompence for what they 
used to do. Therein they shall hear no vain talk, 


nor of any sin but only the saying, “Peace! Peace!” 
(Al-Wagqi’ah, 56:18:26). 


It is explained that wine has two peculiarities. It 
intoxicates and makes happy but both are contradictory. 
Intoxication renders one unconciousness. 

There is no sorrow, comfort or happiness. when 
one is unconscious. There combination will be like heat. 
and cold in an element. But, this is not realistic and one 
cannot find the same thing that have contrary effects, 
Thus, we cannot except one and the same thing to 
intoxicate and make happy so we will have to concede 
that two different things give us the two results. If wine 


eee a TF 


happiness and it will be lawful. 

It is because wine intoxicates that is unlawful 
whether considered intelligently or through the various 
opinions. Islam also regards it unlawful as long as it 
intoxicates. If it is tumed into vinegar and loses its 
intoxicating power then there is no harm in drinking it. 
The Qur’an, the Hadith of figh gives the same reasons for 
its disallowance. If intoxication is removed and only the 
good taste that pleases remains in it and one who drinks it 
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craves that happiness not the unconsciousness then it is 
allowed. 

The Words of Allah assert that it has good taste 
which pleases and His Words reject ‘the presence of 
intoxication on which account it was disallowed. This is 
found in His Words ,tY, tg3 JY 

There is no vain talk in it nor sin. 

Besides, these things that intoxicate are disallowed 
in this world because the person who is intoxicated does 
not attend to the duties imposed on him by Islam. With 
death this possibility ceases and everyone will be absolved 
of all duties and obligations in Paradise, and if wine is 
lawful there, what harm is there in that. 


lt A FLY DROPS IN A VESSEL, WHY IS IT IMMERSED IN 
IT BEFORE BEING THROWN OUT: 


The Holy Prophet ..., as a1 1 has said 
a> bd ¢ aids eS tol ell 3 ull ad 131 
cls PY By clit aobe sof 9 ob 
“When a fly lands in the vessel of anyone of you let 


him plunge it into it fully and then throw it away, for there 
is a cure in one of its wings and disease in the other.” 


According to the other version, the fly puts forth 
the wing that carries disease first. Allah has created in 
animals a correcting ability for their weakness and it 
mostly cures harmful effects that are not worthy of their 
body by discharging them to the sides. Doctors discourage 
eating tails of antmals. The fly often eats bad food that is 
not suitable for its body and its system pushes the 
unworthy matter to its wing. It is the wisdom of the nature 
that with poisonous matter it has also created an antidote. 
Allah has left an antidote in every animal against its own 


The Wisdom behind the Commands of Isla 9 


poisonous substance. The antidote against the poison of 
snake is found in its very head, and it is the same with the 
other animals. If the animals had only poison and no 
antidote then no animal would survive. 


WHY IT IS IT DISALLOWED TO BREATHE AND BLOW 
INTO A DRINKING VESSEL: 


This is the hadith: 
ade Bt lio at Spo y JU ce dt oy dys aloe 
ayw Ob all BU EYE 3 ey Tut Sil Ley 
Jz UIT OI tad ¢ UY! pds 
“Abu Hurayrah «+ i: +, has quoted the Messenger 
of Allah .L; ue a L- as saying, “If one of you 
drinks watér he must not breathe in.the vesse] and 
if he wants to breathe then he must remove the 
vessel] from him and bring it again to his lips if he 


wishes to drink more.” 
. Ibn Abbas «« 41 ,+, reports another hadith: 


APS gb ghey Ole dil he Ine JIS | 


“The Messenger of Allah 1, a 4 2. has never 
blew into a drink.” 
He has also narrated another hadith: 

cbYl 3 gay of Ley ale OI lo di J 4 
“The Messenger of Allah 1, w 4 4. forbade 
blowing in a vessel.” 


It is forbidden to blow or breathe into a vessel 
because breathing brings out unhealthy and unhygenic air 
from the system and if one breathe or blows into water jt 
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contaminates the water which returns the contamination 
into the stomach. This might cause disease. 


The breathing in and out of the air by man is like a 
pumping machine. It throws out refuse and dirty particles 
and breathes in fresh, and pure air. This is how man keeps 
healthy, 


It is disallowed to retake the breathed out particles 
through food and drink that one consumes lest they may 
Cause disease in anyone. 


WEY IS IT PROPER FOR MEN TO EAT MEAT: 


Man is endowed with canine teeth in the same way 
the hon, leopard, wolf and the like are given. This 
indicates that his true food is meat. This is not rejected by 
those who have sense. Man is given certain things like 
eyes and the ears to see and hear and it is clear that he is 
permitted to see and hear. The same applies to his canine 
teeth. Of course, it is true that all animals are not alike and 
the flesh of each of them has a different effect on the 
eater. Only that animal is allowed whose meat is 
beneficial. The flesh that is harmful is disallowed to the 
extent it is harmful because the commands and 
prohibitions, the permission and the disallowance in Islam 
are in accordance with man’s good or bad, not with loss or 
profit to Allah. That is why the pig, the lion and other prey 
are forbidden because of their rude nature, and eating their 
flesh is unlawful for men lest it grow rude behavior in 
them. It is just like the cale-factory effect of eating 
invograting food and weakness by devialising food, the 
temparament of the beasts is reflected in the eater and his 
manners. 
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THE EFFECTS OF MEAT & VEGETABLES ON MAN: 


We stated before and we write again that the effect 
of food is seen on the body as well as temperament. A 
food that 1s instrinsically hot will produce heat in the body 
as well as temperament. Food that is instrinsically. cold 
will result in a mild condition. Meat also changes human 
characteristics and a constant vegetartan diet subsistence 
on grain produces mildness and softness in men and he 
tends to be clement. A meat diet makes one courageous 
and bold and hot-tempered. In view of man being a 
combination of glory and beauty both diets are allowed to 
him. If a man disposses the quality of anger then he will 
lose human traits and many of his aftairs will come to be 
neglected. One is required to deal with the situation 
angrily and with another situation mildiy. Sometimes a 
strong medicine is given and sometimes sweet doses have 
a curing effect. In the first case when the strong 
medication is necessary mild medication will be 
ineffective and harmful. Sometimes showing of anger 
controls a problem but sofiness spoils the situation, and at 
times mildness and softness corrects a tricky situation but 
angers spoils it. The same is with food. Different types of 
food have different effects. Man must not always use one 
food because that is harmful. He must vary his diet and his 
temperament eating hot and spicy food, sweet meat, meat 
and vegetables, combining softness and mildness with 
stern behavior but being discreet in maintaining moderate 


line. 
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THE WISDOM IN PLACING ANGER AND CLEMENCY IN 
NTAN: 


A glance at man’s nature will show us that he is 
given various characteristics that he may use them 
according to varying circumstances and opportunities, 
Besides other natures, he has a nature that resembles the 
goat and one that resembles the lion. Allah likes him to 
use each of these natures at the right time. He certainly 
does not like that man resembling the goat all the time or 
show his lion-like qualities all the time. Just that Allah 
does not wish that man keeps asleep all the time, or awake 
perpetually norgo on eating non-stop or abstain from 
eatung always, so also He does not wish that man ignores 
all his innate characteristics and pay attention to only one 
of them playing down all other characteristics bestowed 
on him by Allah as unnecessary. He is Allah who has 
bestowed man with the qualities of clemency, mildness, a 
forgiving nature and patience and, again He is the One 
‘who has bestowed him with the ability to show anger to 
the desire and to avenge himself. How is it over- 
reasonable to then use one of His blessings at the expense 
of others and neglect and throw them out? It is to say that 
some of His blessings are unworthy of use although it is 
not so because He is the One who has given all the 
qualities to man. 


It must be understood that none of the abilities of 
the man ts wrong but misuse of these abilities is wrong. 
Allah has said in the Qur’an 

ba fe ont ately Ue a itt A a ng 

And the recompense of evil is evil the like of it, 

but whoso forgives and amends, his reward is with 


Allah. 
(Al-Shura, 42:40). 
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Thus if anyone causes harm to man —say, breaks 
his tooth or gives him a black eye —then his punishment js 
the like of what he did but if the victim forgives him in the 
hope of arriving at a reasonable solution and striking out a 
compromise then it is better to forgive. Allah will reward 
him for his kind attitude in forgiving the other man. There 
is a possibility in the man’s action that the cruelty will not 
be repeated by the oppressor. 

This verse allows for either of two options 
available for the victim. He may forpive or seize revenge 
depending on the expediency of the moment. This is the 
wise approach on which the universe works. It is only the 
wise who considers the situation and opts for softness of 
altitude or sternness to deal with it. It is just like the food 
we eat. We never stick to one diet. But alter our intake 
according to the season and different times. And. we never 
wear one dress always. Our attire is different in ‘summer 
and winter 

Thus, our natural disposition also need to be varied 
according to different occasions. There are limes when 
One must show anger and at such times mildness and 
forgiving attitude will make matters worse. Similarly, at 
times when one should be accommodating and kind, anger 
and stern behavior will look foolish. 


deserves and what is better for the general people. 
Sometimes a criminal becomes more daring on being 
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forgiven. Allah has said that sins must not be forgiven 
blindly all the time but a proper action must be taken on 
reviewing the situation. It must be assessed where true 
piety lies in forgiving or in punishing-a correct decision 
must be taken. 


THE SECRET IN CALLING OUT THE TAKBIR AT THE 
TIME OF THE SLAUGHTER: 


There is an influencing factor for every influence. — 


The influence of the sun brightens the mirror and throws 
rays on the magnifying glass. Therefore, the sun is the 
‘influencing factor’ and the mirror and the fire-kindling 
glass are the ‘influenced’. Without the sun there would be 


no light that shines in the mirror and the heat in the fire- - 


kindling glass. Also, without the mirror and the glass there 
would not be a display of brightness and heat. 
In the same way, Takbir and mention of Allah’s 


name are the ‘influencing factor’ and the animals the : 


Influenced. If the influencing factor is removed or 
something else replaces mention of Allah, then the lawful 


is not attained and if the ‘influenced’ is missing or is | 


replaced by an animal other than permitted then too the 
lawful is not attained. Let us see why Takbir is an 


‘influencing factor’. Allah made lawful those animal for . 


man that resemble him in life and gave him power over 
them so it ts wajib (obligatory) that he- should not forget 


the blessing of Allah at the time of slaughtering these | 


animals. The only way not to forget is to call the name of 
Allah on them. Allah has said: 


PIM aig Ly pA de ait polly SIS 
That they may mention Allah’s name over such of 
the beast cattle as He has provided them. 
(Al-Hajj, 22:34). 


be 


ls 
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We may say in explanation that grain, fruits and 
vegetables are available to man. Without it would have 
been difficult for him to live. The availability of the 
animals to him was unrevealed because of the similarity of 
their hands and feet, eyes and hearing and other things all 
of which are beneficial to them. Just as grain, fruits and 
vegetables are useful to mankind so too the animals are 
seen with them. However. for these other things apart 
from growing them a permission is also necessary. 
Slaughter is, otherwise, a cause for harm, the worst form 
of it, without doubt it is to kil] somebody. It is the worst 
form of cruelty because the animal is not man’s own 
property. It is his property only in name. When use of his 

~ property without permission is cruel. then why it is not 
cruel to use the property and creation of Allah without his 
permission. Therefore, we need His permission. 

However, everyone knows that the permission of 
the Owner makes sense if we understand Him as the 
Owner. But, if we take anyone as the owner then instead 
of permission there is a disallowance because of the 
respect of Real Owner. On the basis of the same argument 
‘We may hope for a reward only if we give the right of 
ownership to Him. But, if the rights are given to someone 
else instead of the Owner, then instead of reward it will 
call for punishment. Therefore, in order to remove the 
doubt, it is necessary that at the time of Slaughter we must 
concede the ownership to Him and seek permission 
(through the takbir). It is the reason that the people of 
Islam and the people of the book recite Bismillah at the 
time of slaughter. It is intelligent to take the Name of 
Allah at the time of slaughter. 
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WHY IS THE ANIMAL SLAUGHTERED IN ANY BUT 
ALLAH'S NAME DISALLOWED: 


It is clear from the foregoing that the flesh of the 
slaughtered animal may be eaten with the permission of 
Allah. In that case the permission must be announced by 
Allah so that’no one may doubt the indispensibility of 
Allah. Or it may be supposed that he who eats does not 
have the permission of Allah and is cruel, thinking little of 
Allah. On hearing the announcement the animal will 
submit to Allah’s ownership ‘over them and give up their 
lives for his sake. Anyway Allah is the King of all kings 
and the Owner of all owners and the animals are His the 
provision {for men). So, it is correct if their lawfulness is 
conditional to the pronouncement of the name of Allah at 
the time of sacrifice. And if any other’s name is cailed 
they are correctly declared unlawful because the Owner 
and Master ‘does not object if His provision is used with 
His permission but He will not tolerate anyone. using it 
without permission. Further, if a person calls anyone’s 
else name and uses it on that name, then instead of hoping 
for Allah to tolerate it he must be prepared to receive His 
punishment for the mutinuous. That provision will be 
siezed from him. This seems to be the reason why the 
adherents of Islami rejects the sacrifice on which the name 
other than Allah’s is called or which regarded as someone 
else's and merely a formality the name of Allah is called 
on it. This is ‘definatly unlawful. This discussion make it 
clear that Allah’s name must be pronounce at the time of 
the slaughter and calling any other name is unlawful. 


WHY IS WINE & GAMBLING DISALLOWED: 


The livelihood of the people their private affairs 
and civil administration cannot be managed without 
intelligence and understanding. Alcoholism upsets all 
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human efforts and understanding. It might give rise to war 
and personal bickering. Senses are also dull by obscene 
desires so that minds are confused and.all schemes are 
thrown haywire. If such deeds are not checked then people 


will be destroyed. It is for this purpose that wine is 
forbidden. 


Alcoholism is disadvantageous in many ways and 
It displeases. Allah. The drinking of wine stops one. from 
being attentive to Allah. Every arrangement in: civic 
affairs and household management ts jeopardised. The 
Holy Prophet Ly. 31 1. therefore, called wine as Impure. 
Allah has said wine is impure and a devil’s act. 
an abomination of Satan’s handiwork. 
(Al-Ma’idah, 5:90), 


Therefore, Allah has emphatically. forbidden it. It 
is the will of Allah that He has placed it in the same 


created through them. Allah says: 
ph 3 clei otal Sey Sy Ot Ota ay 4 Ue 
Upgete pill Jab BgLall by ISS ye Suey, gay 


Satan only desire to precipitate enemily and hatred 
between you by means of wine and gambling, and 
would bar you from the remembrance of Allah, 


and from the Sa/ah. Will you then desist? | 
(Al.Ma’idah, 5 91). 


The Holy Prophet ov, ute i ue has said: 


Lue sisuaM pening the Commands of islam £3 


ple al aS SUL 
“That which intoxicates heavily even a little bit of 
it 1s forbidden.” 


Games of chance’ and gambling are forbidden 
because money and property is wasted through these 
things. There is quarreling on this account and bad blood. 
and all plans are upset. City life depends on mutual 
cooperation but gambling causes this cooperation to give 
away to dissent. This statement may be verified from 
studying the gamblers. It is the same with those who drink 
wine. They cause much mischief. 

If wine is consumed abundantly in any home or 
country. that home or country will face many problems 
and difficulties. This is why in Europe, where wine is 
drunk in large quantities, faces much crime and there ts a 
day by day increase in that. Belgium has a population of a 
littler over three million people, but there are one million 
nine thousand bars. It works out that a bar for every thirty- 
five persons which include woman and children. In the 
last fifty years the population of Belgium rose by fifty 
percent but the bars increased in number, two hundred and 
fifty eight per cent. Each of the Belgian drinks fifty-five 
gallons of wine per year. They spend twenty one million 
forty thousand pounds on wine. This means, they pay 
every day fifty seven thousand six hundred pounds for 
wine, £13.33 per person or £15 per family yearly. The 
result of the heavy consumption of wine and wasteful 
spending is a spate of crime. Eighty per cent of the 
criminals commit suicide, seventy four per cent find 
themselves in prison, seventy nine per cent spend their 
lives in poverty and seventy five per cent suffers from 
insanity and madness. The truth is that by banning wine 
Islam has done a great favor to mankind. 


The prohibition of wine amply proves that the pure 
religion of Islam abhors sensuality. This is not the place to 
ask why other religion does'not prohibit the wine although 
they do not look down upon sensuality. However, we 
knew that wine spurs sensuality and Islam prohibits wine, 
so does not it mean that Islam aims at getting people to 
vive up indecent and immoral behavior? Does it not show 
that Islam calls its adherents to be decent and pure in their 
behavior? If Islam advocated immorality or sexual 
indulgence than it should not have disallawed wine and 
should not have banished it. 

What surprise us is the attitudes of those who are 
Muslims in name only. They say that injunctions of Islam 
is applied to the earlier people implying thereby that those 
people were uncivilized and wild while today’s civilized 
society does not fall under the purview of those 
injunctions. However, compared to these civilized people | 
those so-called wild people were much better off. These 
people are running themselves by their indulgence in 
alcohol. It is said that the people do not look at the 
repercussions of events but stick to their personal whims. 
The purity taught by Islam is the supreme purity and it is 
utterly wrong to call the teachings of Islam as promoting 
sensuality. They call the immorality to which alcoholism 
leads by the term ‘purity’ although it is alcohol that 
promotes sensuality and indecency and it arouses 
promiscous sexual desires. Isiam has cut at the roots of 
this indulgence and released men from animal instincts. 
The world has not yet seen this light but the time will 
draws near when it opens its eyes to it and see the 
brightness. When the people wiil learn the principles of 
Islam they will realise that the purity taught by Islam js far 
better than what they could imagine. 


WHY IS INTEREST DISALLOWED: 


One of the common forms of the interest is the 
debtor repays more or better than what he has borrowed. 
This is unlawful and unjust. It is common for debtors to 
borrow for their needs and to face difficulties but if they 
are unable to repay on the promised date the debt goes on 
multiplying so it is impossible for them to gel out of it. 
There is a great risks of altercation and disputes. Further, 
if this method of increasing wealth is adopted then people 
will cease to work on the fields and in the factories. 
Therefore, this profession is declared unlawful. 


ce il gle Bt Sy) ah SU ue OI oe pee ot 
(Sey lly tale y AT yay oy JI ISI Ly 
“According to Ibn Mas’ud «« 4: +, the Messenger 


of Allah (1; & & 4. cursed the person who 


receives interest, who pays it, who witnesses the 
deal and who writes it down.” 
(Muslim, Trinaizi). 


And Allah has said in the Qur’an 
$e pF Ol She aly Gly ydy dl Las hal ool Gul 
Speyy dl op CAI yib les 2 ob 
“Q you who believe, fear Allah and give up 
remains from the usury, if you are (true) believers. 
And if you do it not, then be notified of war from 


Allah and His Messenger. 
(Al-Bagarah, 2:278-279). 


The paying of interest is prohibited because if no 
one is willing to pay interest then this trade will not florish 
and the rectevers of interest will vanish. Thus from this 
angle those who pay interest are the great sinner because 
they borrow on the promise of paying interest. 
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The professional interest recievers, as people, 
ultimately perished or were debased. One of them are 
Jews who lost their lands and had to seek shelter 
elsewhere. They are driven out of whichever country they 
go to take refuge. The reason is that they are accustomed 
to receive interest, and when people cannot repay their 
multiplying loan they seek the help of their governments 
to drive them out of the country. 

Further, those people who are used to receiving 
interest have very bad manners. Someone has related his 
experience with one of these interest receivers that was 
recommended to him a mendicant. He agreed to pay him a 
mere rupees five but lamented that if he had retained the 
amount with himself it would have fetched him twenty- 
five thousand rupees in a hundred years! 


There used te be a small kingdom in Lucknow. 
But it ended in destruction because of its dealing in 
terest. They began loosing their assets through over- 
issuing of promisory notes. Then they became cowardly 
and could not stand against their rivals. Finally, the mini 
kingdom became extinct. Some worthless people argues 
that it is not possible to work without interest transactions 
although the experience of twelve hundred years show 
that the Muslims did progress in business even without 
interest dealings. (I say twelve hundred years because with 
the thirteenth century they began receiving and giving 
interest). It shows that even today we can do without 
interest. There are other forms of interest too which are 
described in figh and it is somewhat difficult their 
workings and reasons of their ban. 


eee ee eee 22 


DISALLOWANCE OF INTEREST -THE RELATIVE VERSE 
OF QUR'AN: 


The other verse in which the unlawfulness of 
interest is emphasised more strongly is: 


Cee tS Ob Me dy Lely 8g ah Lyall Dyed oy id UL 
Up) pS ad dlp ale yy te Ut byl Iya 2 ob 
mot SG aS ae 9 IS Oy ULB U palsy SUI ya 


Bi) OD gab pa Ob SD pot Vtas ot 

“Q you believe! Fear Allah and give up what 
remains from the usury, if you are (true) beleivers. 
And if you do it not, then be notified of war from 
Allah and His Messenger, and if you repent, then 
you shall have your capital sums , not wronging 
(anyone), nor being wronged. But if the debtor is 
in difficulty, let their be respite till it easy (for 
him), And if you renuit it as a charity, that is better 
for you, if you but know.” 

(Al-Baqarah, 2:278-280). 


THE REASON FOR WASHING HANDS BEFORE EATING 
FOOD: 


It is a practice to wash hands before eating because 
there are many diseases that man may get through his 
hands if he does not wash them and remove any impurity 
over them. 
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lawfully, he is capable of copulating with his wife. Then 
copulation gives him satisfaction, and a satiation in a 
lawful way is itself a hindrance to an unlawful desired 
intercourse. These attributes encompasses a desire (for 
sex), because sex with an insane is detested and a minor ts 
herself less excited so a man is less inclined to her and a 
sex with a slave is not desired lest the children are taken 
slave and there is less inclination towards an unbelieving 
woman for difference in religion. If both of the parties 
possess these attributes not only the blessing perfected but 
there is also an ideal disposition in the married partners. 
Both the partners being adult and being capable 
perpetration of a crime by them will make them liable of 
severe punishment, which is Rajam. Absence of these 
attributes means that the hindrances are not as severe or 
strong but there are hindrances nevertheless because 
profession of Islam, sanity and adulthood are strong bars 
to crime. Punishment is prescribed and awarded because 
of the bars or the hindrances to the crime. It is because 
they are not as severe or strong that the punishment is 
light and it is in the form of lashes.-(extract from Hadaya). 


A THEIF HANDS ARE AMPUTATED BUT THE 
ADULTERER’S PRIVATE ORGANS ARE NOT CUT, WHY: 


There is a great wisdom in not subjecting an 
adulterer or fornicator to similar punishment as a thief 
whose hands are severved but the former’s genitals are not 
severved. It is not proper according to the wisdom of 
Allah and His Mercy and it is not good for the creatures of 
Allah to sever that very organ which they have use to 
commit the sin. If that punishment was prescribed then it 
would involve removing the eye, the ears, the tongue and 
the hands of every wicked grazer, evil hearer, 
blasphemeous speaker and unjust slapper. This type of 
punishmenet risks commission of excess as is obvious 
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because there is a lack of consideration for ranks. This 
excessive punishment is not approved by the Asma al 
husna (the beautiful name’ of Allah), the elevated 
attributes of Allah and His Praiseworthy acts because the 
limit of punishment is not determined merely to achieve 
peace. If that were the only objective, then it could have 
been realized by putting the criminal to death. The aim of 
the punishment is to make perpetrator see the intensity of 
the sin, repent the behavior and receive the punishment 
and lear for the future. Other people may also take a 
lesson from his fate. It is also the aim that the criminal 
receives the punishment and repents sincerely. Yet 
another aim of the punishment is a reminder of the 
torment Hereafter. The good of fellow human beings may 
be noticed and wicked deeds be avoided thenceforth. The 
good of mankind is not dependent on severing the organs 
but on the punishment itself The question then arises: 
why amputate the hands of the thief? There is another 
explanation for it. The thief commits the theft secretly as 
is evident from the Arabic word of it Saragah. Thus, it is 
said that someone eyed someone else covertly. This 
implies that he spied him secretly not wishing to be caught 
in the act. Thus the thief commits his act on the sly and is 
always scared lest someone might recognized him and 
question him. When he left something quietly, he runs 
away to get himself released. Running calls upon him to 
use his hands and feet because his two hands are for him 
like wings are for birds. The use of feet is for running is 
obvious but his hand is cut off to reduce his manual force 
and to identify him if he commits theft again. When he 
commits his first theft then one arm is amputated so that 
his running and moving about is checked. The second 
time, his one foot is cut off so that his moving about is 
further restricted. When he commits his third and the forth 
theft then that is his rarity and no further amputation is 
prescribed but if he happens to do it then he must be put 
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behind the bars. This will let other people to observe him 
and find comfort. 

The genitals of the adulterer are not cut off 
because he commits adultery with all his body. He enjoys 
himself with the hole of his body and satisfies his sexual 
urge. Besides, often the sin is cohmitted with the consent 
of adulteress. The adulterer does not have fear of being 
caught or traced while the thief fears. That is why the gayr 
mohsan is lashed all over the body while the mohsar is 
consigned to death by stoning on his entire body. The 
stoning to death would not have been prescribed as 
punishment and only lashes would have sufficed. But 
adultery adulterates the genealogy and when that happens 
it is not possibie to identify, recognize and pinpoint 
religion too. It destroy the line of progeny. Thus, adultery 
often resembles murder and in some condition retaliation 
is called for so that people may refrain and there may be 
peace and reform everywhere. In this way people are 
inclined to the worship Allah whick ts a means to obtain 
rewards in the Hereafter. 

Besides, if a man’s sexual organs are cut then it 
means he is precluded from having decendants any more. 
This contradicts the will of Allah because He has 
proclaimed that man have many children from their wives. 
If the genitals are severed it implies a severance of ability 
to procreate. 

It also uncovers his safr (the portion of the body 
that needs to be covered). We have already stated that the 
crime he commits involves the whole body and it is unjust 
to leave alone the entire body and punish him only at one 
point. Thus justice demands that his whole body must be 
punished. 
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THE REASON ATONEMENT IS NOT DEMANDED AGAINST 
ADULTERY, HOMOSEXUALITY AND THEFT: 


Ibn Qayyum ww su-, has written 

bE gE OW totaly LEMS tl et oll os OSL 
ME RTY plo py LA | 6 uSY id 6 LS as bre 
EMS OY fe US y op te WS ly BSNy lad 
3 els OILS Yaelily nolall ga otitis G faa Y 
Cle Wy cloall 3 bl Ue bd pay Jel 
“As for the sin that is one of unlawful acts, like 
cruelty and indecency the Holy Prophet we 4: 1. 
r-, has not prescribed an atonement for that. 
Therefore no atonement or expiation is liable on 
crimes like adultery, fomication, drinking 
alcohol, slandering mamed woman and theft. 
Absence of need to atone is not a sign of 
mitigating the nature of these crimes, or 
considering them minor, but an atonement is not 
prescribed because it will not produce correct 
results. Atonement is effective in cases where the 
act is usually lawful or approved but made 
unlawful for some particular reason, like having 
sexual intercourse while one observes the 

Ramadan fasts or in a state of Ihram.” 


Other sins are major sins and they call for 
unishment not for atonement. 


The Wisdom bchind the Commands of Islam _ SB 


WHY IS IT NECESSARY TO ATONE ON HAVING SEX 
WITH MENSTRUATING WOMAN AND-NOT NECESSARY 
TO ATONE ON HAVING SEX THROUGH THE ANUS: 


Bley ade Bt dhe NS py ope ce at gay 2pm ol UF 
shad Caai gh glady Ganey JB Gail ty al pal SL ol 
“According to Ibn Mas’ud «+ % +, the Messenger 
of Allah i, a i »» said about him who has 
intercourse with his wife while she is menstruating 


that he must give in sadagah a dinar or half a 
dinar.” 


(Ibn Majah). 


We have stated above that those things which are 
normally approved or lawful are sometimes disallowed for 
particular reasons. If they are done at such times then they 
call for an atonement, and sexual intercourse when the 
women menstruates is disallowed because of the 
menstruation so an atonement is to be made. This decision 
is according to sound reasoning. However, no atonement 
need be made on having sex through the anus because this 
behavior never allowed or approved. 

Thus, the procedure in determining liability to 
atone is that if something lawful is done while is 
temporarily disallowed for some reason then it is 
obligatory to make an atonement. Those things that are 
always disallowed call for Hudood (punishment). This 
procedure is in keeping with wisdom and exigencies of the 


situation. 


THE REASON FOR REQUIRING TWO WITNESSES IN CASE 
OF MURDER BUT FOUR TO PROVE ADULTERY: 


There is a great wisdom in sufficing with two 
witnesses in a case of murder and four in case of adultery. 
The Halv Pronhet Lue st a. wished to exercise care in 
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calling for retribution and awarding punishment. In case 
of murder, if four witnesses were required there would be 
a spate of murders and people would be encouraged to 
fight with each other and kill at will, Many murderers 
would escape punishment and retribution. The need to 
have four witnesses in case of adultery is helpful in 
keeping it secret. Four witnesses are requires to prove to 
the act of adultery in such a way that there is no doubt 
about it. In the same way, confession of the act is not 
proper unless made four times because that also helps in 
keeping the affair a secret and Allah does not like that it 
should be publicated. He has stated in the Qur’an that the 
punishment awaits those who publicize this act among the 
believers. The punishment will be awarded in this world 
and the next. 


WHY DOES PUNISHMNET BECOME NECESSARY ON 
DRINKING EVEN A DROP OF WINE BUT NOT ON EATING, 
ON DRINKING EVEN PLENTY OF URINE AND FILTH: 


1. This rule reflects the beauties of Islam and is an 
intelligent rule that respect common interests. Human 
beings instinctively abhor and repulse from drinking 
urine and eating filth, This natural abhorence is 
enough to prevent them from drinking urine or eating 
these repulsive things. Therefore, there is no point in 
prescribing punishment for such behaviour. As for 
alcohol, there is a great inclination towards drinking 
it. Therefore, a stern punishment ts prescribed so that 
people refrain from drinking it in little or large 
quantities, and this is why punishment is attracted on 
oneself even on drinking alcohol or wine that does not 
intoxicate. The little amount of it is inducive to large 
drinking bouts. 
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2. The mischief created on drinking wine 1s manifold 
compared to that on drinking unne or eating filth. 
Besides, the latter two indulgences are restricted to 
the person of the drinker or eater and their reaction is 
not as severe as on drinking wine which, stuns 
intelligence. 


WISDOM IN PRESCRIBING HUDOOD (PUNISHMENT) AND 
ATONEMENT: 


The Hudood and atonement are prescribed that 
people may refrain from sin and fear the consequences. 
Allah has said: 

opt SU GSS 
that he may taste the evi! consequence of his deed. 
(Al-Ma’idah, 5:95). 


If punishment was not prescribed, the disobedient 
people would not’stop from mischief but would become 
more unruly and mischievous. The same wisdom lies 
behind the prescription of atonement. Besides, some of the 
reasons for awarding punishment have been described 


above. 


WHY IS RETRIBUTION ALLOWED: 


Retribution is allowed that murder, war and 
mischief may be checked. Allah has said: 
UN Pranic pail 3 ~SS5 
And in (the law of) equitable retribution there 1S 


life for you, O man of understanding. 
(Al-Baqarah, 2:179). 


Wi t a ‘Isla 4 


WRY IS IT DISALLOWED TO KILL ANYONE: 


If people fight each other habitations and cities 
will be raved and destroyed. They will become desolate 
and all affairs of the economy and society will be 
disrupted. Civic life will be ruined and disintegrated, That 
is why murder and killing are unlawful. If anyone is 
sentenced to be killed, it will be a serious retribution. 
Sometimes other modes are adopted to kill but they are 
also unlawful like killing itself. For instance, sometimes 
people are malicious but they fear retribution so they 
poison their victim or kill them through magic and this is 
the same.as killing; rather’ it is worse than that. Murder is 
committed openly and may even be avoided but those 
other forms cannot be avoided and are, therefore, 
unlawful. They disturb civic life and disrupt the affairs of 
the people. 


THE REASON THEFT IS UNLAWFUL: 


Allah has allowed His slaves certain forms of 
earning livelihood. They include: cultivation of land, 
gracing sheep, business etc. On being satisfied on this 
count, they may propagate religion in cities and villages. 
Thus, they will have to keep themselves away from theft 
and robbery because they disrupt civil life and disturb 
peace and harmony. Allah does not approve of these 
things. 


WHY IS ADULTERY. DISALLOWED: 


|. fa sinful person ts examined, it will be confirmed 
that he craves for beneficial resources but he is easily 
subdued by base desires and thus he disobeys. Such 
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people will know well that they are sinners who 
commit the rape with daughters and sisters of other 
people. If anyone does the same thing with their 
wives or daughters, they become angry and reveal a 
terrible temper. They know very well that these sinful 
deeds have a similar bad effect on other people but 
they are blinded by their base desires. They do not 
consider the wife of others as worthy of respect and 
do not tolerate interference. This is why adultery is 
not tolerated, and this is one reason for disallowing 
adultery and it is a natural factor. The second factor is 
to do with intelligence. It is that adultery mixes up fhe 
line of descent. It prompts murder and mischief and 
is, therefore, very intolerable. Allah has said while 
prohibiting, 
Sane eley Rial OW al GN ly ay 
And approach not adultery; surely it is an 
indecency, and an evil way 
(Ablsra, 17:32). 


This path leads to great corruption and mischief. 
To not approach, one must look at a strange woman or 
listen to the description of her beauty lest one is excited 
and think of committing adultery. 


WHY IS HOMOSEXUALITY DISALLOWED: 


The habit throttles the procreation of human 
beings. Man spoils the natural administration in this way. 
He obtains satisfication from the means that ts contrary to 
the nature and that is why people have understood this as a 
bad habit and a blameworthy deed. The sinners commit 
such deeds but cannot produce sanctions for their action. 
If they are introduces as those who perpetrate them then 
they feel much ashamed and prefer to die; except these 


The Wisdom behind the Commands of Istam 443 


people have forgotten the natural habits for they do not 
shy from anyone and never feel ashamed. They do not 
hesitate to do such filthy deeds, 


HOW ARE HADD, TA’ZEER AND KAFARAH DIFFERENT: 


Hadd is a singular of Hudood. It is an Arabic 
word, It means to ‘prevent’ or ‘dissuade’, and ‘to 
measure’. In the terminology of Shari'ah it is to punish 
against sin or crime, according to the measure determined 
by Allah. The punishment is awarded accordingly and ts 
not subject to anyone opinion on reducing or increasing tt. 
For example, a married adulterer is stoned to death and an 
unmarried one is lashed and a thief’s hands are amputated. 
Thus, hadd is a ‘prescribed punishment’. It’s limits are 
defined by Allah in the Qur’an, and the Holy Prophet 
sae 5 in the hadith. 

Ta‘azeer is the punishment of a crime that, Allah 
has not determined but left at the decision of the ruler or 
those in authority according to the state of time and place. 
However, some general procedure is determined which 
should not be opposed. The dictionary meaning of 
‘Tazeer’ is to show respect and ‘give honour.’ Thus, it is 
to respect and show honour the commands and injuctions 
of Allah and people must behave in this mariner and not 
disgrace them. We may defined it as a discretionary 
punishment. It is a discretionary correction that is 
administered for offences for which Hadd is not 
appointed. 

Both these forms of punishments are administered 
for unlawful deeds. 

Kaffarah is a atonement for an niece against a 
temporarily disallowance of something that is originally 
lawful. It is a recompence or a ransom for that offence. 
Example: On cohibiting in the month of Ramadan or in 
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the state of ihram, the expiation against the former offence 
is to fast continuously for two months or feed sixty needy 
people twice against every fast that is defected and the 
expiation against the second offence is to offer a sacrifice. 
[t is stated in the “A ‘laamal mugi'een”: 


_palall UG BUS Vy dtr Y daa JO ft ppl Ly 

aed JoY y 5 USI AS & gy 43 EUTY JH 43 & gl lis 

Wy Gia, UDly HSI JyYG 2 USV) > & 9 

RaW ald LSU pL WS by olan KS bse 

phy pally Ll Sty ree aie platt yay Ue oth 

apd oe ope ad aL Sy g gl LG US fy ppl 

Lily cold le Vopl pat 3 FUSS & C4 Je GLY 
| Lot) V8 gpl od Cu 
“As for fazeer, it is applied on those offences 
which do not attract Hadd, or Kaffarah. Offences 
are of three types, one on-which Hadd is applied 
but not Kaffarah another? which attracts Kaffarah 
but not Hadd, and the third on which neither 
Kaffarah nor Hadd administered. The first type 
covers the offences like theft, adultery, slander on 
which Hadd is applied. The second type includes 
such offences as having sex in the days of 
Ramadan or while the ihram is assumed and it 
calls for Kaffarah not Hadd. The third type is one 
on which neither Hada is applied nor kaffarah but 
only Ta‘zeer and in such cases as Kissing a 
stranger woman, sitting with her in a secluded 
place, entering the bath without trousers (lower 
garment), eating carrion, blood and flesh of swine, 
and so on. So in the first kind Hadd is sufficient 


instead of ftazeer and there is a difference of 
aninion on whether apart from Kaffarah, tazeer 1s 
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also applied obligatory (wajib) on the second type. 
As far on the third type, only fazeer is applied and 
there is a unanimous opinion on that”. 


WHY IS IT UNLAWFUL TO RETRACT ON A PROMISE: 


It is unlawful to break a promise because the one 
to whom it ts made will be much inconvenienced if the 
promise is broken. He has the faith in the person who 
makes the promise and he waits for it to be fulfilled. If the 
person willfully breaks it to cause hardship to someone 
then the curse of Allah descends on him and the angels of 
mercy turns away their attention from him. He is faced 
with tension and depression. This is why Allah has 
commanded ids {And fulfill your covenant.} 

(Al-Isra, 17:34). 


So that man may not be entitled to curse because 
of breaking a promise. 


WHY IS IT THAT MEN MAY GROW BEARD BUT SHAVE 
MOUSTACHES: 


The beard is something that helps to distinguish 
between the young and old. It is an adornment for men 
and it perfects their countenance. Therefore, it must be 
grown. To shave the beards is the fashion of the Magians 
(non-Muslims), and it implies a manipulation of Allah’s 
creation. When the chiefs and the important personalities 
shave their beards they look mean and lowly. All the 
Prophets and righteous people grew beards. If there js any 
good in shaving beard, they would have been the first to 
shave their beards because these people presents 
themselves as an example for other people and guide to 
what is best and ideal. 


As for the moustaches, it is necessary to shave 
them because those who keep big moustaches find 
remnants of what they eat and drink lodged in them. 
Moustaches are usually dirty and untidy. This is also the 
Style of non-Muslims. The Holy Prophet 4, uw 31 1. has 
Said: 

el yeh) SNM pa aS yl 
“Go against the polytheists, clip the moustaches 
and grow beards.” 


WHY IS IT UNLAWFUL TO DISOBEY PARENTS: 


In rearing the children, parents undergo much 
hardship. They take great pains to upbring them and the 
travails they go through need not to be described because 
they are very well known. Therefore, it is obligatory for 
children to obey them. 


THE REASON FOR UNLAWFULNESS OF CHESS, PIGEON- 
FLYING, QUAIL-FLYING, KITE-FLYING, CARD GAMES 
AND THE LIKE: 


Some people indulge in idle pursuits whereby they 
become unmindful of the duties of this world and the 
hereafter. They waste their time in these things. Some of 
these pursuits are like chess, pigeon-flying and quail- 
flying, breeding and animai fights. When one occupies 
oneself in these things, he does not remember to eat and 
drink and unmindful of his duties. Sometimes, he is so 
engrossed in these things that he even suppresses the 
nature’s call and does not budge from his place even for a 
moment. If these things become a common habit then 
these people become a burden on the economy and the 
rest of the population and they are unaware of even their 
personal affairs. Therefore, these occupations are 
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disallowed. Once the Holy Prophet 41... saw a man 
running after a pigeon and said, “There’s a devil following 
the other devil”. The Holy Prophet -, 1 41. has also 
disallowed the animal fights. They are ahadith concerning 
chess. All those pursuits which have these peculiarities 
fall under the purview of this command. 


WHY ARE MEN NOT ALLOWED TO WEAR GOLD AND 
SILK: 


I. 


The gold is something on which the (ajam) non-Arabs 
take pride. If this aim prompts men and women to 
wear jwellery as a custom then there would be a 
marked worldly attitude and a spate of demand for 
these things. As for silver, men are allowed only to 
use rings of silver and that does not risk a rise of such 
a demand. The question remains, why women are 
allowed to wear gold. The answer is that they are 
more in need of adomment and beautification to 
attract their husbands to them. This is why everyone 
amiong Arabs and ajams, it ts women who pay more 
attention to their make-up. Therefore, they are given 
greater liberty then men to adorn themselves and the 
Holy Prophet ,L; a 41 4 has said in the light of this 
difference. 
1a 53 de ey el GUY dy al ot 

“Gold and silk are made lawful for the women of 

my ummah but forbidden to its men.” 

There is another hadith of the Holy Prophet 4: 


wy se seeing a golden ring on a man on which he 


commented, 


“Whoever desire the ember of fire should take it in 


his hands.” 
And he said about silk, 


Aula py don dL Sg Al Ged op 
“He who dons silk.in this world, will not wear it 
on the Day of Resurrection.” 


This is as far the discussion on the ban applied to the 
wearing of gold and silver. As far as other methods of 
use are concerned whether it is gold or silver, men 
and women are treated at par. Thus, the Prophet 3 .. 


+, Said about drinking in silver and gold vessel 
glo BIATEY y Madly Cod asl Oly SY 
BAW GS pSy Wall 9 pA Ub 
“Do not drink in vessels of gold and silver or eat in 


dishes of gold and silver because these are for 
them in the world but for you in the Hereafter.” 


It is necessary to distinguish men and women in their 
dresses and upkeep too. Therefore, gold, silver and 
silk are reserved for women with the exemption of 
silver ring which men may wear. Gold and silver are 
otherwise disallowed to men. It is to this that Ibn 


Qayyum i 4~ , pointed out: 
ast pe doe SH de op dty Ce cs 
Abels gall LL 42st de 3 
“In the disallowance of gold and silk to men lies 


the unlawfulness of the means of resemblance. 
Anyone who does so is cursed.” 


Allah does not like anyone to extremely be luxurious. 
The wearing of the silk and the use of gold and silver 
utensils reduce human beings to the low, the lowest 
ebb of degredation. Their thinking plunges into the 
labyrinth of darkness. So, it is clear that extremely 
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tuxurious mindedness is a bad thing but there is no 
disciplined method to determine every lowly and 
higher status in this case and the different situations 
of different people tell us that the level of luxury too 
‘s not the same for everyone. The means of luxury in 
the eyes of some people are instruments of lack of 
luxury for others and what is new to some Is 
incomplete or defective to others. In defining the 
craving for luxury, Shari’ah mentioned those things 
specifically which are relied upon solely to achieve 
luxury and it is commonly known that people are 
accustomed to use them for luxurious living. The 
ajams and the Romans are found by Shari’ah to be 
one of opinion regarding these things and, therefore, 
it disallowed them to Muslims in order to curb 
luxurious living. As a result silk and utensils of gold 
and silver are classified among the unlawful] and a 
warming was also given on their use. The Holy 


Prophet ,1) 412 said: 
pile BLAS PY y taal all at gly AY 
US pSty al OD pd Ub 
“Do not eat in the utensils of gold and silver and 
drink in bowls of gold and silver for they are for 
them (the infidels) in this world and for you in the 
next.” 
And he has also said: 
me jew o> Ll caddy ail ast Gy Gl 

“Ue who drinks in the utensils of gold and silver 
only Fire of Hell wi!l burn in his stomach.” 


This restriction does not apply to food and drink 
alone. It applies to the utensils use for bath, ablution, 
vessels holding oil or antimony, and such. This agument 
upholds the unlawfulness of taking up resemblance to 
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non-muslims in the matter of dress and so on. The aim is 
to distance oneself from their appearance and habits and 
way of living. It is also reflected in the natural dislike for 
men dressing themselves in female attire or style. 


WHY SHOULD PICTURES NOT BE KEPT: 


It opens the door of idol worship (HujjatAllah). 
That is, it will turn into a common custom. There are 
different level of understanding among the masses so, 
there is always the possibility of mischief and misuse as 
indeed, had happened earlier. Those who made icons did 
not themselves worship them but cast them to keep alive 
the memory of righteous elders and saints. Finally, it led 
to idol-worship. Even today in spite of the spread of 
knowledge and sciences, we know a well-known barrister 
who is held in much respect and esteem, he begins his day 
by day paying respects to the picture of his dead mentor in 
a very sincere and a devoted manner. It is after that, that 
he commences his daily rota. If this is the case from the 
higher strata proud of his English education then what 
may we say of the very common people and how may we 
rely on them. Therefore, to keep pictures is unlawful even 
from an angle of reasoning and intelligence. 
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FARA’ID (INHERITANCES) 


WHY ARE SHARES DIVIDED AMONG THE RIGHTFUL 
HEIRS IN PROPERTY: 


eS eS ail ey 
pad cedly Ste pM ops ot JS) Sill op Leal U2} Gall baad! 
Ge Spey de Gad b pheally cl SVN pl gle EY pl 
wel tee YE 5p ghey SLAM gaa cyt dey cL! 

It must be understood that: 
(1) Islam has determined the shares of rightful heirs in 
the property of the dead so that their rights are protected. 
If only one person of all the heirs and relatives of the dead 
was given authority over all his legacy without 
determining the shares of other relatives then there often 
are such people who appropriate the properties for their 
personal ends. They only care for their own good, aims 
and comfort but not think or worry about the rights of 
other rightful heirs. They use the properties in a cruel 
manner for their own ends, and they to go the extent of 
seizing the entire legacy to finance their luxurious living. 
Allah has, therefore determine the shares of inheritance of 
every heir in order to prevent anyone from appropriating 
the shares of the other rightful heirs. Every heir will now 
receive the due share in the assets and properties left 
behind by the dead men. 


There is another wrong very much similar to it and 
practized in some places. It is that the eldest son is 
recognized as the owner and the rest do not possess any 
right to inheritance whatsoever. These are examples of 
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misuse by these people which we witness every day. It is 
to check these evils that Allah has defined in the Holy 
Quran the philosophy behind inheritance. 


SB Cas cL Oy BY, GL Be Cai Ibe I 
PD (I 5 Mylo yie lnai 3S glee Be oy AV ola J 
O pla y 1, oA gh 3 31S Let LL atest Styl oe 
ct bam for SIU SAV) 9 bt Srey bee 
For men is a share of what their parents and near 
relatives leave, and for women is a share of what their 
near parents and relatives leave, whether it 1s small or 
large -a share determined. And those of kin and 
orphans and the poor are present at the division, give 
them (something) out of it, and speak to them kind 
words. And let those (incharge of division) fear who, 
should they leave behind them weakly progency, 
would be afraid on their account; so let them fear 
Allah, and speak the mght words. Surly those who 
devour the possessions of orphans wrongfully, devour 
fire in their bellies. And they shall enter a blazing fire. 
_ Allah enjoins you conceming your children, for male 


i3 the share equivalent of that of two females. 
(An-Nisa, 4:7-! 1). 


This verse refers to the orphans to the particular 
because often the dead person leaves behind very young 
children. Their elder brothers or guardians seize al] the 
property and the verse wams severly those who commit 
this crime. Then the detalis of shares are mentioned which 
we shal] discuss shortly. 


This far, we discussed the good of the owners of 
the property or inheritors. There is good in this for the 
property itself. No matter how big the property, the more 
the co-owners the more protection and care it receives. 


The Wisdom behind the Commands of Islam 3 


Every partner or share-holder will protect his share and, 
therefore the property, and will endeavour to maintain it in 
a good condition. This is what happen if there are co- 
owners. If, however, there is a division and each own his 
share wholly then everyone will work for its betterment. 
He will look after it as no else will. If anyone wastes his 
share and misuses it then he must be deprived of it and his 
portion must be entrusted’ to his elders for safekeeping. 
Even one who squanders his wealth by his own hands will 
not tolerate anyone taking it over. But, as for one who will 
not reform, it is no use discussing him. 


REALITY OF DIVISION OF INHERITANCE: 


The principle of inheritance depends on three 
factors: 


Firstly, is that someone should take the place of 
the dead person representing him in his honour, rank and 
his affairs. It is every person’s wish that someone 
‘represent him after him. 

Secondly, is service, sympathy, love, and 
compassion and things like that. 

Thirdly, is relationship, which plays a part in both 
the other factors. This third factor is the most significant. 
The person of concern in both the three cases is the one 
joined by ties of relationship, for example, father or grand- 
father, son or grandson. These people are more entitled to 
inheritance, but in terms of natural tendency which is 
practiced generation after generation, the son represents 
his father. People yearn for him and contract marriage for 
his sake and seek children from their marriage. As for a 
father representing his son, it 1s not according to natural 
disposition and it is not desired by people. So much so 
that if anyone has authority over his possessions, his 
sympathies for his son overwhelm his sympathies for his 


father. Therefore, it is habit of all the people that they 
prefer their children over their father. Next in the line to 
represent anyone is his brother, and who is like him in 
Status and strength, and who is of his tribe and his 
genealogy. 


Then, let us talk of service and compassion. The 
near related woman qualify first. The mother and daughter 
are the nearest followed by the similar relations. A 
daughter too is the representative of her father. Next is the 
sister. The woman who is the wife is responsible to serve 
followed by brothers and sisters through the same mother. 
The inheritance of those women is based on service and 
compassion or through relationship. With the other 
woman there is no sign of cooperation or representation 
because women sometimes marry outside the tribe and 
then merge themselves with its people. However, women 
are endued with love and compassion in a perfect manner. 
The most entitled to representation is the very near 
relatives, like mother and daughter. 

Taking the first factor, the perfect representation of 
the dead is found in the kinship of father and son. Next 
come the brother and paternal uncle. 

As far for the second factor, the compassion is 
most marked between father and son again and next is the 
brother’ and the near relations. The rank of the paternal 
uncle is not enjoyed by the paternal aunt because she 
cannot helps in times of difficulty as the paternal uncle 
may. In terms of kinship too the paternal aunt is not equal 
to a sister. The principle of the inheritance is that if the 
man and the woman are of same status then the man is 
given preference because man are responsible to hold up 
honor and they are also responsible for providing for the 


' Having common parents (aini) or one commmon parent, father or 
more (akhya ‘i) 


The Wisdom behind the Commands of Islam 355 


family. Men are therefore, are more entitled then women 
to the inheritance. Women are generally dependent on 
their husbands, fathers or brothers. There is another 
principle of division of inheritance that if a group of heirs 
are of the same level, then it is necessary to distribute the 
legacy among them because none of them enjoys 
preference over the others. But if the group comprises of 
heirs of different status then there are two possibilities. 
The first is that all the heirs are from one side and one line 
(either father’s or mother’s or so). In this case, the near 
relative hides the distant and deprives him of inheritance. 
The second possibility is that the heirs are from different 
sides so that the near relative will conceal the distant and 
though he conceals him he does not deprive him of his 
inheritance but lessens the share in inhentance. Further, 
there is the principle that the shares that are determined 
should be so well defined in their details that everyone 
may understand them on first sight, whether they are able 
to calculate or not. 

The Holy Prophet .-, . 4 . has pointed out this 
principle through his worthy saying: 

ty SY dal dal UI 
“We are unlettered people. We do not write and do 
not calculate.” 


Thus, when all the concerned people are 
addressed, it is necessary that they may not be burdened 
with having to calculate and may be facilitated in 
recognizing the sequences of the different positions. 


Thus, the Prophet 1, 3 1. adopted two kinds of 
divisions (1) of the thirds, two thirds, one third, one 
sixth. (2) of the halves, half quarter, one eighth. 

They are from the first two digits one and two and 
each has three steps. In going up the division it doubles 
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and in going down it halves. The decrease and increases 
depends on neamess of relationship. 


THE REASON MAN GETS TWICE WHAT WOMAN GETS: 


Allah has said: 
cal Gp cli oS OW es bee Jo SU SOV G bI Suey 
daa Ugh stots GET Oly AL. EL - gli 


Allah enjoins you in concerning your children, for 
the male is the share equivalent of the two females; 
but if there be more than two (or two) females only 
(and no mate child) then for them are what two 
thirds of what (the deceased) left, and if there be 
only one female child (and no male child) for her 
is the one half. 

(An Nisa, 4:11) 


The reason that man’s portion is twice that of 
woman is that Allah says, 

Lyall Ley fam de egans I faite Lit de dyl gs Sle JI 
Men are the managers of the affairs of women 
because Allah has made the one to exceed the 
other, and because of what they exnend of their 


riches for them. 
(An-Nisa, 4:34). 


WHY IS THE LONE DAUGHTER GIVEN HALF THE 
INHERITANCE: 


When there is only one daughter then she gets half 
of the legacy because if there were only one son he would 
have oot the full legacy. Thus, in terms of ‘doubling the 
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share of a male’, the lone daughter will be entitled to half 
share, as expressed in he following verse oY! b~ J» Sl 


For the male is the share equivalent of that of two 
females. (An-Nisa, 4:11). 


WHY TWO OR MORE THAN TWO DAUGHTERS GET TWO- 
THIRDS: 


If there were only two daughters they would get 
two-thirds because if there were two daughters and one 
son, the girl would get one third. Therefore, if there is a 
second girl the share of one cannot be less than one third 
in terms of an ideal division. The second will likewise get 
the same share. But since girls do not get more than two- 
thirds so even if they are more than two they will all share 
in two-thirds. 


THE PARENTS GET ONE-SIXTH EACH IF THE DEAD 
PERSON HAS CHILDREN, WHY: 


Allah has said: 

abyd So OG aby d als ot Bh SLE pel La gia tody ISS yy 
piel Pvt) a yl Jos ol eae te) as ol ya! a4) 
And to the parents (of the deceased), for each of 
the two is one sixth of what he left, if he has a 
child, but if he has no child and only his parents 
inherits him, for his mother is one-third but if he 
has brothers and sisters, for his mother is one- 


sixth. 
(An-Nisa, 4:11). 


It is clear from this that compared to parents, the 
children are more entitled to inheritance. They get two- 
thirds and their parents one-third so that the higher 
entitlement is obvious. The father does not get more than 


the mother because his higher merit in blood relationship 
is recognized once as representative of his son and his 
supporter, so the same merit is not recognized a second 
time by doubling his share. 


WHY DO PARENTS GET ALL THE SHARE IF THE 
DECEASED HAS NO CHILDREN: 


If the dead person leaves behind no children then 
there is no one more entitled to his wealth and property 
than his parents. So, all of it will go to the parents and 
father will enjoy excellence over the mother and the 
excellence that is recognized in this case is not of 
doubling share but one of succession. 


WHY DOES A MOTHER GET ONE-SIXTH IF THE 
DECEASED HAS BROTHERS & SISTERS TOO: 


If a person leaves behind a mother, brothers and 
sisters, and the brothers and sisters are more than one, 
then the mother gets one-sixth share because these are not 
fraternal relationships. There is not an equal kinship, 
compassion and love, so each will get a half share and the 
half that is the portion of compassion will be divided 
between mother and her children. Then, because the 
mother never gets less than one-sixth, she will be given 
that much and the rest will go to her children who are 
brothers and sister of the deceased. If these relationships 
are regarded as fraternal, then consideration will be given 
to the near-relationships and support and sometimes there 
are heirs too, for example daughter and son and husband. 
If the mother ts given in excess of one-sixth, the others 
will be hard-pressed. 
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THE REASONS WHY A HUSBAND GETS HALF OR ONE- 
FOURTH FROM HIS WIFE’S LEGACY DEPENDING ON 
ABSENCE OR PRESENCE OF CHILDREN BUT A WIFE 
GETS ONE-FOURTH OR ONE EIGHTH DEPENDING ON 
ABSENCE OR PRESENCE OF CHIDREN: 


Allah has said, 
ep OS OG. A SG pot Seth dal ai Sy 

pe 3 Boney doy dy op oS BU wy MK sy 
And for you men is half of what your wives leave 
if they have no children; but if they have a child, 
then your share is one-fourth of what they leave, 
after (paying) of a bequest they may have 
bequeathed, or a debt. 

(An-Nisa,4:12). 
And Allah has said, 

ctl lb Ny pS f ON SFE GM ody 
cp NU Opes dnoy dn op SFU 

And there is one-fourth of what you leave if you 
have no child, but if you have a child, their share is 
one-eighth after (paying) of a bequest you may 


have bequeathed or a debt. 
(An-Nisa, 4:12) 


The husband gets a share because he has the 
control over his wife and her wealth and if he is deprived 
completely, he is caused hardship. The wife gets this from 
her husband against the service she gives him, her 
compassion and love, so the husband given preference 
over his wife. 


Allah has said, 
pli ule UO pal i Jl ht 
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Men are managers of the affairs of the women. 
(An-Nisa, 4:34). 


Besides, it was also seen that in giving them their 
inheritance, their children did not come under strain. 
Therefore, reasonable shares are allotted. 


Caution: We are much surprised at the behaviour - 


of some people who take back from a widow her share of 
inheritance if she marries again a man of her choice. The 
fact is that according to Shari’ah she is authorized to 
dispose of her share or retain it with herself when she 
marries again. In other words she continues to own it, 
even after her marage. 

In the same way, those people also commit a 
serious error who take back the jwellery given to woman 
before she was widowed or divorced. They must know 
that Allah has said, 

cP pal UE pis Of SI Jey 

And it is not lawful for you (men) to take from 

them (your wives) anything what you have given 


them. 
(Al-Baqarah 2:229). 


The only exception is when a woman return them 
to her husband of her own accord to obtain freedom from 
him. (Divorce through Khula). 


THE REASONS THE HEIRS OF A CHILDLESS DECEASED 
GET LITTLE OR MORE SHARES: 


Allah has said m the Qur’an, 
Lage oly JS cot heialy shall UT Soy fy OW aly 
NS IS gd CUS Ce STI IT OU LI 
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And if a man, or a woman, having no children and 
no parent, leaves state to be inherited, and he (or 
she) has a single brother or a single sister (on the 
mother’s side), then for each of the twain is one- 
sixth, but if they are more than two they shall be 
shares of one-third. 
(An-Nisa, 4:12). 
Allah has also said, 
wy dy Spd AWA 5 21 Ot DIS Gp Sriy at fi tb ie 
LIS Ob Ny LS f OW Ugg pay Bp ad Yb cl 
{SAMS cLisy Yor dp} gS oly SU Olds! Lgl oes 
ny! > ee 
They ask you (O Prophet) for a pronouncement. 
Say Allah pronounces to you concerning (the 
inheritance) of Katalah (who has no parents and 
no child). If a man has died and have no child, and 
he has a sister, for her shall be the half of what he 
left, and he shall inherit her if she has no child. But 
if there be two sisters, for them shall be the two- 
third of what he left. And if there be brothers and 
sisters, the male shall have as much as the position 


of the two females. 
(An-Nisa,4:176). 


According to the unanimous opinion, this verse 1s 
about children with a common father and reveals the 
philosophy of division of shares of Katalah in the portion 
of brothers and sisters. Under this head, the deceased may 
have a mother and brothers and sisters. 


WHY IS THE PATERNAL UNCLE OF THE DECEASED AND 
HIS CHILDREN ENTITLED TO INHERITANCE BUT HIS 
MATERNAL AUNT NOT ENTITLED: 


The children of the paternal uncle of the deceased 
are entitled to inheritance of his wealth but his maternal 
aunt is not entitled although she is from his mother’s side. 
The reason for this is that his paternal uncle’s children, 
lies his ancestry and parentage a greater degree but his 
relatives from his mother’s side are like strangers to him. 
People are known through their fathers but they are like 
relatives of daughters to their mother’s ancestors. 


OBJECTIONS ON RECKONING IN THE GRAVE AND 
PHILOSOPHICAL ANSWERS TO THEM BY IBN QAYYUM: 


Objections were raised before Ibn Qayyum w jus, 
on punishment and reward in grave. He was asked how 
the atheists and un-believers may be countered when they 
rejected the possibility of punishment and reward in the 
grave, and asked how can a grave be a ditch of Hell or a 
garden of Paradise, how can be it be spacious or squeezed 
small while the corpse cannot sit in it or stand. They assert 
that they dig open the graves but find neither blind and 
speechless angels who beat the corpse with the iron chains 
and hammers nor snakes or serpents. They do not sense 
the heat of a fierce burning fire. They aver that if they dug 
open the grave to verify the condition of the corpse they 
find it in the very condition in which they had left it. They 
point out that if they place mercury on its eyes and grain 
on its chest, it remains unchanged. Their question is: how 
the grave extend and expand to the limits of the eye-sight 
for the corpse or contract and squeeze him? They do not 
observe any change in the size of the grave, neither larger 
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nor smaller, than originally prepared. How the grave. 
squeezes and how may the angels and the shape that 
befriends the dead or scares him occupy the grave. They 
say, “Everything that is contrary to common sense and 
observation is the imagination of the speaker.” They cite 
the case of one who is hanged and left on hanging on the 
scaffold. “We do not see the munkar or nakeer 
interrogating him or spy any movement of his body. We 
do not notice a terrible fire that burns him. Then, what 
about the wild beast devour, and virtues feasts upon. 
Pieces of its flesh in the stomach of beasts and birds, how 
can anyone interrogate him? Part of him digested by snake 
and part dissolved in the atmosphere or carried away by 
the winds, how is it possible to subject him to 
questioning? When his body is bisected in this manner, 
how can the two angels munkar and nakeer do their job? 
How can the grave be a garden of Paradise or a ditch of a 
Heli for such a person? Or, a grave become congested and 
contracted to crush his ribs? 
Answer: Before venturing to remove these doubts 
let us say something by way of an explanation so that the 
answers may be easily understood. 
The Messengers +! + have not said anything that 
may be described as absurd. The messages conveyed 
by the Messengers p> rev are of two types —one 
which is seconded by intelligence and instinct, and 
the other which is beyond comprehension of 
intelligence. Examples of the second kind are reports 
of the Unseen and the Barzakh (period between death 
and resurrection), the Qiyamah (Day of Resurrection), 
and the punishment. However the reports of the 
Messengers 4 have given are never absurd from 
an intelligent point of view. Besides, if they seem to 
be absurd and beyond intelligent comprehension but 
are upheld by a correct line of transmission then it is 


obligatory to interpret them according to the other 
tules of Shari'ah. Thus, the news of the grave falls 
under the second classification. They are not absurd 


to the intelligence but are deduced by an intelligent 


deduction. 


If anyone considers these reports as absurd then it is 


simply his own thinking and doubt which he imagines to | 
be sensible and obvious. 


I. 


bo 


The other thing is that we must not exaggerate in 
interpreting the saying of the Holy Prophet ,v, 1 3: w. 
We must not let our imagination run wild and deduce 
from his words what he did not mean to say. If 
anyone turns away from the true meaning of what the 
Holy Prophet’s .., « 3: saying then he will never 
from the Straight Path. In misunderstanding the 
Words of Allah and His Messengers ous t+ many 
misled sects have risen in Islam and they have 
innovated religious practices, from example the 
Qariyah, Mulhid, Kharji, Mutazalah, Jahmiyah, 
Rafidi, and so on. Many such people turned away 
from Islam and pay very little attention to it. 


The third point we refer is that Allah has appointed 
three stages through which a man passes after his 
birth. They are this world, the Barzakh, and Daral- 
Qarar (the final abode). There are different sets of 
rules and commands for each stage and they apply to 
that very phase. Man is made up of body and sou! and 
the rules of the worldly stage apply to bodies while 
souls are subject to these bodies. That is why the 
injunctions of Shari‘ah are framed with the tongue 
and parts of body and in mind., although the heart 
may conceal differing things. The rules of the stage in 
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Barzakh apply to the souls, subjecting bodies to the 
souls. Thus, ag the souls suffers or enjoys with the 
body in the world because it is subject to it so too the 
body feels the pains and joys with the soul in the 
Barzakh, (which we call the grave) because it is a 
subject to the soul there. In the world the body is in 
the forefront and obvious and the sou! is unseen and 
unobserved. In the stage of grave, meaning the 
Barzakh, the soul will be observed and is in the 
forefront and superior but the body will be unseen and 
secondary. The rules of Barzakh will apply to the 
souls. The soul will feel the pain and joy and it will be 
reflected on body just as the joy or pain of the body 
in the world is sensed by the soul. Thus, it 1s mot 
necessary that these things be seen on the obvious 
body because they apply to the souls which senses 
them and those things happen in the other stage so, if 
‘s not necessary that they may be observed by us — 
rather, it is impossible to observe them as a general 
rule. (There may be eertain exceptions if Allah wills.) 
An example of this stage 1s shown by Allah in this 
world in the state of sleep. The soul bears the joy and 
pain which a man sees in his dream and his “body is 
secondary to the soul. The same happens in Barzakh 
with the soul and body of the person sleeping. The 
soul is targetted and is reflected on the body. Rather, 
‘t is more severe -than in a dream because in the 
Barzakh the soul is predominant and perfectly 
obvious. Besides, the link of the soul with the body 
although not perceptible is definitely maintained and 

there is no complete de-link and separation. 


The third stage is the Hereafter. On the day of 
Resurrection, when the people are raised from the graves, 
the feeling of happiness and pain is directed on both body 
and soul and is discernible too. 
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The foregoing account confirms that whatever the 
Messenger of Allah ,.,.1 3 1. has said about punishment 
in the grave, and pain and relief, reward and torment, 
expansion and contraction of grave as a ditch of Hell and 
garden of Paradise -whatever he has said —is 
comprehended by intelligence and is not contrary to it. 
Undoubtedly if anyone cannot comprehen this then it is 
his fault and it is due to his lack of knowledge that he 
cannot understand it. 


EXAMPLE OF PUNISHMENT IN THE GRAVE AND OF 
REWARD: 


Let us look at two people sleeping on one bed. One 
of them sleeps and his souls experiences happiness and 
comfort so when he awakes these conditions are apparent 
on his body and it reflects the comfort and relief. The 
other too sleeps and his soul experiences pain and when 
he awakes and it is reflected on his body. Although the 
two sleeps together and go through different experiences 
yet the condition of one is not discernable to the other. We 
must visualize the Barzakh on this pattern. It is proven 
through reasoning and Islam asserts the companionship of 
soul with body is perpetual although after death the 
empheral body separates from the soul. However, in the 
Barzakh the soul does gets a body to taste the 
repercussions of his deeds. That body is not like the one 
we know but it is very fine and it is made of light in the 
shape of deeds. In the Barzakh, the practical conditions of 
men will take the place of their bodies. Although this is a 
subtle secret, it is not an unreasonable one. A perfect man 
discerns an existence of light in this life apart from the 
known impure body. There are many examples of this in 
the world of revelation. Those who are gifted with the 
glimpse of that world are not surprised by a body made of 
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deeds. This very body that.is made up with deeds of a 
man is the one which receives reward or punishment. 
Those people gifted with an eye that discerns the unseen 
meet the dead in their waking state, and they observe the 
body of the sinners as pitch black as if it made up of 
smoke. 


Thus, everyone gets a new body after the death 
and it may be glowing or dark but Allah has concealed 
these affairs from intelligent deduction. This thing points 
to the perfect wisdom of Allah so that a Believer may be 
distinguished from an infidel because of his belief in the 
Unseen. 


Thus, the angels come to a man who is about to 
die. They sit close to him and does see them. They bring 
for him the shroud and scent of Paradise or bad smelling 
odour of Hell. They say Aameen when the visitors of those 
who present greet the patient with a salutation or a 
supplication. Sometimes, the dying man say to them 
“Welcome”, and no one besides this man sees the angels. 
There are innumerable evidences of such occurrences. 


Of the affairs of the Hereafter, this is the first affair 
and it occurs in this world before us. Although it happens 
in this world, it 1s invisible to us. Then an angel stretches 
his hand towards the soul and seizes it. The angel talk to 
the sou] but none of these present see the angel talking or 
hear his voice. The soul comes out of the body and its 
light is bright as the rays of the sun and its fragrance more 
sweet than musk but, again, these things are not evident to 
those present, neither do they see anything nor smell the 
sweet fragrance. The angel takes the soul and joins the 
group of the angels. Then the soul retum in a particular 
manner and watches the body given a bath and being 
lifted. It says, “Take me ahead,” or it says, “Where are 


wae ret Lycuaiy ule Isiam 30 


you taking me?” But, the people around do not hear it say 
sO. 


APPEARANCE OF THE ANGEL WITHIN THE GRAVE: 


When the body is placed in the grave and the grave 
is filled with earth, it does not prevent the angels from 
going to the corpse. In fact, even if the grave sealed with 
the bricks that would not have obstructed the angel from 
approaching the corpse in the niche. Impure, solid bodies 
are not a hinderance to the tearing through of the delicate 
Spirits. 


Rather, even the jinns manage to go through the 
solid bodies. Allah has made the earth and bricks for the 
angels as air and atmosphere are for the birds —who fly 
about in them. As far as the grave being spacious or 
contracted, it is for the soul itself while the body, being 
secondary, feels the space or lack of it in terms of the soul, 
for otherwise a body is accomodated in a very small place. 


SHRINKING OF THE GRAVE: 
In the same way, it Is correct the grave narrows 


other. There is no doubt in that and it cannot be derived by 
common sense. As far anyone reopening a grave and 
finding the condition of the corpse unchanged and its ribs 
in their proper places, Allah is Ad/e to do everything. He 
is Powerful and has Absolute Authority. Nothing can 
preclude Him and these things may be happening in the 
spiritual realm, beyond our perception. 
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WHY ARE THE ANGELS IN THE GRAVE, THE FIRE OF 
HELL AND THE BLESSINGS OF PARADISE INVISIBLE: 


The fire in the grave and the garden there are not 
like the fire we know of in the world or the garden we see 
around. They are like the garden and fire of the Hereafter 
and the folk of the world cannot perceive them. It is so 
that the reality of the Unseen may be preserved. On this 
basis, if two people are buried side by side and their deeds 
are contradictory to each other. One of them burs in the 
fire of Hell and the other next to him will not even feel the 
warmth of the fire buf enjoys the garden of Paradise and 
his neighbor, the inmate of Hell, gets no share of comfort 
and peace he enjoys. This thing is also from the Work of 
Allah Who is Able to do these things. He is the One, Who 
taught men various arts and sciences so that they display 
something to someone but conceal it from others while 
they are all in the open. How then, are such things 
impossible for Allah Who is the Creator of all things and 
being and Who is Able to do ail things. The wisdom of 
belief in the unseen does not apply to the beasts-and the 
cattle so they hear the cries of agony of the deed and feel 
it. They know these things as the Messenger of Allah & 


pty a has said. 


Therefore it is a sign of ignorance to the picture of 
Barzakh with eye of the affairs and working of the world. 
To do so is to belie the Prophet .L, + 3 1 and to hold 
Allah as not capable of doing these things. It is the worst 
form of cruelty because He is Powerful and Omnipotent 
and He does What He wishes to do. He manifests What 
" He wills to whomsoever. He chooses and conceals from 
whom He wills. He is Able to show something as narrow 
to some people although it is actually very broad and 
fragrant, very large and glowing. And He js Able to show 
it the other way about too. 


WHY THERE WILL BE ANOTHER WORLD-THE 
GATHERING AFTER THE BARZAKH: 


As a man dies, the Barzakh sets in and he begins to 
get reward and punishment. Those whose lot is Hell, go to 
Hell and those who are destined to go to Paradise, go 
there. But, there will be a great day when men see Allah. 
It is the will of Allah to appoint this day. He created man 
that he may be identified with His attribute as the Creator. 
He will then destroy everyone so that He may be 
identified with His attribute as the Dominant. He will then 
give life to all of them one day and gather them on the 
ground so that He may be identified with His attribute as 
the Capable. (Then that dav there will be a consigning to 
real Paradise or real Hell). 


Thus death is the first step to reckoning and 
resurrection. Allah has determined two resurrections for 
mankind. The children of Adam x .« are recompensed 
for piety or evil in these resurrections. In the first, the soul 
and body are separated and a placement in the first abode 
of recompense, the Barzakh. 


In the second resurrection, Allah will rejoin the 
soul to the body and raise the dead from their graves. He 
will then consign them to Paradise or Heil. Allah has 
mentioned both these resurrections in the Qur’an, calling 
one the large and the second the small resurrection. This is 
found in surah Fatir and other surahs. This verse is an 
example of the explanation. 


Alle yah py Lene y Wyde Updo O po a Ul 
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The Fire. They are brought before it every morning 
and evening and on the day when the hour arrives, 
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(it will be said), “Admit the household of Fir’awn 
into the severest chastisement. 
(Al-Fatir, 40:46). 


[IS THE INTERROGATION LIMITED OR UNLIMITED: 


Question: If the question that will be asked in the 
grave are limited, like who is your lord? Etc, then the 
answers may be memorized and one can get through, or 
are they unlimited? 

Answer: It cannot be done in that way. This is truly 
a state of faith. It is not like the worldly examinations that 
One may use Canning and cheating methods to get through. 
In fact, the colour with which one had dyed his heart in 
the world will become apparent there. It is according to 
this that hardship or comfort will be experienced in the 
grave, 


WHAT LANGUAGES WILL THE ANGELS USE IN THE 
GRAVE FOR INTERROGATION: 


Allah has taught us Arabic, Persian, Urdu, English, 
Sanskrit and so on. How, then can an angel sent by Him 
be unaware of these languages. He will Speak all 
languages. 


SOULS THAT ARE CONCERNED WITH ENTERED BODIES: 


Souls are related with grave also. There is no 
intelligent bar in believing in it. If we cannot investigate it 
with our intelligence, we do have an example in Allah’s 
laws. He has taught us many ways to determine the truth 
of different things. There are some things whose reality 
we can determine through our tongue only, some we can 
determine through our eyes and others we can recognize 
their reality through our ears. There are some other things 
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whose reality we can know through a combination of 
these senses. Besides, many of the realities can be 
understood through the chief, central organ the heart. In 
Short, Allah has taught us many ways and means to find 
out the truth of different things. For instance, if we put 
sugar-candy before our ear, we cannot find out its color or 
determine its taste. If we bring it before our eyes then we 
will not be able to tel! how it tastes. These show that there 
are different organs and abilities to help recognize the 
truth of different things. Now, if something brought before 
the eye to determine its taste and the eye cannot tell its 
taste, will it be said, that that thing is tasteless? Or, if there 
a commotion and we shut our ears but extend our tongue 
to hear it then we will never be able to know what the 
noise is about. Today’s people with a philosophical bent 
who pride in their knowledge reject many realities. We 
see the various tasks performed everyday by different 
people together or one by one and not by a single person. 
The man responsible for it carries water and fill it in its 
proper place, the washerman washes clothes and so on. 
There is a division of labour in all our affairs. We must 
bear in mind the principle that different abilities are 
directed towards different ends. Man too has brought with 
him different abilities and each ability is assigned a 
different task. The unmindful, simple philosophers hope to 
decide every affair with their intelligence but this is a 
wrong approach. For instance, historical facts can be 
known only through a study of history, and realities of 
things cannot be understood without a true experience, 
and conclusions of data are derived through intelligence. 
Thus, there are various means and approaches. In his 
delusions, man deprives himself of realizing the truth of 
different things by considering only one source as a means 
of perfection of different affairs. Only a little thinking 
helps in understanding this thing and we witness their 
working everyday. 
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Just as intelligence cannot decide how the soul and 
body are inter-related so too the relation of the soul with 
the grave is beyond it. If it were possible to grasp the 
inter-relation of soul and body, the philosophers and the 
intellectuals would not have made mistakes. The relation 
of the souls with their graves cannot be seen with our 
worldly eye. It ts the inner eye -The Divine gifted eye— 
that fathoms the relationship. If anyone hopes to trace it 
through intelligence then let him find out if there ts really 
such a thing as a soul. There are thousands of varying 
opinions on this subject and there have been thousands of 
thinkers who have rejected the existence of the soul. If it 
was for intelligence alone to decide the issue then how is 
it many as there are, so many varying and contradictory 
opinions on it. If the eye is there to see then it cannot be 
that the eye of Zayd will see one thing while the eye of 
- Bakr wiil see it as a different thing. 


Thus, if intelligence by itself cannot be definite on 
the existence of the soul then who will say anything on its 
nature and relationship? That being the case, this 
information that I have written it with the fountain of 
information provided by the Prophet 2, 3: 4 and we 
must borrow from that spring to know that souls do have a 
relation with the graves. The divine-gifted eye has shown 
to him that the heap of dust have a relationship with the 
soul. When anyone says the grave ,,i ja vite HU “Peace 
be on you, O dwellers of the graves.” He does get a 
response. If anyone uses hts abilities that enable him to 
look into the graves with the inner eyes, he can see the 
relationships. Let us present another example. There js a 
lump of salt and a lump of sugar-candy. It is not an 
intelligence alone that can give the verdict on the kind of 
lump but it is only after it is tasted that one can say which 


Is Sugar and-which is salt. But, if one lacks the gland of 
taste, then he cannot decide which is sugar-candy and 
which salt. It is like a blind man refusing to believe that 
the sun has risen: his refusal to believe does not alter the 
facts. lf a man who Jacks the intelligence does not follow 
the deductive approach then it makes no difference on the 
conclusion. Thus, if one does not have the inner eye, he 
cannot see the relationship of soul with the body, and if, 
because of his inability to perceive that relationship, he 
denies that it exists then it does not detract from the reality 
a little bit. Such things are not known by commonsense 
and conjuncture. Allah has blessed man with different 
abilities and senses. If only sense can do everything then 
there was no point in giving him so many abilities and 
senses. The different senses have their sources at eyes, 
ears, tongue, and nose. Many possess different senses of 
perception. The inner eye, or the sense to uncover the 
hidden, helps him see what happens inside the graves. If 
anyone who lacks this sense rejects what happens in the 
graves then he is wrong. 


There have been a large number of Prophets + +1 
awliya, (saints) and righteous men. They and those who 
have experienced it are the proof that there is a 
relationship of the soul with the grave. We may not be 
able to know the nature of relationship but we cannot deny 
the relationship itself. Although intelligence may not be 
able to perceive this relationship, the inner eye through 
institutional illumination confirms that there is a 
relationship of soul and the body in the grave, the heap of 
dust. It is just like the ear not being able to see and it is not 
at fault for that because it is not endowed with that power. 


To repeat, the soul has a relationship with the 
grave definitely and man can talk with the dead. The soul 
also enjoys a relationship with the Heavens (sky). They 
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have a place there and this is a confirmed fact, A 
confirmation of this fact is also found jn the books of the 
Hindus. The question is generally one én which there is an 
agreement excepts by the misled sect which holds that 
they denly such souls exists (after death of a person). 

In the same way after the death the souls do 
maintain a relationship with the limbs of the bodies. The 
souls of the pious stay in the illiyoon (the highest of the 
places in the seventh Heaven) and of the wicked people, 
the infidels, in the sijeen, {the prison). The spiritual link of 
the souls, however, continues with the particles of the 
body. It is immaterial whether one has entered in the grave 
or put to torch, or someone drowns the relationship of the 
soul is maintained with the miniutest part of the body 
whether one understands it or not. It can be explained in 
the working of a wire in electricity. This cable connects to 
many different places and maintains a relationship 
between two distant points. The soul, too, whether if 1s in 
illyoon or sijjeen, maintains relationship with the body 
and it is necessary but the worldly eyes does not perceive 
it. The eyes of the worldly man do not observe the 
ordinary unseen secrets and it is not proper that they 
should see them because if they do, then there will be no 
point in their believing in the unseen on which stands the 
mission of the Prophets + .%. However, it is foolish to 
deny something because we do not perceived it. The 
squeezing of the grave or its expansion is also among the 
secrets of the unknown world which the eyes of the 
worldlings cannot see and their intelligence cannot 
understand. Of course, the sufis, and the awliya can see 
with their illuminating intuitive eye. They see with these 
eyes the dwellers in the grave being punished or rewarded. 


The Wisdom behind the Commands of Islam 6 


THE TRUTH OF THE BRIDGE, S/RAT: 


In the hereafter, every happiness and difficulty will 
be personified depending on whether the person walked 
the path of security or destruction and Hell. So, on that 
day the path of security will be the Sirat im Mustaqeem, 
(the straight path), a very road (bridge) across the infernal 
fire. To overshoot it or go off its edges will mean falling 
down into the fire of Hell. It will be seen as an allegory. 
Those people who could not traverse the Sirat im 
Mustageem in the world will not be able to cross the Sirat 
in the Hereafter because it will be a replica of the spiritual 
Sirat of the world. We see with our spiritual eyes that 
truly to the right and left of our Sirat is hell. If we veer to 
the right we will go to hell and if we turn to the left then 
too we will go to hell. But, if we follow the straight path - 
on the Sirat then we will go to Paradise and save 
ourselves from Hell. This very picture we see will 
personified for us in the Hereafter. We will see with our 
eyes a bridge, sirat, hanging over hel]. To its right and left 
there will be the fire of the hell. We will be commanded to 
walk over it. If we would have been walking the straight 
path in this world not veering to the right or the left, then 
we shal! not fear the Sirat in the Hereafter and the heat of 
the fire will not reach us. We will not experience the awe 
or uneasiness in pure hearts but we will cross over it 
swiftly with the speed of lightening. The light of faith will 
help us over it -because we have already pass over it in 


the world. 
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It is the characteristic of the bridge Sirat of the 
hereafter that it is narrower than a strand of hair 
and sharper than the edge of a sword. It is the same 
thing of the science of Shari'ah in this world. In 
most of the issues, we cannot know definitely the 
correct approach that is approved by Allah and 
liked by Him. The command on issues in their 
world are sharper than a sword and thinner than 
strand of hair. Shari’ah therefore, is Strat im 
Mustageem in this world. That is why a slave 
prays in every unit of prescribed prayer 41,2) tot 
ett “Guide us on the Right Path.” This path is 
sharper than sword and thinner than a strand of 
hair but its manifestation in the hereafter will be 
more vivid than it is in this world. As far those 
who invited people to Allah’s Path for His sake 
alone in the manners of the Messengers and their 
companions, Allah will join them to the ranks of 
the Prophets. It is revealed in the Ahadith that 
Sirat will depend on the glow of the person who 
crosses over it on the Day of Resurrection so that it 
will appear narrow to some people but broader to 
another group of people. This report is confirmed 
by these words of Ailah, 


Aish peal cu rue tes 


their tr ight running before them, and on their right. 
(Al-Hadeed, 57:12). 


There, in the Hereafter, one will not find any 
passage except through the Sirat And the words of 
Allah, 


Bled y eget Cu cgtee pA yi 


Their light will run before them and their hands. 
(al-Tahrim, 66:8). 
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It emphasises that the Believers will not have a left 
side in the hereafter. The inmates of Hell have a right. 


These are some of the peculiarities of Strat. 
However, the deeds of the children of Aadam out. will 
take the shape of their deeds like pincer, like thorns and 
thistles which will hold them back on the Sirat so that they 
will neither enter Paradise nor fall down into Hell. They 
will be precluded from proceeding further until they 
receive the mercy and favour of Allah. So, whosoever 
forgives and overlooks in this world, Allah will forgive 
him and overlook his faults on the Sirat. He who forgoes 
his rights on Allah's salves, on the Strat Allah will forgo 
His rights on this slave. But, he who will be harsh on His 
ummah, Allah will be harsh on him on the Sirag. 


“These are your deeds that will appear to you and 
corner you. Hence, you must adopt good manners for, 
tomorrow, Allah will treat you in the same way as you 
treat His slaves here.” 


IMAM MOHAMMAD GHAZALI ON SIRAT IM- 
MUSTAQEEM: 


ree wun OF Siral ai-Mustageem 
has said that it is a man’s goodness that he should adopt 
the esemblance of the angels as far as he can. The angels 
does not posses contradictory characteristics in the way 
human beings do. Man should resemble them in keeping 
away from those characteristics which are contradictory 
although, in truth he does not separate from them and this 
is being moderate like the warm water that is neither hot 
nor cold or the colour of the ‘ood’ -neither white nor 


} 
aloeswood 
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black. Man’s characteristics include being miserly and 
spendthrift but generosity is being moderate for it shuns 
miserliness and wastefulness. 


Thus Sirat im Mustageem is that judicious path — 
middle-of-the-road-path —which is thinner than a strand of 
hair. Anyone who keeps him fairly away from the two 
Opposite extremes of the character, he will be right in the 
middle of the two edges. We, may for instance, heat a 
circular piece of iron red hot and place it on the ground. 
Then we, may, drop it on an ant into the hollow. It will 
run away from the heat and stop at the place that is most 
distant from the heat. That place will be nowhere else but 
the center. That is the true center because it is most distant 
from any point round in iron pipe. And, this point has no 
absolute area. The Sirat im-Mustaqeem is that very centre 
from both ends and this center does not have any absolute 
width or area, and that’s why it is narrower than a strand 
of hair. On the Day of Resurrection, Allah will make the 
Sirat im-Mustageem examplary. Hence, if anyone walk on 
the Sirat im-Mustaqgeem in this world, that is, he tries his 
best to use the middle-of-the road in adopting the 
contradictory characteristics and does not lean on any side 
then he will walk straight on the Sirat of the Hereafter too. 

Mulla Jalaluddin Duwani has written that the 
Islamic Shari ‘ah will appear as Sirat im-Mustageem in the 
Hereafter over the Hell-fire. Anyone who traversed on the 
Shari'ah, straight on its path, and did not veer will find it 
easy to walk on it over there. But, on him who veered off 
the path here and did not traverse on the Sirat al- 
Mustageem he will find it difficult to walk over it there. 


THE REALITY OF OIYAMAH: 


The discourse on the Day of Resurrection is the 
one selected by Mawlana (late) Muhammad Qasim 
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Nanotvi «es au-, and it is presented here. It must be 


understood that certain things are a combination of 
different utilities with varying end-like the field whose 
grain is for human beings and fodder for animals. Such 
things are ultimately rent apart and separated, each part 
stored in its proper place and put to use for what is it 
meant for. Thus, when the field is harvested, the fodder 
and grain are separated and stored in their proper places. 
They are then drawn upon from time to time as needed. 
The animals are fed with the fodder and grain is consumed 
by the human beings. These things are further subdivided. 
For instance, grain is graded and the best is kept aside for 
personal use and Jower grade for servants and students and 
even for animals. If we look at it attentively then this 
division is found in higher life too. It is very clear that 
every part and every level is divided in terms of its utility 
and peculiarities. The earth has some characteristics and 
water has some other qualities associated with “it. The 
Believer posses certain traits and does something while 
the infedels owns a set of qualities and does something 
different. The scholars .are responsible for something and 
the layman for other things. The poor have some activities 
to see after, and intelligent and the rich, the philanthropists 
and the misers all have different traits and spheres of 
duties. There are differences in the activities and duties of 
men and eunuchs of men and women. In short, everything 
that we see has its own color and peculiarities. 


wih toe coi 7 


Every flower has a different colour and odour. 


It follows that everything should be broken up and 
bisected one day and the process should go on until the 
pious deeds are separated and kept in the receptables and 
evil deeds in their cells. The consignment of these things 
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to their proper places is known as reward and punishment 
on the Day of Resurrection. 


Then, if we look around us, at ourselves and at the 
animals, we see the eyes, the fleshy body, the hands and 
feet and so on. Each limb has its own task to do. It is the 
same thing in the universe: the earth and the sky are 
different spheres of activity and they are of different use. 
Just as this earthly body has four limbs with different 
peculiarities so ‘oo in this fleeting world the elevated and 
the granded have different natures and varying effects of 
sexual desires. If a body is overcome by a confused state 
so that there is a variation in the temperament then it is 
called an illness. If because of the illness the soul has to 
separate from the body then it is known as death. 


In the same way, there is a change in-this transitory 
world in its original composition because of manifestation 
of a member or a desire and a fresh new condition is 
observed then it is a sign of the approach of the Day of 
Resurrection. Again, if the great soul —which is a 
supposed soul for the universe on the pattern of an 
individual soul —separates from the body of the universe, 
then it is known as the Day of the Resurrection. This great 
soul is apparent from the working of the Universe and its 
excellent rhythm. If that is so then separation of the parts 
of the main body is a must after death as happen after the 
death of a human being and animal. Again, just as after 
separation of human limbs each limb has to rest in its area 
so too the parts of the Universe must rest at their proper 
levels —the level of the pious is Paradise and of the evil is 
Hell, this is the reward and the punishment. 


Let us look at this example. The cook prepares 
food and the tailor stitches clothes and they are paid after 
thair tacke are arcamnlished. This is heeance in the reward 
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in lieu of the tasks they do, so if they performed 
satisfactorily they are paid in full but if their performances 
are unsatisfactory not only they are not paid anything but 
they are penalized. These things are known afterwards so 
reward is also given afterwards. If a task ts not completed 
in one day by a person, but take several days and several 
men to finish then the wait for the recompence extend that 
many days especially if that is done on a contract basis. 
This 1s about remuneration but if it is about reward and 
punishment then there is no harm in delay because it is 
cruel not to give a stranger his mght and it is the 
responsibility of a man to pay the rights of others on a 
transaction. As for reward and punishment, responsibility 
does not rest on him so there is no likelihood of being 
termed cruel if there is a delay. Besides, it is every evident 
that while it is cruel to delay discharge of nghts of other 
people, it is commendable if there is delay in receiving 
one’s own rights. Thus, delay in one’s right of punishment 
to oneself can never be unjust, but as for reward, that is 
not a night in one’s favour so there is no question of 
calling a delay in this case, unjust. 


However, delay in getting other people their rights 
might seem bad. The correct position is that the rulers and 
those in authority in this world are called upon to let their 
subjects have justice and fair treatment. The religious 
elders and the people of the True path are witnesses to it 
that Allah has commanded that speedy justice be given in 
whatever can be delivered to the aggrieved. But, on this 
point the story of the Hereafter differs. As far as the 
interests of His slaves are concemed. Allah is not merely 
the Master and the Authority, He is more Compassionate 
than one’s parents. It is better for them that their dues are 
retained safely to be giving to them when they most need 
it. Instead of given these dues right away. They might use 
them up before time if they are handed their rights in this 


world. The time when they will most need them is when 
the resources will be most scarce and very weak and there 
will be no means to earn good deeds. There would be no 
opportunity and nothing handy except the Mercy of Allah 
or the apparent wealth of their receivable rights. 


Growth and proportionate development in their 
turn promote the ‘ability to grow’ and ‘fashioning of the 
body.’ The ‘artistic ability’ grants the body a proper 
appearance and countenance. Since the outcome of 
nourishment is a condition or a state of the body, it seems 
that the ‘artistic ability’ is one of the aids to the ‘ability to 
prow’. It may be compared to the ability in animals to 
grow which is an aid to their survival. Then, a glance 
around the universe, not with an transitory look, no matter 
at whichever form, shows that it carries an attribute and a 
meaning, of all its own. This in turn, reveales that every 
attribute and every meaning personified into a form 
visible to the eye which is called the tangible world. Dust. 
for example, is really a dry form and water is the spring. 
There are, again, many compositions. Souls of human 
beings are a collection of various senses for example, 
senses of sight, senses of hearing and so on. These are all 
attributes and meanings but the features that arose from 
them are compositions of various limbs. A composite 
model is the result. The whole picture does not end here. 
The process continues. It is like a pigeon or a hen, who as 
a result of sexual excitement, lays the eggs and the eggs 
hatch into younglings. It goes on like that. All this is a 
sign of the ‘ability to grow’. It is this ability that is the 
basis and the ‘artistic ability’ is a secondary factor or an 
aid. It is like sun that lights the earth, particles and so on. 
Whatever is there is the reflection or the result of the 
basic, the sun. The ‘ability to grow’ wherever it is in the 
universe is the reflection of the True Universal growth 
factor. But, the process is yet incomplete and something 
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are not yet formed perfectly, It seems the universe is still 
like the egg of the pigeon. The egg itself is the picture of 
the sexual excitement of two sides and what is concealed 
within it has not yet attained its form. When the ego 
batches and the chick emerges then alone it is revealed 
that many potentials were concealed within the egg. 
Otherwise, only this much was known that the egg was the 
manifestation of the potencies of the male and the female. 
The same story seems to be true about the universe and 
the secrets yet remain to be unfolded. The universe has 
kept its secrets but they are not unknown to Allah and not 
beyond to His Powers. If the details were known to us all 
the meanings would have been seen. It is true that just as 
the hatching of the egg, the hidden meanings take shape so 
too the strong ability to grow and the “artistic ability” will 
uncover the secrets of the universe and give them a shape. 


It is well-known that the authorities in the world 
are quick to act in punishing those people who become 
unruly and do not mend their ways. They kill them or put 
them behind bars for life. They set their lodgings to fire 
and reduce them to ashes. They pull down tall buildings 
leveling it to the ground. The reason is that there ts no 
crime preater than the crime of mutiny and it, therefore, 
calls for a punishment that which is there no greater 
punishment. 


Then let us look at the children of Aadam ps .. 
They are the subjects of Allah. This wreath and heavens 
are above their abode. They are created for them alone. 
But, what is happening. They are unruly and mutinous 
everywhere. If they come to the True Path, it is for a very 
few days through the blinking lantern lends temporary 
support. So, it is certain that one day the mutiny will 
spread worldwide and become universal. Therefore, books 
were revealed, Messengers were sent and they gave 
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assurances of reward and punishment. But, they could not 
contain unruly behavior and it is foreboding that disbelief 
will spread all over and all the universe will become 
mutinous. It is natural that the Dominant attribute of Allah 
will manifest itself and wreck the universe and level it all 
over. The children of Aadam>s .,2 all of them, will be 
arrested and dealt with according to what they deserve. 
Those who desérve the reward will be awarded and those 
who call upon themselves for the punishment will be 
given appropriate punishment. (Qasim Nanatovi). 


WHY WILL MAN BE DEALT WITH ACCORDING TO HIS 
DEEDS: 


1. Man is faced with two opposing gravitational powers. 
One of these pulls him towards piety, and the other 
allures him towards evil. It is known that often man 
gets in his hearts evil thoughts and he is inclined 
towards evil as though someone pulls him to it. Then, 
sometimes he gets pious thoughts in his hearts and he 
is so inclined to do good as if he is being pulled to it 
by someone. Then, it happens at time’ that he 
perpetrates an evil and then leans towards piety and 
he is remorseful asking himself why he did an evil. 
There are occasions when he abuses someone and 
even beats him but repents later. He says to himself, 
“I did a very wrong thing”, and makes amend by 
doing something good to him or simply ask him to 
forgive him. 


Both these qualities are found in all men. The 
Islamic Shari'ah has called the pious inclination and 
motive as malak and it has termed the evil tendency 
as shaytan. |t has called the motivating force towards 
piety as an angel. The one who pull towards evil is 
shavtan or iblis. 
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Both these abilities are found in man. No one can 
deny that they exists in him. There is a wisdom in 
creating them. By being pious and doing good work, 
man may receive reward and entitled himself to it. If 
it was built-in feature in man that he would do 
nothing then that would not entitle him to reward in 
the least bit because that would have been a part of 
his instinct. But as it is, he is now between two 
different attractions opposite in direction. If he obeys 
the pull towards piety then he geis reward for that. 
The same thing applies to do evil or being wicked: he 
gets recompense accordingly. His return is in 
conformity with his obedience to whichever of the 
two factors that he faces. 


we Ath pd OWT Oly pot allen Lp OLS I 
“If he had been good, he would be rewarded good 
but if he had been bad he would get: a like 
recompense.” 


It is actually man’s misdeeds and his wrony belief 
that fetch him punishment. They will be represented 
in the shape of fire because of Allah’s wrath. 
(Because Allah know the result of everything, He has 
provided everything for that). If a piece of stone is 
vigorously rubbed, it produces fire. In the same way, 
the wrath of Allah when it strikes the wrong beliefs 
and misdeeds, it will produce flames of fire and the 
fire will engulf the unbeliévers and the wrong-doers. 
The fire of electricity combines with the inner fire of 
man himself and burn him out. In the same way_the 
fire of Allah adds to the fire of disbelief and 
misdeeds. Those people who live in such a way that 
they do not understand the will of Allah, their beliefs 
are wrong and they do not desist from evil then they 
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repose on a wrong idea and valiantly persist in evil 
doing. They do not realise there is within man himself 
the flame of Hell-fire as well as the spring of 
salvation. As the flame of the hell cool, the spring of 
salvation effervesces. However, man cannot realize 
these branches of knowledge unless he enters the fold 
of Islam in a sincere manner and uses the advantage 
of pure knowledge that the Holy Prophet ., 1 3: 
has brought. 


3. The reason behind giving reward and punishment is 
that man may pay heed to different conditions. When 
cattle graze on grass and beasts of prey eat flesh of 
smalf animals they keep themselves sound. If, on the 
other hand, cattle take to meat and beasts of prey 
praze on prass then their temperaments undergo a 
drastic change. The same thing happens with a man. 
If he does deeds that please Allah then his soul 
becomes pure and enlightened and his spiritual and 
angelic temperament is ideal. But, if he does anything 
wrong and lives against the wishes of Allah then his 
angaelic condition is marred and when he dies he is 
meted treatment that behoves him. 

REALITY OF PARADISE AND HELL: 

There is no doubt that in experiencing anything 
whether pleasant or unpleasant there is joy as well as pain. 
Joys is of the branch of piety and pain of the branch of 
evil. They will lead to Paradise and Hell. We understood 
too that all kinds of pleasant things in this world will also 
be found in Paradise even sexual relationship with one’s 
wife; rather, they may be found there to a greater degree. 
On the same basis every kind of worldly hardship will be 
found in Hell. Rather, they are to a greater degree, this 
should be not surprising. Besides, though the pleasant and 
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hardships may look-alike to those we came across in the 
world, they will not give the same experience because we 
do not come across pure things here, neither the good 
things nor the hardships. Those that will we face there will 
be pure. Nevertheless, it is true that Paradise and Hell do 
exists. 


WHERE ARE PARADISE AND HELL FOUND: 


The question is not worth paying attention to 
because it is an unintelligent question. It is not necessary 
that a thing is there only if we know where it is. There are 
many things on this very earth of which we know little or 
nothing. Thus, if they are on earth or Heavens and we do 
not know then what is suspicious about it and if they are 
outside these places then what is the bar to that. It is 
equally intelligent to suppose both possibilities to be 
correct, but according to the Traditions it should be 
beyond earth and heavens. 


WILL THE BLESSINGS OF PARADISE RESEMBLE THOSE 
OF THIS WORLD: 


The answer to this question is found in the Holy 
Qur’an, in the Words of Allah. 
“No soul knows what delight of the eyes is kept 
hidden from them.” 
(As-Sajdah, 32:17). 


The hadith also says about these delights of the 
eyes, | 
cane? OI Vy aly nels opt lall cots cute 
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“For the righteous slaves is prepared what no eye 
has seen and no ear has heard and what has not passed 
over any mortal’s heart.” 

Obviously the blessings of the world are not un- 
known to us. We know what milk is, what pomegranade is 
and what grapes are. We eat and drink these and other 
things. Thus, it is clear that things of Paradise are different 
and something we do not know but the only thing 
common about them is the name. Thus. if anyone suppose 
that Paradise is a collection of the blessings of the world 
then he has not understood even one word of the Qur’an. 
In the explanation of the verse of the Qur’an first cited 
above, our master the Holy Prophet 1; 3 4. has said 
that Paradise and its delight are what no eye has ever seen 
and no ear ever heard of it, and what never occurred to a 
heart while we, see the blessings of the world with our 
eyes, hear about them with our ears, and we have them in 
our hearts too. Thus Allah and His Messenger --) w 3 
tells us that these things are unique and unmatched, yet we 
overlook the Quran. If we link that we get the same milk 
in Paradise which is available on earth then it means the 
cows would be milked there too like they are here. In 
other words, there will be enclosures upon enclosures of 
bee-hives which the angel would search out and extract 
honey from them! They would then put the milk and 
honey into rivers. How do these idea goes with the verses 
of the Qur’an that assert that these things are yet unseen? 


THE HANDS AND FEET WILL SPEAK ON THE DAY OF 
RESURRECTION: 


The gramophone is enough to reinove the 
astonishment on this account. 
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OBSERVATION: 

Having written thus far, it seemed reasonable to 
append the following Appendices to this book. There are 
different writings on varying topics. | remembered having 
them so included them here. 


Appendix I 
(From the Monthly Aligarh, April, 1905 V 3 P144) 


iS [IT PROPER FOR MUSLIM TO ADOPT THE SOLAR 
CALENDAR: 


The more we gain in scientific knowledge and the 
more we learn of universal realities, the more will we see 
the truth of Islamic principies. On the face of it, the 
division of time according to the solar year is undoubtedly 
advantageous for the affairs of the world. The sphere of 
the earth revolves round the sun in 365 days a few hour 
and minutes, and rotates round its own axis. The 
revolution is divided into twelve parts, called months. The 
loss of the hours in the revolution is compensated every 
four years and of the minutes every fourth century by 
making it an Intercalary year. The result is that the seasons 
round the year are known every where from the months. 
As against this the lunar calendar does not tell us the 
advent or end of seasons and it does not divide time 
annually. The months of the lunar calendar pass through 
different seasons over the year. This is because the moon 
revolves round the earth in 29 days 12 hours, 2? minutes 
and 2.8 seconds. Thus, the new moon is sighted on the 
twenty-ninth or thirtieth day which is the period of a Junar 
month. The lunar year comprises about 355 days, at an 
average 10 or 11 days lesser than the solar year. In India 
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month every four years. that is after the end of every three 
years, but there is no change by addition or subtraction in 
an Islamic year so that every year is about ten or eleven 
days deficient and there is a circulation of seasons over 
the months round the year. 


Given these facts, it is worth considering whether 
there really is a draw back in the Islamic lunar year. It is 
true that the solar year affords great convenience to 
agriculture and trade by relating months with seasons but 
it is not really necessary to know the months for 
cultivation and harvesting because they rely mainly on 
changes in seasons. For instance, in India it is not enough 
that the month of July has begun for the farmers to sow 
seeds but they do it with the onset of the rainy season. If it 
were nol for the rains, July and August or May and June 
are simply months of the calendar like any other month. 
When the rainy season is over, the climate changes. It 
heralds the advent of winter. Every literate and illiterate 
person knows that winter will set in and they must make 
adequate preparations. Even the farmers know that and 
attend to their fields accordingly. They need not know 
what the month as called in English and how the Iranians 
name it. 


In short, it is wrong to say that the nomenclature of 
the solar months is convenient for trade and agriculture. 
Actually, it 1s the changes in the seasons on which trade 
and agriculture depend. Besides, this dependence on the 
solar months is felt to some degree in India alone where 
there are three seasons while in all other countries the 
rainy season is generally undefined. There are some 
countries that have no rain at all while in other hardly a 
day goes by without rain. Thus, while the solar year is 
necessary for defining time and period, it is not 
indespensible in conducting affairs of life. Further, if there 
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are certain advantages of the solar calendar in a few 
spheres there is also a great difficulty that there is no 
means for the civilized and uncivilized, the literate and 
illiterate, and the male and female population to determine 
the correct date if per chance they forget it. If they err in 
calculating the months how may, they find out what the 
correct month is? Is there a natural sign that they may 
depend on to solve their problem? The gist of our 
submission is that if it were not for the almanac or such 
man-made things, there is no natural phenomena for the 
common man to determine the dates of the solar calendar. 
Although, the solar calendar was adopted in India to meet 
their needs because of the three annual seasons yet they 
depend on the lunar calendar for their calculation. The 
shortage of days in its year was offset by adding an 
intercalary month after every three years but Islam, that is- 
a universal religion forbids adding of this month. We see 
that advancement of knowledge tells us the reason for the 
disallowance. The lunar calendar affords the Muslim — 
whether he is educated or not, whether he is in the green 
fields of India or in the desert of Arabia or Africa ~an easy 
way to determine the beginning of a month by sighting the 
new moon. He does not have to ask the pundit or consult 
an almanac. Rather, he sees that the almanacs are often 
wrong in calculating lunar dates. 

We know that the affairs of life that require 
calculation of time also include worship in religion. It is 
the first need of man no matter to what class he belongs. 
Times of prayer and worship are determined in every 
religion. They are on a daily basis as well as yearly basis. 
For tnstance, Islam has two annual forms of worship — 
fasting and pilgrimage (Hajj). Fasting is prescribed for a 
month and Hajj is performed on a particular day. This is 
perhaps to preserve uniformity, or the Creator may know 
of any other reason for that. Anyway, every religion of the 
world calls upon its adherents to determine a time or 


period. It is noteworthy that if the cold days of December 
and January were selected for Fasting when they are 
shorter too or, the best duration of the year, March and 
September, when days and nights are of equal length — 
then Islam would have been accused of choosing the most 
convenient days for fasting. If, on the other hand, a period 
between April and August were selected for fasting, its 
days being very hot and more inconvenient, the adherents 
of Islam might have felt it very severe and hard on them. 
A Fixed schedule of fasting and Hajj would have brought 
about criticism from one or other group of people. 


However, the discussion thus far is based on 
ancient information. I wish to show how far modem 
knowledge has thrown light on this subject. Thus, those 
who are well-versed in this subject know that the equator 
divides the sphere of earth in two halves, the northern and 
the southern hemispheres .The sun is over the northern 
hemisphere for Six months and over the southern for the 
rest of the year. The result is that the seasons are quite the 
opposite in the two hemispheres. When it is summer over 
Europe, Asia, northern America, and northern Africa, it is 
winter over South Africa, South America, and Australia. 
‘Thus, if the Islamic calendar was based on the solar 
system, Ramadan, the month of fasting, would be in 
summer in one hemisphere and in winter in the other 
perpetually; this means, that if people on one side are in 
comfort, those on the other will face severity because, 
length of days and nights vary with season. Days are 
anything between 12 and 20 hours long in summer but 
between 12 and 14 hours in winter. Thus, if the month of 
fasting was June, the people in the northern hemisphere 
would fast between fourteen and twenty hours in very hot 
weather while those in the southern hemisphere would fast 
between six to eight hours in relative comforts. It would 
be very strange and cannot be expected of Him Who has 
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created the earth because He does know the conditions 
and climate on earth. Besides, religion that calls for that 
would be a local religion not a universal religion. The 
lunar year dispenses with this difficulty. In thirty-six years 
its months pass through every solar season. If one form of 
worship falls in summer at a time a few years later it 
would fall in Autumn, then winter and finally Spring. The 
month of fasting thus, passes through every season and 
every part thereof in both the hemispheres. This dispenses 
justice. The religion of Islam is the true religion of Allah 
who is Wise, Owner, and Creator of eveything and all 
affairs and Aware of everything. Only He can create such 
_a procedure. The time when the light of Islam spreads to 
South America, Transvaal and Australia were unknown. 
The difference is in the seasons of the two hemispheres 
was unknown. 


On the same basis the pilgrimage (Hajj) also falls 
in different months and seasons over the years. The 
pilgrims get an opportunity to travel in every month of the 
year. Thus, the forgoing details prove that the lunar year 
alone is just and suitable for the Muslims of the world not 
the solar year. 


APPENDIX Il 


(From Musheer Muradabad nor.1913) 
Re opt elt bi > 4 wh play 
Among the authentic Ahadith, there is a Hadith 
which says: 


“The door of repentance will not be closed as long 
as the sun does not rise from the place of its 
setting.” 


Repentance will be approved from every sinner 
unul the sun rises from its place of setting. When that 
happens the door of repentance will be shut and no one's 
repentance will be approved. This is a hadith about whose 
credibility there can be no doubt, and it does not have a 
hidden meaning whereby one who doubts may interpret it 
any other way. In fact, it affords an Opportunity to the 
educated young men and so-called ‘broad-minded’ people 
whether philosophers or scientist to raise an objection to 
this hadith. Only a sincere Islamic-minded person will 
accept this hadith. These others (may Allah Forbid 
imitation of the disbelievers) say, “What a wrong notion! 
What an Islamic preditiction! How is it that Muslim 
scholar believe in it. It cannot be supported by 
intelligence, nor proved by observation.” Similar words of 
disapproval will rise from different people. Some with 
little knowledge will ask about the setting place referred to 
in the hadith, the west. They will argue that the setting 
point of the sun in the west changes in degrees somewhat 
and they will ask which of these points of setting the 
hadith refers; at which of these places will the sun rise on 
the Day of Resurrection? Then, if the sun will rise at each 
of these points in the west on different days then it will 
rise on 180 days at 180 different points meaning 180 
“Days of Resurrection!” In other words, people will 
continue to object on this hadith and those with a little 
scientific bent will reject it outright until it is proved 
scientifically. They believe only in established facts 
confirmed by science but they do not believe in heavenly 
revelation. Those who do not reject it openly in due 
respect of their elders, nevertheless, reject it in their hearts 
and think of it as an impossibility. So it is imperative that 
we have great speakers and scholar well versed in modern 
science as well as religious doctrines and knowledge. 
They should use the philosophy of Imam Ghazali and 
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Imam Razi 54+, they had subjected ancient philosophy to 
Islamic teachings. 


_ | Have digressed from the main subject which is to 
prove that the sun will rise from the west; so, let me return 
to it. 


On the face of it, this thing seems impossible but 
the fact is that latest scientific knowledge makes it 
possible that the sun will mse in the west. We must, 
however, make it clear that the west and east as 
understood in common parlance are mere supposed 
directional names, the rising place of the sun is termed 
east and of its setting the west’ although there is a ‘new 
east’ and a ‘new west’ everyday. The change begin from 
the fist point of Tropic of Cancer to the last of Tropic of 
Sagittarius —from 25™ June to 25" December, there is a 
‘new east’ and a ‘new west’ everyday. Then because the 
sun lights 90 degrees of the east and as much of the west 
through its rays on longitude, every day, the east of a 
people is the west of those people who are twelve 
thousand miles to the east. This is a daily feature 
displaying the difference of the east and west. But we are 
not concerned with this ‘west’ and many may not even 
accept my foregoing explanation so | will confine myself 
to the real ‘west’ to which the hadith refers and assert that 
which it predicts. Here, I may also assert that I am not 
concerned with those who do not subscribe to religion and 
who say that the universe was created incidentally or by 
accident because that is another subject and needs a 
separate discussion. But, he who believe that the sun is not 
created by itself but has been created by someone must 
apree that when it was created it would have risen from a 
point and known its light on earth. That point is the true 
east of the sun. And the point to which it would have 
come after a night and a day of equal length would be the 


we Wisdom benind the Commands of Islam 


true west. This point is known only to Allah. The thing to 
remember is that the hadith say 4. -» “from its west” or 


“from its place of setting”. The words are not ,% + .-“from 


your west”. These words make it clear that our “west” is 
only a nomenclature and it makes clear that the Holy 
Prophet 1, wi 3: knew already that the west was 
different for different areas so he qualified it as the west of 
the sun. Thus, the west on the first day it set after rising at 
the first point in the east will be its point of rising on the 
Day of Resurrection. The world will be upturned and the 
east may become the west and vice versa. 


Nae 2 Yl Joe py 
On the day when the earth will be changed to other 


than the earth.’ 
(Ibrahim, 14:48) 


It has been asserted that Allah knows the real east 
and west of the sun. However, we have yet to disucuss 
how the sun will rise in the west and this is a difficult 
proposition which ts not easy to believe. But, we are 
grateful that modern science has come to confirm this 
possibility and it is known since the last four hundred and 
fifty years. The compass was then invented and the north 
pole was established through it. The four direction were 
then marked. Columbus used it to advantage in shipping 
and gave the industry boost. However, if the astronomers 
in London or Paris were asked they would reveal that the 
needle of the compass has been moving from the north to 
the east as discovered by present day research. The point 
that was north about four hundred and fifty years ago will 
become the point of west after some centuries. This means 
that the other directions will also change accordingly. 
Thus west wil] become South, South will become east. 


' The Irn Translation savs. ‘chansed tn annther earth’ 
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This is what the hadith means. Allah, the Omnipotent will 
make the west the east. We know this since about four 
hundred and fifty years that the northem pole move to the 
west but the position before that is only known to Allah, 
the Knower of the secrets, and He alone knows which was 
the real point of sun’s first rising in the east and how 
much more time there is before it will come to the onginal 
west. If the astronomer had not revealed this movement as 
discovered through the compass, we would never have 
solved this question. Our modern-educated youth would 
never have believed that the hadith spoke the truth. It is 
the Mercy of Allah that the very tool of the antagonists of 
Islam, modem research, was instrumental in proving the 
authenticity of the hadith. 


AN ADDITIONAL WORD: 


According to some versions, the sun will begin to 
Tise again from the east. I have written on this in detail in 
my Tafseer but if anyone cannot understand then it is 
euough for him to heed the foregoing for that is better than 
outright rejection. He may only heed the fact that the sun 
will rise from its setting place. This part is found in many 
Ahadith. He may not base his argument on the version 
about the details on this prediction. If not, the answer is 
that He who has formed these rules and procedures is also 
Able to change them whenever He wishes whether that be 
for a day or for ever. Further, if anyone doubts this 
statement because of what the solving verse say 


Yad dat a4 
You shall not find any change in Allah’s wont. 
(Al-Ahzab 33:62). 
Then he must know that it does not say that Allah 
will not change his practices but that anyone other than 


Allah will not change it -that no one can change the ways 


of Allah, His procedures, etc. 


APPENDIX III 
(From Khabrat 1334 AH) 


An essay on the question of presentation of deeds 
and their being weighed. They are a presentation and to 


weigh 
intellectual point of view. 
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The King said: Now tell me about you. How long 
will you speak about this man and that man? What is it 
that you have? And, what have you accumulated? What 
pearls have you brought from the depth of the seas? 

When death comes, this, your greed will be futile. 
Do you have the light of the spirit — the companion of the 
heart? For, in the grave, dust will fill this eye: So, do you 
have that which will illuminate your grave? My dear 
friend! The light of the heart is in the soul. O arrogant! Do 
not think it may be begged. When these, your hands and 
feet crumble up, it is with spiritual perfection that your 
soul may fly up, while the soul of the animals dies with 
death, human soul stay eternally alive when he dies, “ He 
who comes with piety” ‘does not imply the doing of piety 
but it is to bear them to the presence of Allah. Do you 
possess the jawhar (essence) of humanity or are a 
complete donkey? When these things accidents pass away, 
how caf you take them to Allah? These things prayers and 
fasting - that cannot subsist in both the worlds become 
extinct. Such things cannot be transported but they remove 
deficiencies from the jewel (human being). They bring 
about a change in the jewel in the same way as abstinence 
and prevention brings relief in illness. Through effort self- 
denial is instrumental in perfecting the jewel (human 
being) just as a sour taste becomes sweet through 
prevention. 

{Righteous deeds will illuminate the grave. The 
jewel (Gfawhar) is used to describe that which is not 
dependent on any other for its existence but it exists on its 
own nature. While the accident (‘ard) is that cannot exist 
by itself but is dependant on the doer, for example colour, 
etc. prayer and fasting are results of activities - and 
sayings. Their existence is now and here but after that they 
will not exist in other times. ‘Ard (our translation, 


I The verse of Qur'an, (al ~Anam, B: 140) 
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accident) cannot be transferreds) from place to place. The 
sickness refers to bad character. 

Cultivation changes dust into grain. Treatment 
grows hair on baldhead. Marrying a woman was like an 
accident that passed away. A son, a substance an essence 
was produced by us. The copulation of horse or camel is 
an accident - the dim was to produce the young a 
substance. To plant a garden is an accident but its fruit 
became the substance and that is the objective. Think of 
chemistry too as an accident: a friend receives the 
substance (gold. in this case) from the chemist (and that is 
the objective). O king! to polish something is an accident 
but this accident cleans the jawhar (the substance) (and 
that is the objective), So (the summing up of the king’s 
speech), you say ‘I have done these deeds’, show your 
produce, do not mun away. 

The speech of the king tells us that a man’s 
worship and righteousness are all ‘ard, which cannot be 
transfetred and will not be presented before the majestic 
court of Allah. Their soul will be presented and that is the 
jawhar (the essence). Worship grows and polishes and 
refines the soul. The king ends his speech by saying: to-do 
so is an accident. Keep quiet. Do not slaughter the shadow 
of the goat as you sacrifice. Thai is, man’s deeds are 
accidents and the goat 1s the substance, while its shadow is 
the accident. If the goat is sacrificed the jawhar, the 
essence — that will be a mans nearness to Allah, not if the 
shadow is sacrificed; that is, the real thing should be 
presented not the substitute. 

The slave responded: O King! There js 
nothing but dejection for intelligence if you say that 
accident cannot be transported. O king! It is nothing but 
dejection for a slave if we say that the accident that is 
gone is not to return ever. If accidents were not 
transferable, to do would be futile and to say (would be) 
an outer peel. These accidents will transfer in another way 


Set ee Ot I oe ba Fi 


and every perishable will and up in another existence. 
{The speech of the slave may be summarized thus: if we 
call worship ‘ard (an accident) and decide that it is not 
transferable then worship will lose its significance and 
worshippers will be dejected. And why say how can 
worship as ‘ard be transferred from the world to the court 
of Allah? While it is true the accidents will remain what 
they are, yet if they are transported in the form of jawhar 
then how can there be an intelligent doubt for that? 
Besides, Shariah has told us that each of man’s worship 
and deeds will take a peculiar form of jawahar (substance) 
and will be presented before the court of Allah. 
Transference will be commensurate with nature and every 
flock will have a shepherd suitable to its nature. On the 
Resurrection every ‘ard will have a form and for every 
form a time (will be appointed). There is a pastor for the 
camels and one for the sheep and accidents will be 
modeled in different forms of jawhar substances for 
which a time is determined. Here are some examples that 
reveal that an ‘ard takes the form of a jawhar. 

Look at yourself! You were an accident when 
someone was attracted to someone else sexually. The 
sleeping together of father and mother is an accident that 
took the form of a substance in the child. (Then) look at 
palaces and houses- they were imaginations in the minds 
of architects — that house that we had seen was very 
beautiful, its verandah, ceiling and doors so appropriate! 
The imaginative conception of the architect brings from 
the forests the pillars. The conception of the architect is an 
accident that takes the form of buildings .as substances. 
What is the base and asset of every profession, except 
imagination and thought as accident? It is not the architect 
-engineer alone but every professional conceive through 
imagination a plan and that is an accident and that 
imagination then takes the practical shape of a substance. 
Look at every particle of the world without nersonal 
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ambition —nothing but accident is seen. It was the thought 
first and then the deed, think of the creation the first time 
in this very manner. There is a famous saying, which 
means the idea proceeds the action. Every part of creation 
before Time was first tied down within knowledge and 
then they were brought into external existence. Thus, fruit 
are first found in the thought of the mind and finally 
manifest themselves in a practical form. The planting of a 
garden is in on the designing table of imagination but 
finally that design takes a practical shape until then its 
fruit are imaginative. When you have’ worked and planted 
the trees, it is as though you read the first letter at the 
conclusion. Although the branches, root and leaves. are 
first there, they are all sent for the fruit. So that chief who 
was the brain of these heavens at last became the owner of 
Lau Laak {the owner of Lau Laak is the Holy prophet. 
There 1s a hadith qudsi meaning, “O Muhammad if ] had 
not created you. I would not have created the universe” 

“The object in creating the universe actually was to create 
the Holy Prophet -,  s 2. So, he was brought forward 
at the last, after all else. According to scholars of hadith 
the text is correct but the hadith is not authentic.} This 
discussion and speech are the explanation of accidents. 
They were mere imaginations, which became substances 
later on. They are like the tale of jackal and lion which 
began as an imagination but end up as fictional tales. All 
the entire universe was an accident as described (in the 
Qur’an).... {Has there not come upon man a period of 
time when he was nothing that could be mentioned?}' 
This tells us that the universe came into existence from 
non-entity. This accident (the world) — how was it 
created? From images! And these images-from what were 
they crated? From imaginative thoughts! That is, these 
images were imaginative images before words of realities. 


' Al-Insan, 76:1 


This world a knowledge of the perfect Intellect (Allah) 
and this Intellect (Allah) is the King and the thought 
{images of knowledge) are like (His) envoys. That is, 
these exemplary images are created through the 
knowledge of Allah. The first world is the hall of trial 
while the second world is the (place of reward of this deed 
and that. O King! Your servant behaves untruthfully (and 
cheats) and that accident becomes (the essence:) chains 
and prison. And when your slave did good service, was 
not that accident a robe of honor when he strived to serve. 
The service was an accident, which manifests itself in the 
robe of honor, which is the substance (jawhar). The 
relationship of this accident with substance is like that of 
the egg with the bird. This from that and that from this is 
born continuously always. The relationship between 
accident and substance being like the relationship between 
egg and hen, it always happens that the chick is born from 
the egg and the egg from the hen. 


The king intended to test his slave. So, he 
questioned him and the aim of the questioning was to 
judge the behavior of the two slaves which of them was 
well behaved and well mannered. The king disgraced him 
who behaved badly. But, this deduction can only be done 
by an ‘aarif (one who knows the inner thoughts) and he 
question only to test someone. 


The question was “Say something about yourself. 
How have you tried to make your soul good?” And in 
exposition he referred to a verse of the Qur’an. Allah had 
said, x+t  »» Whoever bring one good. 
(Al-Aa’nam 6:160). 
He has not said, “Whoever performs good” #4 pc +. 
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This shows that the good is not itself a 
performance but the source or fountain of the deed, or 
human spirit. That human should be perfected with deeds 
and brought before Allah the true Creator. The bringing 
can refer to the jewel (something tangibles) not to the 
petition itself because «i 3 3.1 |», “The petition does not 
subsist in the Aameen.”' 

Further j- Ji Je - jeny 21 2vi “Motives cannot transfer from 
place to place.” and bringing something is a sort of 
transfer. That which is brought may be prefected deeds or 
jewels of the spirit 

d= 3 >,,1) (and was brought for him the like of it ). 


The slave responded to him by saying, “Your 
argument that motives are not transférred is improper. 
Transfer is possible and it is also possible the other way 
but the former is preferred. If it is in the interest of the 
populace that impossibility of transfer should not be 
mentioned because if they hear that their deeds will not 
transfer to the hereafter they will be disappointed because 
of their poor understanding and will become lazy in 
performing them. Some Ahadiths of glad tidings have not 
been publicised for this very reason. The transfer of the 
petition is posstble and there is no sound argument against 
it. This is the answer, the rest is an explanation 


There is only one doubt through reasoning against 
transfer of deeds. Although it is possible that deeds will be 
transferred form the world to the Hereafter and it is 
explained that they would be weighed yet it is obvious 
from these details that the doer will not be weighed. There 
are two possibilities either the petition will remain such or 
change into jewels tangible. But, both these are false. 


' Supplication, “Grant us our prayer.” 


However, we see in this world when there is a movement 
between two-places that it is possible for only one thing to 
both: a petition and a jewel. The petition is in the mind 
and the jewel is outside it. 


Further, it is possible that, what is in this world, is 
present at its place (tangible) not be the same thing. This 
is why those who see with the inner eye when they talk of 
the Unseen world in relation to this (seen) world use 
words of ‘imagination’ etc. We also find existence of such 
things in the unseen world which do not exist in their 
places here (are not tangible). Thus, this is understood in 
the words the Holy prophet i» 31 gu: 


da sadll ope Whit pli Mis CSL Cali p> JI! gh UL 
“When Allah created ar-rahm (ties of relationship), 


it stood up and said. “This is the place for him who 
seeks refuge in You from being cut off.” 


There are many ahadith that speak of such things 
in the hereafter too. For instance the hadiths 


OLE LUIS Lal ey OLE OL ne JT, 3 aul ot 
fi 
Surely surah al Bagarah and Aal-Imran will come 


on the Day of Resurrection as two clouds, or two 
shades, or two flocks of birds in ranks. 


And the prophet 1). 4. said: 

Eland j yrat 0) ne 3 daLall ey tl sy 
“On the Day of Resurrection, the world will be 
brought in the form of an old woman.” 
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Thus, it is because of such examples that this 
world is also called “The world of Examples”, as, indeed, 
Shah Waliullah has said in “Al-Hujjat Allah al Baligah: 
and referred to many ahadith. 

Mawlaua Jalaluddin has:explained it in writings. 


When anyone plants a sajdah or a ruku, it becomes 
paradise in the next world. {Sajdah, and ruku are 
respectively postures of prostration and bowing in 
prescribed or voluntary prayers. The fruit ‘and 
consequence of man’s worship is paradise.} When his 
mouth utters the praise of Allah, the Lord of dawn (Rabba 
al-Falaq,) transforms it into a bird of Paradise. {The 
hymns that man sings in praise of Allah, he will find them 
as birds in Paradise.} Your praise and glorifying are not 
like birds (in appearance} though the birds are aerial 
creatures. {When man praises and glorifies Allah, they 
will resemble birds in Paradise in that praise and 
glorification are aerial and air is essential for birds too but 
there is no facial resemble in them.} When you plant self- 
denial and Zakah with your hand, that hand (really) plants 
date seeds and trees on the other side. {The rightious 
deeds of man are seen in Paradise as trees.}{The tears of 
your patience are the water of rivers in Paradise while the 
rivers of milk in Paradise are the love and friendship you 
displayed. The yearning for worship will be rivers of 
honey while your absorption and deep desire will be rivers 
of wine. {The different rivers are attributed to different 
actions. Rivers of water to patience, of milk to love and 
friendship, of honey to engrossment in worship and of 
wine to absorption in love of Allah and deep 
desire. }These means (to the rewards) have no resemblance 
to consequences (rewards) because these means were 
within your power, the four rivers too were subservient to 
you. {That is, Just as the means to the four rivers were 


available to the worshipers. these rivers themselves wil! be 
within the powers of the dwellers of paradise and they will 
flow whichever side the dwellers of Paradise may choice.} 
You drop it as you like and you do with them, as you 
found suitable for the characteristic. {Man has authority 
over his sperms, so too the fruit of it that is the children 
are obedient to him.} Just as your sperm is in your control, 
the offspring from it are alert to your commands. 
{Children act according to the orders of their father for 
they know that they are born from a drop from their 
father, which he has placed in the womb of their mother}. 
Your son runs to (obey) your command (saying) I am a 
part of you that you had mortgaged. Everything in this life 
was under your command-even those running rivers were 
under you command. {The qualities that peculiarised the 
rivers were within one’s powers so the people of paradise 
will have control over the rivers too.} Those trees will 
obey your commands for they bear fruit because of your 
characteristics. {The trees of Paradise will have grown of 
the qualities within the powers of the dwellers of paradise, 
they will also be in their powers.} Since the bounties of 
Paradise are within your power so those returns for you at 
that place will be under your command — {just as the 
things of paradise are created through man’s pious deeds, 
so too the punishment in Hell are created from the sins of 
men.} When your hands has injured an oppressed, that 
tree was planted which grows Zaqqum. {The denizens of 
Hell will be given this plant to eat; it is a biter plant} You 
gave rise to fire in hearts through (your) anger, so you 
became an asset of the Fire of Hell. {Anger becomes an 
asset of the fire of Hell.} Here, your fire burnt men, so 
what grew from it will (also) bum human beings. {The 
fire of man’, anger burns men, so the Fire of Hell will also 
burn men}. Your fire is directed to men, so the fire crated 
from it will also flare up on mankind. 
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APPENDIX IV 


TESTIMONIES OF NON-MUSLIMS ABOUT THE QUALITIES 
OF ISLAM AND QUR’AN WHICH ARE COMMENTARIES 
ON THE WORDS 

ee a Sigel foal 


(Excellences are what the enemies also confirm) 


(A) From Wakil June 1913 
ISLAMIC OBLIGATIONS CONCERNING HYGIENE: 


The German orientalist Joachim Wolfe has written 
a thesis in a well-known German joumal, The Heif on the 
Islamic obligations concerning good health. This is what 
he says: 
“If we look carefully at the principles, beliefs and rules of 
the religion of Islam we are confronted with the truth clear 
as daylight that the Muslims today are miles away from 
observing them. If these Muslims are inspired by some 
determined spirit that comes out into the open from the 
hidden and brings them back to the original and correct 
platform then there is no doubt that their potential will 
touch the skies. May be not on the political field but on 
the mora] social and scholarly field. They can tum into a 
very significant worldly power to reckon with. I am not 
now concerned with the political side of Islam. I only wish 
to discuss one of two important factors on which none of 
the Europeans has thus far pondered. This relates to the 
rules and regulations that the Qur’an has made obligatory 
for its followers concerning hygiene and good health. | 
can say with great assurance that the Qur’an excels all] the 
other heavenly books in this regard. If we look at the 
marvelous but simple obligations concerning hygiene that 


are found in the Qur’an and remember that those ' 
observe them are promised entry into Paradise and if 
ponder over the wisdom behind it, we will realize that 
not the Asians received the heavenly Book and word: 
Allah the Europeans would have found the land of / 
more problematic for them. 


By imposing clear and explicit guidance 
cleanliness and purity. Islam has countered the dea 
bacteria. Its rules concerning ablution and bath are ba 
on farsight and wisdom. 

Bath necessitates keeping the entire body pure 
clean. On the other hand. ablution necessitates clean 
and purifying all those organs of the body that rem 
uncovered in one’s day-to-day activities. The face 
washed, teeth are brushed with the siwak, and the nost) 
are cleaned. These are essentials of hygiene are discharg 
through running water which is naturally free from ger 
and is pre-condition (of ablution and bath). The Propl 
Sayyidna Muhammad ..,. 3 ~ has foreseen the risk 
diseases like cholera etc in the flesh of swine and ott 
prohibited animals. The method of slaughtering 1 
animals as prescribed by the Holy Prophet 1, w i: 1 
very necessary to observe and it is very significant. The 
is foul matter in the blood of animals because of heat a 
humidity and these are likely to grow thousands 
diseases that are poisonous and dangerous for hum 
beings. Therefore, it is necessary to let plenty of blo 
come out of the animal when it is slaughtered. 

Bath and ablution result in cleanness and pur 
and promote a hygienic body. The third significant a 
worthwhile condition is exercise, which is achiev 
through regular prayer. 
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The various postures of prayer —standing, bowing 
standing-a-while again. and prostrations ~are based on 
great wisdom and thinking. If the people of Europe had 
offered the Islamic prayer regularly they would not have 
had to discover fresh forms of exercise every now and 
then. The hot weather of Asia grows extra fat in man’s 
body the particular emphasis in spreading the hands and 
pulling them back in prostration help counter the 
disadvantages of corpulence. The number of wives 
allowed to man in Islam is a unique principle to preserve 
the ummah from the irreparable damage through low 
numbers (of people). 


We, the Europeans, must value it. It is a principle 
that if followed when necessary prevents diseases, which 
hamper procreation ability. You will find very few 
unmarried old women in Asia who suffer from hysteria 
because they could not find a marriage partner. It is a 
great favor of Islam, that it has disallowed drugs, narcotics 
and intoxicants, a favour which man can never repay. As 
claimants to civilized living the Europeans would envy 
Muslims on this account to think little of the borrowed life 
and not to care for it keeping a firm belief on the absolute 
All-Powerful, Allah, and at the same time, to value 
hygienic living —all these ensure enduring strength and 
stability to human body. 

However, if in spite of Asia’s superiority over us 
in some fields it lags behind us (Europeans) in many ways 
then there are particular reasons for that. Among the 
various reasons, is the cosmopolitan nature of the 
population, which comprises different kinds of people 
many of whom have only a nodding acquaintance with 
Islam. Another reason is the marriage of women of non- 
Arabs descent into pure Arab Muslim families causing 
damage to their identity. It is nature’s working that only 
that thing is perfect which is pure. Anyway the excellence 


and high status of Islamic education is as obvious as the 
brightness of the sun. With the living together of different 
people, its principles are even more worthy of 
appreciation and praise. The question does arise: while 
Islam is not found today in its true form among the 
Muslims of the world anywhere and a corrupted form has 
put them on the wrong path and in the dark alleys of 
ignorance, what, after all, will be their end? At the same 
time, we must also ask: what would have become of the 
people who are known as Muslims if there was no Islam? 
Not only that, if Islamic civilization had not spread in the 
world, we may wonder what would have been our own 
condition and how would we have faced? It is an 
obligation upon us to repay the favor, received by us 
through Arabic sciences and arts by not forgetting it. The 
Arabs had translated the philosophy of Aristotle, in their 
language and that coupled with their own excellent 
writings and works were translated into our languages. 
These were thus available to us. In this way, we received 
them much earlier than we would have received them in 
their original Greek form. We need not go very far back in 
history. Just a few hundred years ago Andulus was the 
fountain of knowledge, tt was the Arab-Islamic dar al 
uloom’, there. Even today, we can derive much benefit 
from literally, house of sciences, schools Islam’s political 
sciences” 


B from Madinah Bajnor 9th March, 1917 v6 No. 19 


A GERMAN DOCTOR’S ATTACHEMENT TO THE 
MESSENGER OF ISLAM: 


A famous German doctor had written an article in 
the newspaper An Nasihah. We present here a summary 
of the article so that it may be realized that the teachings 


' Literally, house of science, school. 
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of hadith are so reasonable that any sane persons will 
accept them no matter to what religion he belongs. Here is 
what German doctor writes: 


“Since the time I learnt of the speedy remedy for 
da-alkalb (hydrophobia) in ammonium c.loride, ] have a 
great regard for the glorious Prophet (Muhammad wi. 
r-,). It was the light of his saying that guided me to the 
discovery. ] had read his Hadith whose interpretation is: If 
a dog licks a vessel, wash it seven times —six times with 
water and the seventh with earth. When I read this hadith I 
felt that one cannot take in words of a Messenger of the 
standing of Muhammad (1, 3 4) lightly. There is 
surely a secret benefit in his words. Therefore, | analyzed 
the particles of dust and used each of the particles 
separately for treatment of hydrophobia. Finally, as I came 
to experiment on ammonium chloride, I discovered that it 
was the very treatment for this disease, Why did the 
Prophet (-.,.» 5.) emphasize on cleaning the vessel with 
dust? It is because there is always ammonium chloride in 
dust. If he had specifically asked ammonium chloride be 
used for cleaning then it might have created difficulties 
because of its unavailability. Whereas, dust is freely 
available always and it contains this element. This was the 
best method of cleaning vessels. Then, there is the hadith 
of the Prophet .L, a du, 


“Fever is a portion of hell, so he should quench it 
with water.” 


The doctors of medicine used to deride this hadith, 
although the meaning of the Prophet’s (1, «i 48 uw) words 
was that the bilious fever may be cured by cold water. 
Research has now revealed that it is not merely cold water 


that cures fever but also ice. Thus, many of his ahadith are 
essence of the science of medicine, and research has 
confirmed them as correct. I respect this Messenger ( 41 
-~,++) and assert that there has never been a doctor of his 
caliber in the history of mankind. 
pny Sihry tae ST yey ane le Jo pl 
O Allah, shower your blessings on Muhammad 


and on the family of Afuhammad, and your favors 


and peace. 
Cc From Wahdat of 2 February, 1925.V2, No. 21 


THE QURAN IS THE BEST OF REVEALED BOOKS 


Doctor Maurice, a well-known French scholar am 
orientalist and well-versed in Arabic, had translated t* 
Holy Qur'an into French at the command of the French 
government. He had commented in an article published in 
the journal Le Barul Francis Roman on yet another French 
translation of the Qur'an by Solomon Renache. He refuted 
the objections raised by the latter in his translation. Doctor 
Maurice wrote: . 

“What is the Qur’an? If there can be a dignified, 
praiseworthy thing which thirty million people (forty 
million, author) hold with esteem then it is the Qur'an. 
This Book is superior than all other heavenly Books in 
terms of the beauty of its aims meanings, and its style. We 
can say that it is the best of the Books prepared by nature 
for mankind as its perpetual favour to them. Its themes for 
the betterment of man are far better than those of Greek 
philosophers. It ts full of praise for the Creator of heavens 
and earth. Its words overflow with the Glory of Allah who 
has created these things and guided them according to 
their capabilities.” 

D From Wahadat 8 February 1925 
Mr. Amold White had written in the Islamic Review of 


RAnw TOTA The lecenn tanaht hur tha anatinanse Nenad wud 
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the new Protocol through the Jews (half of the Europe 
worships a Jew, that is Christ and the rest worships a 
Jewess that is Maryan) is to behave in a humane way ‘vith 
mankind and to respect the wishes of all people. But, the 
Qur’an teaches the Muslims great warfare, compassion in 
their private lives, good treatient, generosity, bravery and 
fraternal ties. 

E From the Wahdat 8" February 1925, V2 no. 26. 


Baba Nanak has written, “I have read the Torah, 
Zahur and Injeel (Torat, Psalus and Bible) and Veda but 
only the Qur’an is worth excepting. It gives peace to the 
heart. The fact is that the Book of Truth and Faith which 
pleases the heart and enriches is only the Qur’an. 


F From the Wahdat 8" February 1925, V2 no. 26. 


Professor Edward D.G.Brown has stated in his 
work Literary History of Persia “I peruse the Zoroastrian 
scriptures and the Qur’an and endeavor to reflect on their 
meanings. I go on appreciating its value but get tired on 
reading the Zoroastrian scriptures. 


G From the Wahdat 8" February 1925, V2 no. 26. 

The Encyclopedia of Britannica says in its vol.J6 
p99, 

“The various parts of the Qur'an are different from 
each other in meaning. Many verses are based on 
religious and moral teachings. It recalls the 
beauties of nature, previous revelations, lives of 
Prophets, and the greatness of Allah-His bounties 
and Truth. In particular it teaches through the Holy 
Prophets Muhammad ,.,.» 4. the unity of Allah 
and His Omnipotence. It declares idolatry and 
worship of creatures as unlawful (and this 
disallowance includes calling Jesus Christ as the 
son of Allah). It is very correctly said of the 
Qur’an that is the most widely-read Book in the 
world.” 


H From the Wahdat 8" February 1925, V2 no. 26. 


In 1877, Doctor Cannon Issac had delivered a 
speech in his capacity as President of National churches of 
England. It was carried in the London Times about that 
time. The gist of his speech was that Islam’s foundation 
was laid on the Qur’an that raises aloft the banner of 
Civilization and proclaims that man must learn what he 
does not know. It emphasis that he must wear clean 
garments and keep clean and tidy. What it commands, it is 
imperative to welcome and to steadfastly pursue. 
Undoubtedly, all the principles of Islam are lofty and its 
peculiarity is that it promotes civilization. 


[ From Wahdat of 8th February 1925, v2 no 26. 


The Herbert Lectures carry the words, “The Islamic 
law is made up of praiseworthy principles. What is more 
praiseworthy is that it has succeeded exceptionally well in 
teaching these principles and in their observation. The 
Islamic Shari’ah is a collection of high-ranking intelligent 
laws. The merits and deeds that it recommends are so 
excellent and deserving that the guidelines of any famous 
Christian will not compare with them.” 


J From Wahdat of 8th February 1925, v2 no 26. 


Mr. Woodwall Jess published a translation of the 
Qur'an. He writes, “The more we look at this Book (the 
Qur’an) from different angles the more its meanings 
highlight upon us fresh vistas, enrapture and overpower 
us. It gets us to respect the Qur’an. In terms of its subjects 
and objectives, its style is marvelous. Its objectives and 
style touch great heights. This book wil] go on displaying 
its effects in every period of time. 
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Glossary 
A 

Abdal (s, abdal) a rank among sufis. 
Ahadith plural of hadith. 
Ahl al-bayt people of the house (of the Prophet 

ploy ale dt Le 
Ahl al-Kitab people of the book. 
‘Ajami a non-Arab. 
‘Aqeeqah the event often held seven days 


after birth when a name is given 
and a sacrifice is offered and the 
new bom’s hair are shaved and 
silver or gold equal to its weight 
donated in charity.! 
Asma.al-husna beautiful Names of Allah. 


“Asr the afternoon prayer, four rakaat 
fard. 

As-salah prayer, benediction on the Holy 
Prophet pte, ae iil Jo. 

Awliya friends (of Allah), deeply devoted 
men, (pl. of wali). 

Awtad a stake. 

Azan the call to prayer, sounded five 
times in the day. 

B 

Barzakh the intervening period between 
death and resurrection (in the grave 
or otherwise ). 

Bayt Allah House of Allah, the Ka’bah at 
Makkah. 


Bir a particular tree. 
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Eid al-Adha 
Eid al-Fitr 
Eid 

Fajr 


Fara ‘id 
Fard Kifayal 


Fard 
Fisq 


Ghay mahram 


Hadd 
Hadith 


Hajj 


Hudood 


[‘tikaf 
Iblis 
Iftar 
Ihram 


E 


major festival -10" of Zul Hajjah, 
feast of sacrifice. 

minor festival making end of 
month of fasting 

Muslim festival. 


F 


dawn prayer, 

rules of inheritance. 

an obligatory duty which if 
discharged by some absolves others 
of the obligation. 

obligatory duty. 

commit a sin, blasphemy. 


G 
a stranger, not a mahram (q.v). 


H 


prescribed punishment. 

the saying or practice of Holy 
Prophet Ley ale it 1 
pilgrimage, one of the five pillars 
of Islam. 

limits tmposed by Allah. 


I 
seclusion. 
the devil. 
breaking of fast at maghrib. 
a state in which a pilgrim enters on 
forming an intention to perform 
Hajj or Umrah and it includes the 
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imam 
Isha 
Istighfar 


Jahiliyah 
Jami ‘masjid 


Janabah 
Janbee 


Ka ‘bah 
Kaffarah 
Kalimah 
Khusuf 
Kusuf 


Maghrib 
Mahram 


Makruh 


Malak 
Malikaimaut 
Marwah 


Masakeen 
Meegat 


Mu ‘takif 
Mu ‘tazalah 


particular clothing worn by 
him/her. 

the leader of congregational prayer. 
the prayer at night fall. 

seeking of forgiveness. 


J 


days of ignorance. 

Mosque where Friday prayers are 
offered, any large mosque. 

sexual defilement. 

polluted. 


K 
the House of Allah. 
atonement. 
declaration of faith. 
lunar eclipse. 
eclipse, solar eclipse. 


M 


prayers after sunset. 

a person with whom marriage is 
forbidden. 

an action disapproved but not 
disallawed in Islamic law. 
angel. 

angel of death. 

one of the hills between which Hajj 
perform sa ‘i 

the poor. 

a distance from Makkah when 
Hajis must observe the ihram. 
one who observes i ‘takaf. 

a theological school which free 
will. 


Muhajir 


Muhsan 
Mulhid 


Munkar,nakeer 


Mugtadi 
Mustahabb 
Muta ‘h 


Nisab 


Qiblah 


Qiyamah 
Qurbani 


Rajam 
Rak‘ah 
Raka‘at 
Ramu jimar 


Sa‘t 


Sadaqah 
Safa 


those who migrated to Madinah 
from Makkah. 

a person who is hasan. ’ 

an atheist. 

the angels who will question the 
dead in the Barzakh. 

the follower behind Imam. 
preferable, recommended. 
temporary marriage. 


N 


the minimum on which zakat 
becomes due. 


Q 
the direction in which the 
worshipper tums in prayer the 
Ka‘bah. 
the days of Resurrection. 
sacrifice. 


R 


stoning of death. 

unit of prayer. 

plural of rak‘ah. 

casing pebbles at the jamar at 
Mina. 


S 


brisk walking between Safa and 
Marwah by the pilgrims, their 
second rituals. 

charity, acts of charity. 

small hill between which is 
Marwah the pilgrim walk. 
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Sajdah 
Saraqah 
Satr 


Sawm 
Sehifah 
Shari‘ah 
Shaytan 
Siwak 
Sufi 


Sujud 
Sunnah 


Sutrah 


Ta‘awaz 
Ta‘zeer 


Tahajjud 
Taharah 


prostration. 

theft. 

the portion of the body that must be 
covered before other people 
particularly ghar-muhrim. 

fasting. 

any revealed writing or a collection 
of saying of a Prophet. 

the way of Islam. 

the devil. 

a piece of branch or a root of free 
used as toothbrush. . 
mystic who highlights personal 
purification and piety through 
constant awareness of Allah. 
plural of sajdah. 

the traditions and practices of the 
Holy Prophet 3 ate 5 +, all that 
is said or done by the Holy Prophet 


ploy abe ait she 


a screen or barrier place in front of 
a person while he prays so that 
others way pass beyond it without 
breaking his concentration. 


T 


seeking protection of Alfah. 
discretionary punishment where 
hadd is not attracted. 

nightly prayers (optional). 
(bodily) purification. 


S¥ SOU CHIU INE COMME ONUS Ol Islan GLY 


Tahmid 


Takbir tahrimah 


Takbir 


Talaq 
Taqwa 
Tarawih 
Tasbih 
Tawaf 
Tawheed 
Tazkiyah 
Thana 


Ulama 
Ummah 


Wahy 
Wajib 


Zakah 


Zawal 


Zikr 
Zubr 


reciting the kalimah. 

the first takbir in prayer. 

calling of Allahu Akbar, extolling 
Allah. 

divorce. 

deep devotion to God, God fearing. 
prayer in Ramadan after ‘Isha 
glorifying Allah, the rosary. 
circumambulation of the Ka‘bah. 
unity of Allah. 

purification of soul. 

praise of Allah, 


U 


religious scholars. 
community or family (of Islam) 


WwW 


revelation. 
obligatory duty, second in 
importance to fard. 


Z 


compulsory donation @ 2.5% 
payable by those who own the 
nisab. 

the time when the sun is at its 


height. 


Temembrance of Altah. 


midday prayer after zawal. 
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